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first baptist plainfieldthe tie
Annual Business Meeting

Sunday, Nov. 6 approx. 11:30 a.m.
Agenda items 2023 budget, slate of officers & board members for 2023, and expenditures for RTF Phase 2.

Rebuilding the Foundation
Major progress in education wing
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‘23 camp schedules
Indian Creek

Theme: Come to the Table (2 Samuel 9 & Psalm 23)

For more information, visit the camp website: 
https://campindiancreek.com.

Camp Tippecanoe
Theme: You Got This (Exodus 3:14)

For more information, visit the camp website: 
https://camptippy.org

The Deacon Board is pleased to sponsor our 
traditional Christmas Caroling Evening on Sunday, 
Dec. 11 at 4 p.m.  This is a time when we can spread 
a little Christmas cheer and joy to our homebound 
members. After caroling, we’ll enjoy a Soup Supper 
in the Hospitality Room, compliments of the 
Connectedness Board.  Mark your calendars for this 
holiday favorite!

Christmas caroling returns

Playground gets updates
The playground got a new coating of mulch 

recently and looks brand new! The children have 
enjoyed utilizing the refreshed space on Sunday 
mornings, and the youth group always enjoys using 
the playground during outdoor game time like 
capture the flag and hide and seek.
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From the Plainfield 
Federation of Churches WRE 
Program:

Plainfield has always been a 
strong community of values. Due 
to Covid 19 Plainfield Schools 
had to cancel Weekday Religious 
Education (WRE) which was 
offered to all 4th-grade students 
for one hour a week. 

Each family had the option to 
give permission for their child to 
attend.

We would like to see WRE 
reinstated so that students can 
have the opportunity to learn 
about the Bible, or other religious 
beliefs, along with important 
character-building skills that go 
along with each lesson.

WRE has benefited the Plainfield 

Community for over 50 years by 
teaching good moral values to the 
students. 

Please help by signing a 
petition that will be presented 
to the school board showing the 
community’s support of having 
WRE reinstated. 

Thank you!

[Note: please do not make a 
donation on the petition website, as it 
does not benefit WRE. The petition is 
specific to residents of Plainfield.]

Show your support by signing 
the petition here: https://www.
change.org/p/help-get-back-
weekday-religious-education-
in-the-plainfield-community-
schools

Food pantry 
drivers needed

St. Mark’s Food Pantry needs a 
driver(s) to pick up donated food 
items from Kroger in Plainfield for 
the St. Mark’s Food Pantry.

Times Required:

Wednesdays between 9:30-11 
a.m. from Plainfield Kroger to 
the Food Pantry and Thursdays 
between 9:30-11 a.m. from 
Plainfield Kroger to the Food 
Pantry.

 
Please contact Beth Rongo via 

email at  bethrongo@yahoo.com 
or St. Mark’s Food Pantry at (317) 
839-6730.

Weekly Religious Education petition



4 fIrst baptIst church plaINfIeld

Love God. Love People.

Nursery & Wobbler/Toddler Rooms
Available during both services

Children’s Worship

9 a.m. Service  —  Preschool - 5th Grade
10:30 a.m. Service  —  K - 5th Grade

BLAST Kids
Sunday, Nov. 13th

4 p.m.
Farewell from Pastor Nikki

With such rich, deep history at First Baptist 
Plainfield, from my days as a kid running 
the halls, helping my grandma serve many 
Wednesday night meals, and celebrating the 
most beautiful wedding day as Garrett and I 
became Mr. and Mrs. Shover here, I know that we 
will both leave pieces of our hearts behind. 

More than just the physical building, it is 
the love for each and every person in the 
congregation that has filled our hearts to the 
brim these past few years. It has been an honor to 
serve as a pastor to you through these changing 
times. 

To walk through life with our youth and young 
continued on pg. 5
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Join us for Sunday School!
9:00 a.m.
Anchored in Faith (Rm 325)

The Table for young adults   
& families.  (Rm 303)

Mission Opportunity: Snacks for kids
Could you provide snacks for the Great Friends 

Club in November?  The Great Friends Club is a 
Plainfield Federation of Churches pilot program 
for 4th & 5th graders at Brentwood.  The club 
meets after school on Thursdays.  Contact Pastor 
Joyce if you could provide snacks one week.

Lucas Oil Stadium Private Tour
See Joyce to sign up for our Lucas Oil Private 

Tour on Monday, Nov. 7.  Walk on the Field & visit 
the locker rooms, luxury suites, Lucas Oil Plaza & 
more.  Then enjoy lunch at the Spaghetti Factory.

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study

Join us at 10 a.m. as we start a new study and 
journey to the ancient world of Jesus and his 
disciples. We’ll learn how to follow Him so closely 
that you take on His ways & character!

Walk Time
Mondays & Wednesdays

10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  | The FMC

Nov. 2nd
12 p.m.
Bring your own  sack lunch.
Topic: Learning about 
Plainfield’s Quaker’s 
Heritage.

