
Week 6 Answer Note Sheet 
 

I. Review 

A. The first principle of interpretation is Content.  This provides the database 

out of which we will build our interpretation 

B. The second principle of interpretation is Context.  This discovers what goes 

before and what follows 

II. Principle #3:  Comparison 

A. Refers to comparing Scripture with Scripture. 

B. Even though the Bible has over 40 different authors, the 66 books are the 

result of one Author - the Holy Spirit 

C. Comparison brings up our need for a concordance.  This resource is a tool 

whereby we can look up terms. 

D. When we make sure our observations are accurate, we have a firm basis for 

accurate interpretation. 

III. Principle #4:  Cultural 

A. The key to studying the Bible is to set it against its historical background. 

B. One of the most important parts of background study is understanding what 

life was like during that period of time. 

C. Examples of problems we see when looking at the Last Supper painting 

1. Distorted view 

2. They wouldn’t have sat at a table, but rather reclined when eating so 

they were close to each other 

3. They didn’t all sit on the same side 

4. The architecture reflects the time period of the painting, not the 

actual event 

5. There is daylight shown in the background of the picture, when it 

should have been dark outside 

 

 



IV. Principle #5:  Consultation 

A. This refers to using resource tools in our study of the Bible 

B. The order is important:  First the Word of God; then secondary sources 

C. Six Helpful Resources 

1. Study Bible 

a) A good study Bible has no notes, but it may have wide margins 

and cross references to use in the process of comparison 

b) A very accurate translation that is good for studying is the 

NASB, or New American Standard Bible 

c) A more contemporary version is the NIV, or New International 

Version 

2. Concordance 

a) Two good concordances are Strong’s and Young’s 

b) A good concordance will help you take advantage of the great 

resources the biblical languages provide 

3. Bible Dictionary 

a) A unique dictionary dealing with the language of the New 

Testament is Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament 

Words 

b) Another good Bible dictionary is The New Bible Dictionary by 

Dr. Douglas 

 

 

4. Bible Handbook 

a) A handbook goes book-by-book through the entire Bible and 

provides all sorts of background material 

5. Bible Atlas 

a) This is a good resource to understand the geography of the 

Bible 



 

 
 

 


