
Week 8 Answer Note Sheet 
 

 
During this session, we will look at Matthew 19:16-27 
 

I. There are oftentimes 3 different errors made when interpreting this passage 
1. That Jesus Christ was only man 
2. Salvation is works based only 
3. A rich person cannot possibly be saved 

II. Some key terms we find during observation: 
Eternal life 
What good thing can I do?  He was looking for a work to do 
Vs. 17 - the term “but” is a contrast  
Commandments (only 6 listed, not 10) 
Repeated use of asking questions 
Vs. 24 - the commentary Jesus uses of the rich man being saved as being like trying 
to get a camel through the eye of a needle  
 

III. This passage can be divided into 2 different sections/paragraphs 
A. Verses 16-22 & Verses 23-26 
B. The 1st section is about the rich ruler 

1. This section is a case study for the disciples 
2. Key term “heard this” refers to Jesus telling the rich man that in 

order to inherit eternal life, he had to sell all of his possessions and 
follow Jesus 

3. The overview of this section is the experience of the Lord with this 
rich young man/ruler 

C. The 2nd section is about the dazed disciples 
1. This section was the debriefing for the disciples 
2. Key term “heard this” refers to the disciples being greatly astonished 

at how difficult it was for a rich man to inherit eternal life 
3. This section is the explanation of the parable to the disciples 

IV. In vs. 17-18, the young man asks Jesus which commandments he had to follow to 
have eternal life 

A. Jesus lists 6 commandments here, not all 10 
B. The commandments given by Jesus related to one’s fellow man; refers to 

interpersonal, or horizontal relationships 



C. We also notice that Jesus includes “love your neighbor as yourself” as 
commandment, which is not listed in the Old Testament 

D. Jesus does not list “thou shalt not covet” here 
V. Let’s look at 4 mistakes the young man makes 

A. He called Christ a teacher, which means that he likely saw him as no more 
than a Jewish rabbi (which puts him on the same level as man only) 

B. His nature of eternal life is skewed 
1. He asks “What can I do to inherit eternal life?” 
2. Salvation is something that has been done, not something we can do 
3. He thought it was something you had to earn, but rather it’s 

something we receive 
C. He failed to understand the deceitfulness of his riches 

1. It’s not the fact that he has money, it’s that money has him 
D. He went away sad  

 
 
 


