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TIE articles due                
Monday, Jan. 10!

Please drop off written items in the 
church office, or email articles as a Word 

document to:

office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Giving Envelope boxes for 
2022 are here. They are 
located in the foyer on 
the small table with the 
red tablecloth.

 Please call the office 
if you need yours 
delivered to your home.  
If you give online, you 
no longer need to use 

the giving envelopes. If 
you want to give online, 
please visit our website, 
firstbaptistplainfield.org 
and go to the “Give” tab. 

Whether your gifts are 
in an envelope, online, or 
other forms, thank you 
for your faithful giving.

Giving envelopes are here

Shared from 
Observations, the 
monthly ABC-IN/KY 
email newsletter:

The Region Board 
of American Baptist 
Churches of Indiana 
and Kentucky is happy 
to report the call of Rev. 
Mark Thompson as 
Executive Minister of 
ABC-IN/KY. 

Mark will take up 
his new role at the 
beginning of January 
2022.

 
The search committee 

gathered in February 
2021 to center their 
hearts and minds on the 
task ahead. The process 
was concentrated in 
prayer both individually 

and corporately. 

After a process of 
defining the Region, 
seeking input from 
various constituencies 
always placed within the 
context of discerning 
the will of the Lord, 
applications and 
nominations were called 
for in May/June. 

At the end of July, 
the search committee 
began the process 
of determining the 
final candidates. 
Following through with 
due diligence in the 
vetting of candidates, 
in late October the 
committee interviewed 
finalists and entered a 
process of decision and 
discernment. 

The search 
committee 
voted 
unanimously 
to present 
Mark as the 
recommended 
candidate to 
be the next 
Executive 
Minister.

“Mark has extensive 
experience in many 
ministry settings from 
a multi-staff church 
to a solo pastorate,” 
said Karen Horsman, 
chairperson of the 
search committee. “He 
always involves himself 
in the community in 
which he pastors. Prior 
to becoming a regional 
minister, he had served 
on the Region Board 

and was involved in 
the restructuring and 
revision of the bylaws.”

She continued, “Most 
importantly, Mark will 
bring his love of the 
Lord, deep foundation 
in Scripture and Spirit 
led leadership to our 
American Baptist 
regional family. I cannot 
wait to see how God will 
use Mark in this new 
role.”

Answering the call: New executive minister
Rev. Mark Thompson will begin his new role in January 2022

REV. MARK THOMPSON
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Our children are no 
longer little, so our 
Christmas traditions 
have changed some over 
the years.

It used to be that 
Luanne and I would 
awaken early on 
Christmas morning; we 
would make sure the 
stockings were ready 
and sneak in last-minute 
gifts to each other. Then 
we’d sit in the quiet with 
the Christmas lights on 
and drink coffee until 
the kids began to stir.

When they woke up, 
they knew to wait until 
I rang the Christmas 
bell, then they ran into 

the room where the 
stockings were, and the 
fun began.

In the years we have 
our granddaughters, 
that tradition continues. 
However, if it’s just the 
adults, we all have 
coffee while we wait 
for whoever is the 
late sleeper. Even 
as adults, it’s still 
exciting to see what’s 
in the stockings. 
Once the stockings 
are emptied,  I open 
the Bible and read Luke’s 
account of the birth of 
Christ, (Luke 2:8-20). It 
never gets old.

Then, before we 
move on, we gather at 
the table and eat our 

traditional 
Christmas breakfast, 
overnight egg casserole 
and cinnamon rolls.  In 
the past, after breakfast 
we opened larger gifts; 
however, since our 
children have become 
adults, we do something 
different.

We give everyone 
the same amount of 
cash, and the day after 
Christmas we give one 
another the gift of time 
together.  We go out for 
breakfast, then we shop, 
then we go out for lunch, 
and usually, go see one 
of the Christmas movie 

releases. After we head 
home, we play games 
and enjoy one another’s 
company.

