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Join us for a drive-thruJoin us for a drive-thru

Live Nativity!Live Nativity!
Sunday, December 12Sunday, December 12

5:30-8 p.m.5:30-8 p.m.
Volunteers needed!Volunteers needed!

Katie & Taku Longkumer  - India

Come along for a “Taste of India” at FBCP
The miraculous story of God on the move in missions

Katie and Taku Longkumer have an incredible story to share, and 
we have the chance to hear it on Sunday, December 5 from 4-6 p.m. 
Come and dive deep with us into the movement of God in India, as we 
enjoy a “Taste of India” dinner with the Longkumers, our international 
missionaries.

For more information about the Longkumers and their work in 
missions, visit  www.internationalministries.org.

https://www.internationalministries.org
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TIE articles due Monday, Dec. 6!
Please drop off written items in the church office, or 

email articles as a Word document to:

office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Christmas
Eve

Service
Dec. 24th | 6 p.m.

Join us for

Penny Project Collection
Are you still saving your 

pennies, nickels, dimes and 
quarters?  It has been several 
months since a collection has 
been made for the Penny Project. 

Because of COVID-19, an online 
collection has been approved 
by the Finance Board.  Please go 
to the church’s website, click on 
the “GIVE” button and follow the 

prompts. When asked to “choose 
a fund,” select “Other – Enter your 
funding intent in the note,” and 
then type “Penny Project” in the 
note.

All donations to the 
Penny Project are used 
to purchase items for the 
Family Promise Blessing 
Baskets that are given when 

families with children come out 
of homelessness.  Thank you for 
your generous giving. 

Happy 
Thanksgiving 
from First 
Baptist 
Plainfield!

The church office will be 
closed on Thursday, Nov. 25 
and Friday, Nov. 26 as staff 
celebrate with their families.
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I imagine I’m not alone in having 
childhood Christmas memories.

One of mine involves a couple 
of different years when my 
sister and I planned our own 
Christmas musical performance. 
We used our allowance money to 
purchase a prop for this 10 minute 
Christmas extravaganza, which 
was performed exclusively in our 
home. One year we bought a blue 
angel candle—we were so proud 
of ourselves as we lit the candle 
and sang. Our performance 
consisted of various Christmas 
carols that told the story of Jesus’ 
birth (and that we knew well 
enough not to forget the words). 

While I can’t remember exactly 
what we sang, the songs most 
likely included:

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
expresses our longing for God to 
meet us where we are. It reminds 
us that he came, and is coming — 
God is with us and will be with us; 
therefore, we rejoice.  

“O come, O come, Emmanuel and 
ransom captive Israel. That mourns in 
lonely exile here, until the Son of God 
appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel.”

Away In A Manger reminds us of 
the vulnerable way God chose to 

come to us. Our King, our Savior, 
came gently, non-threateningly, 
as a baby. 

“Away in a manger, no crib for His 
bed. The little Lord Jesus laid down 
His sweet head. The stars in the 
bright sky looked down where He 
lay. The little Lord Jesus asleep on the 
hay.”

O Come All Ye Faithful declares 
that we are welcome to approach 
and worship Jesus with joy. He is 
Messiah and Lord.  

“O come, all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to 
Bethlehem; Come and behold him, 
born the King of Angels: O come, let 
us adore Him, O come, let us adore 
Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ 
the Lord.”

O Holy Night reminds us 
that Jesus’ birth brought hope, 
rejoicing, a new beginning, and 
the truth that humanity is valued 
and loved by God—the soul felt 
its worth because God came to us. 
That awe-inspiring thought drops 
us to our knees.

“O Holy Night! The stars are 
brightly shining, It is the night of 
the dear Savior’s birth. Long lay the 
world in sin and error pining. Till He 
appeared and the Soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world 
rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and 
glorious morn. Fall on your knees! Oh, 

hear the angel voices! O night divine, 
the night when Christ was born.”