10:30 a.m.
Breaking Dawn with Friends  (Office)

Learning Through Love & Laughter  (Rm 325)

Class for Multilingual Speakers (Rm 303)

adults has been the greatest of blessings, and I 
have grown in tremendous ways in this journey. 
Even though we are moving on from First Baptist 
physically, we will always remain with you in 
memory, in heart, and in the pursuit of loving our 
neighbor as we love ourselves.

Thank you for the joy of serving you all this time. I 
look forward to what God has in store for us next, but 
also, for what He has in store for you, First Baptist. 
We love you dearly, and we will miss you so.

We appreciate your prayers as we prepare for the 
next chapter in our journey, and know that we will 
continue to pray for you each and every day.

Farewell continued...
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In the September issue of the 
TIE, mention was made about 
mission trips being planned to 
assist neighbors in Kentucky 
with cleanup and rebuilding 
after floods and tornadoes have 
decimated areas of the state.

Unfortunately, by the time you 
received word, the fall trips were 
planned and under way. 

More recent materials share 
that two trips are in the planning 
stages for 2023.  So, get your 
minds in gear, pray about the 
possibility, and see if this is 
something God is leading you to 
do.

Who is the coordinator?  

Patty Short is the coordinator 
for Indiana.

She lives in southern Indiana 
in Coffee Creek Association, and 
is an active American Baptist 
Women’s Ministries lady who 
believes we need to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus.  This project 
provides that opportunity.

Where do you sleep? 

Housing will be available based 
on availability in the region—it 
could be a church or a church-
type camp or whatever else is 
available.

What do we eat?  

Meal preparation is sometimes 
done by someone in our group 
and sometimes is provided by the 
disaster relief coordinator.

What will we do?  

Our work assignments are 
made by the disaster relief 
coordinator based on what skills 
we have within our group. 

 It could be cleaning mud or 

gutting a home after the flood or 
rebuilding a house after a flood 
or tornado.

Volunteers provide much of 
the labor in all these tasks and 
may work alongside professional 
contractors.  

Building materials are in short 
supply and are more expensive 
now due to such high demand so 
this can also impact which tasks 
are assigned.

Because of these factors, we 
often do not know what we will 
be doing until we arrive on site. 

Disaster declared areas often 
need 5-8 years afterwards for 
complete recovery!

How much does it cost?  

The goal is to keep costs to 
the volunteers very low, free if 
possible.

You might need to supply some 
gas for your vehicle to get to the 
designated meeting spot before 
we leave Indiana.

Stay tuned, more information to 
come next month.

Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris

Interested 
in serving? 
Contact 
the trip 
coordinator 
today.

Mission Trip Coordinator: 
Patty Short

Cell:  812-595-1082

Email:  ppshort@frontier.com  
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TIE articles due 
Wednesday, Nov. 16!

office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Please drop off written 
items in the church office, 
or email articles as a Word 

document to:

Nolan Brown — November 3
Dova Copeland — November 4

Margaret Schafer — November 4
Connie Bourne — November 6
Casey Eichenberger — Nov. 6
Charlie Means — November 6

Penney Bohanon — November 8
Harold Franks — November 8

John Poray — November 9
Betsy Potter — November 9

Mike Brown  — November 10
Nayara Shibles — November 14
Michael Worthington — Nov. 15

Fred Sawyers — November 17
Carol Lowe — November 22

Nancy Painter — November 23
Terri Singleton — November 25
Jennifer Miller — November 26
Lauren Duncan — November 27

Tithes & Offerings: 
Rebuilding

the Foundation

For updated totals during the 
month, see progress poster in 

the main hallway.

Amount Raised

$97,468

2022 Church Statistics      —          Tithes & Offerings

   Oct. 2  Oct. 9  Oct. 16  Oct. 23
General   $8,137  $7,895  $6,289  $5,137
Rebuilding Fund  $476  $4,765  $873  $212
Misc.   $702  $675  $485  $825
Total   $9,315  $13,335  $7,647  $6,174

Congratulations to Rev. Mark Thompson, who was installed as the 
Executive Minister of the American Baptist Churches of Indiana and 
Kentucky on October 7, 2022.  Rev. Thompson is pictured with wife 
Stacey (left) and Irina Sorrels, Region Board Past President. (Picture is 
provided courtesy of Coffee Creek Baptist Association of Indiana)

Congratulations, Mark Thompson!
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“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in 
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. Even though 
I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil;  

my cup overflows. Surely your goodness and love will follow me all 
the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

– Psalm 23 NIV

First Baptist Church Plainfield
1012 Stafford Road
Plainfield, IN 46168

Seek Jesus.

Reach the community.

Do life together.

First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Dated Material

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.

Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall

Senior Pastor

Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children &      
Spiritual Development

Pastor Nikki Shover
Associate Pastor, Youth &
Young Adults

First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist 
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew 
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching 
in obedience to God’s command.”

https://firstbaptistplainfield.org 