That day has become 
our favorite Christmas 
tradition. We have 
fabulous memories of 

those times together. 
The little ones still 
have presents to 
open, but they get 
to be part of the 
gift of time too. It’s 
hard to put into 

words how special 
it is. 

So whatever family 
traditions you have, and 
whatever creates special 
moments for you, I hope 
that you have a blessed 
Christmas season. 

You are a gift to Luanne 
and me; we are grateful 
to be here with you. 
We are grateful we 
have the privilege of 
celebrating the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord with you. Merry 
Christmas. May the 
celebration of Jesus’ 
birth bring you renewed 
hope this year. 

The gift of Christmas traditions
By Pastor John



4 fIrst baptIst church plaInfIeld

Children’s Worship

for preschool & Elementary children during both services

Christmas Party!
Pastor Nikki and Garrett are excited to invite the 

youth group back to their house again!

The Christmas celebration will take place on 
Sunday, Dec. 19.

Come celebrate with us!
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game night at 
pastor nikki’s

Join us New Years 
Eve from 6-8 P.m.

A time for 
community and 

fun!

Bring a Snack to 
share. 

RSVP for the 
address!

COMING IN 2022
Introducing ENCORE!

A new ministry of FBCP for those who are 50+.

Encore teams include:
- Entertainment & fun events
- Exercise & fitness
- Community building
- Community service projects
- Travel, tours & historical venues

If you are interested in joining a team, helping plan an event, 

or enjoying fellowship and service with others, conact the 

church office or Pastor Joyce for more information. Additional 

information and updates will come in the new year as we 

prepare to launch this exciting new ministry!

Are you still saving your 
pennies, nickels, dimes and 
quarters?  We’re still collecting 
them!

Because of COVID-19, an online 
collection has been approved 
by the Finance Board.  Please go 
to the church’s website, click on 
the “GIVE” button and follow the 

prompts. When asked to “choose 
a fund,” select “Other – Enter your 
funding intent in the note,” 
and then type “Penny 
Project” in the note.

All donations to the 
Penny Project are used 
to purchase items for the 
Family Promise Blessing 

Baskets that are given when 
families with children come out 
of homelessness.  Thank you for 
your generous giving. 

We’re still collecting pennies!
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Let’s face it, sometimes life is 
tough and we cannot recognize a 
blessing for all the things that are 
going wrong in our lives! When 
my children were young and 
participated in sports, I enjoyed 
attending their competitions.

When a son competed as a 
light-weight wrestler, I found my 
muscles tied in knots as I watched 
him make each move. When 
a daughter fell as she strained 
forward to pass the baton to her 
running mate on the relay team, 
I held my breath until she got up 
and finally made the connection. 
Time was lost and there was no 
hope of receiving a good score.

At the time, these experiences 
were uncomfortable, but looking 
back I can tell God could see the 
total picture and I could not. God 
was teaching all of us He had a 
plan to help us grow and become 
good losers as well as good 
winners.

The last two years have been 
a trying time for many of us. 
Sickness, death of friends or 
family, financial insecurity, a 
shortage of products, so many 
strange and unusual situations 
have caused us to be fearful and 
question what will happen next. 
But God can still see the total 
picture and we cannot. He is at 

work accomplishing His purpose 
even amid very trying times. 

Today I would like to share 
with you a letter that appeared 
in the November 8, 2021 issue 
of IM OnLine. The letter comes 
from Charles Jones, Senior Area 
Director and Area Director 
for Europe, the Middle East 
and Liberia, in support of our 
International Missionaries in 
those areas.

He shares with us an excerpt 
from an email of an IM partner in 
Lebanon. You may not be aware, 
but since the summer of 2019, 
Lebanon has been going from one 
crisis to another—from political 
uprising to financial collapse, 
from the Covid pandemic to the 
massive explosion at the Port of 
Beirut, and most recently, armed 
protests. He shares this story, 
as it shows God’s faithfulness, 
provision, and blessings even 
during trying times. The author 
is Dr. Alia Abboud, Chief 
Development Officer for the 
Lebanese Society for Educational 
and Social Development (LSESD).