Joy to the World sums it all up. 
The angel said to the shepherds: 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be for all people!” (Lk. 2:10) 
We remind ourselves when we 
sing these words that Jesus’ 
coming makes joy possible—then 
and now. Our King is here, all of 
heaven and nature rejoices, and 
all of humanity is invited to rejoice 
as well.

“Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King! Let every 
heart prepare Him room. And heaven 
and nature sing! And heaven and 
nature sing! And heaven, and heaven 
and nature sing!”

Like my sister and I, many 
of us learned these songs as 
children. We didn’t understand 
the deeper meaning or the 
profound implications of the 
words, but they became part 
of our Christmas experience. 
Some of these carols have been 
around for centuries, some were 
written in different languages and 
translated to English; they have 
been, and continue to be, sung 
by many cultures throughout the 
world. We are being invited again 
this year to reintroduce ourselves 
to these lyrics. Come as a child, 
ponder anew the mystery and 
beauty of how God chose to come 
to us, and made a way for us to 
come to him. 

Pondering the mystery
By Pastor John
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Children’s Worship

for preschool & Elementary children during both services

Christmas 
Party!
Pastor Nikki and Garrett are 
excited to invite the youth 
group back to their house 
again!

The Christmas celebration 
will take place on Sunday, 
Dec. 19.

If you’d like to help out by 
providing snacks, drinks, 

or donating a Secret Santa 
present, contact Pastor 
Nikki!There are great things 

happening, and we want to be 
a part! Pastor Nikki will update 

the youth group via GroupMe 
for any scheduling changes in 

the coming weeks. “Regular” 
youth programming will resume 
after Christmas, but in the mean 

time we will be growing and 
having lots of fun in new and 

exciting ways that include the 
rest of our church family!

Holiday schedule

Come celebrate 
with us!
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Once monthly, you can help feed those 
who are food insecure within our 

community. Here’s how.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church has hosted their 
Lion’s Den program for 25 years, providing weekly 

meals to the community. On Tuesdays, a team 
of volunteers prepare ingredients and supplies 

for the meals, and on Wednesdays, another 
rotation of volunteers warms the main entree 

and packages the rest of the meal for delivery—
approximately 100-125 meals in all. About half the 
meals are purchased by the schools, library, police 

department, and other businesses. The rest are 
given out as a drive-thru in the St. Mark’s parking 
lot, free of charge or by small donation, to anyone 
who comes. First Baptist Plainfield is gathering a 
team to make a meal once a month, with a time 

commitment of approximately 3-4 hours either on 
Tuesdays or Wednesdays.

Sign up at the Connection Hub or 
contact Vickie Davidson.

Serve with 
the Lion’s Den!

Young adult Christmas 
event coming soon!

COMING 
IN 2022...
Introducing ENCORE!
A new ministry of FBCP for 
those who are 50+.

Encore teams include:
- Entertainment & fun events
- Exercise & fitness
- Community building
- Community service projects
- Travel, tours & historical venues

If you are interested in joining 
a team, helping plan an event, or 
enjoying fellowship and service with 
others, conact the church office or 
Pastor Joyce for more information.

Additional information and updates 
will come in the new year as we 
prepare to launch this exciting new 
ministry!
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As we approach the end 
of 2021, we come to the final 
American Baptist National 
Offering of the year, the Retired 
Ministers and Missionaries 
Offering (RMMO).

In 2004, when my husband 
and I joined FBCP, there must 
have been at least 
six ministers who 
attended and 
worshiped here.

 Most of them 
were retired 
and had come 
to settle in this 
area. The rest 
were employed 
ministers who 
were chaplains, 
etc., for various 
organizations and 
attended on weeks 
when they were 
not scheduled to 
work.

Rev. John Parsley was the 
minister at that time, and I 
wondered how he felt about 
having so many trained and 
experienced people in the 
congregation. 

As I grew to know Pastor John 
better, I realized he made use 
of those people of God to fill 

his pulpit when he needed to 
be away; he encouraged their 
involvement in many ways that 
blessed the church, and he helped 
them remain active and useful.