“It’s been a rather challenging 
year—but not without blessings. 
In fact, God in His faithfulness 
constantly encourages us with 
fruits of the seeds planted by our 
ministries—to Him be all the glory!

“I just spent three days with one 

of our local partner churches in 
the Bekaa region where a ministry 
started in the middle of a farming 
land. During the lockdown, 2-3 
members of the Church would go 
down to the land (where vegetables 
are planted for free distribution to 
around 300 vulnerable families a 
day) and worship Jesus there.

“The youth members started 
sharing via their WhatsApp short 
videos of their worship. Gradually 
more young people would come—
including drug addicts, gamblers—
people who would usually have no 
thought for God or church. They 
would come and bring their friends 
with them. And God used these 
gatherings and worship meetings to 
touch and transform their lives. Their 
testimonies are humbling! Praise 
be to God! Today, this ‘farm’ church 
meets 3 days a week (MWF) from 9 
p.m. to 12 a.m. (and often beyond, 
until 1 and or 2 a.m.) worshiping the 
Lord. God is good.”

Sometimes we need to learn 
how God enters a terrible 
situation and manages to 
accomplish His purpose. He 
used the youth to start a spiritual 
revolution by sharing on their 
phone app the joy of praise and 
worship even in such a terrible 
time.

Approach 2022 expecting a 
blessing from God. He will be 
delighted to give you everything 
you need.

Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris
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Barrie Bryant — Jan. 1
Donna Brown — Jan. 2

Exie Flora — Jan. 3
Charles Smith — Jan. 3

Hailee King — Jan. 4
Leah Bockelman — Jan. 5

Reid Hession — Jan. 11
Kim Stanich —  Jan. 11

Norman Thompson — Jan. 21
Donna Hutchens — Jan. 22

Frank Lairmore — Jan. 27
Randy Worthington — Jan. 27
Dona Huddleston — Jan. 28

Peggy Gibbs — Jan. 29
Sue Kirkpatrick — Jan. 29

Evelyn Shumaker — Jan. 31

2021 Church Statistics      —      Tithes & Offerings

   Nov. 14  Nov. 21  Nov. 28  Dec. 5
General   $4,767  $6,443  $3,845  $10,532
Building Fund  $0  $0  $0  $0
Debt Reduction  $0  $0  $0  $0
Misc.   $507  $25  $2,862  $1,215
Total   $5,274  $6,468  $6,707  $11,747

Coming 
Soon

Dec. 25
Merry 

Christmas!

Dec. 31
6-8 p.m.

Young Adult 
Game Night

Dec. 24
Christmas Eve 

Service

Join us for Sunday School!

9 a.m.
Anchored in Faith  —  The Loft

10:30 a.m.
Breaking Dawn with Friends  —  Church Office

Learning Through Love & Laughter  —  Room 325

Traditional Service
Sundays at 9 a.m.

Features classic, well-known choruses and 
hymns and a message from Pastor John.

Contemporary Service
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Features modern, energetic praise through 
song and a message from Pastor John.

Both Services are available in person
or via facebook live.

Jan. 15
All Church 

Board Retreat
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“The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find 

a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’”

– Luke 2:10-12 NIV
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First Baptist Church Plainfield
1012 Stafford Road
Plainfield, IN 46168

Seek Jesus.

Reach the community.

Do life together.

First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Dated Material

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.

Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall

Senior Pastor

Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children & 

Spiritual Development

Pastor Nikki Shover
Associate Pastor, Youth & Young 

Adults; Interim Worship Leader
First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist 
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew 
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching 
in obedience to God’s command.”

https://firstbaptistplainfield.org 