The Retired Ministers 
and Missionaries Offering 
acknowledges and appreciates 
the extraordinary commitment of 
such church leaders, missionaries 

and their widowed spouses who 
have devoted 15 or more years of 
service to the American Baptist 
family.

Following God’s call does not 
come without certain sacrifices. 
Retired ministers, missionaries, 
and their widowed spouses 
are often faced with stress and 

hardship of unexpected expenses. 
Medical problems, relocating, 
or the death of a spouse can 
also cause these leaders to find 
themselves far from the church 
family that once supported them.

The assistance provided by 
RMMO restores that lifeline 
and ongoing connection to the 
ABCUSA family.

A testimony from a 2020 
recipient: “You sent a check to 

say ‘Thank You’ for 
my many years of 
service. No, thank 
you. I am so grateful 
to my God for using 
you as a special 
vessel in my life. 
Nobody but God 
could do that. You 
have helped me in 
many situations 
and for that I will 
be forever grateful.” 
- Retired Female 
Pastor

In 2020, 3,371 
retired pastors, 
missionaries and 
surviving spouses 

were thanked, and the average 
thank you check was $170.

Prayerfully consider what 
God is leading you to give to 
the RMMO offering, which 
will be taken in November and 
December. 

Thank you.

Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris

How can you help?
Support the RMMO by placing an 

expression of gratitude in the offering 
evelope available at the Connection Hub, 
or donate online at abc-usa.org/RMMO.

American Baptist Churches USA
Serving as the hands and feet of Christ

https://abc-usa.org/RMMO
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Miranda Means — Dec. 1
Mike Eaton — Dec. 2

Lennes Littell — Dec. 5
 Cheryl Phillips — Dec. 6

Jeff Zeiner — Dec. 8
Kyle Edrington — Dec. 9
Betty Holland —  Dec. 10

Russ Rader — Dec. 11
Nancy Bruns — Dec. 13
Jim Hession — Dec. 14
David Poray — Dec. 14

Andrew Shumaker — Dec. 14
Matt Morgan — Dec. 16

Steve Shumaker — Dec. 21
Tom Johnson — Dec. 22

Janet Long — Dec. 22
Chrissy Snyder — Dec. 22
Cindy Spence — Dec. 22
Megan Black — Dec. 26
Reann Poray — Dec. 26
Susie Wilson — Dec. 27
Myrna Parris — Dec. 29

Randy Bohanon — Dec. 31

2021 Church Statistics      —      Tithes & Offerings

   Oct. 17  Oct. 24  Oct. 31  Nov. 7
General   $4,936  $4,341  $7,270  $10,442
Building Fund  $0  $0  $0  $0
Debt Reduction  $0  $0  $0  $0
Misc.   $1,338  $120  $3,106  $3,042
Total   $6,274  $4,461  $10,376  $13,484

Coming 
Soon

Dec. 5
4-6 p.m.
Missions 
Dinner

Dec. 12
5:30-8 p.m.
Drive-Thru

Live Nativity

Nov. 21
7 p.m.

Community 
Thanksgiving 

Service

Join us for Sunday School!

9 a.m.
Anchored in Faith  —  The Loft

10 a.m.
Breaking Dawn with Friends  —  Church Office

Learning Through Love & Laughter  —  Room 325

Traditional Service
Sundays at 9 a.m.

Features classic, well-known choruses and 
hymns and a message from Pastor John.

Contemporary Service
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Features modern, energetic praise through 
song and a message from Pastor John.

Both Services are available in person
or via facebook live.
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“And whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 

– Colossians 3:17 NIV
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First Baptist Church Plainfield
1012 Stafford Road
Plainfield, IN 46168

Seek Jesus.

Reach the community.

Do life together.

First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Dated Material

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.

Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall

Senior Pastor

Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children & 

Spiritual Development

Pastor Nikki Shover
Associate Pastor, Youth & Young 

Adults; Interim Worship Leader
First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist 
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew 
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching 
in obedience to God’s command.”

https://firstbaptistplainfield.org

