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The words from John 14:6 

are on the outside wall of 
our Chapel: “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life.”

What a great message 
for others to see when 
they drive by our church. 
What a great message 
for those of us who call 
First Baptist Plainfield our 
church.  

For those of us who know 
Jesus, we know Jesus as 
the way, the truth and 
the life, and those words 
mean more to us than just 
a stone on the wall. 

Those words capture 
what we know; Jesus is 
the way to heaven, Jesus 
is who Jesus says he is, 
and Jesus is our life. Those 
words written in stone 
on the outer walls of the 
chapel serve as reminders 
and they are also written 
into our hearts. 

On April 3rd, our church 
launched a campaign to rebuild 
our foundation. 

It is a campaign to raise $150,000 
for phase one in 2022. We are 
seeking to restore, renovate, and 
rebuild our facility in order to 
fulfill the mission of our church — 
to go into all the world and make 
disciples.

Our church started with this 
mission and we are still seeking 
to share Jesus Christ in our 
community today.  

Would you consider in the 
days and weeks ahead how you 
can contribute financially to 
rebuilding the foundation? 

Would you consider how we can 
intentionally and deliberately 
take the message that is in our 
hearts, and on the stone outside 
the chapel, to the world beyond 
these walls as we continue to 
pursue the vision that started this 
church 163 years ago?

By Pastor John

The Way. The Truth. The Life.
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Connectedness Board Presents

An update on WRE:
Dear brothers and 

sisters in Christ,

The Plainfield 
Federation of Churches 
is excited about 
reinstating the WRE 
program that it has 
supported for 49 years. 
The PFC has hired a new 
WRE director, Liz Fisher, 
and are moving forward 
and looking forward to 
next fall. The director 
has made contact 
with the Plainfield 
Community Schools 
administration and 
hopes to have a meeting 
with them soon. At 

that point the tentative 
plans made for WRE can 
begin to take a more 
substantive form. 

Please be praying for 
God to remove all the 
obstacles in the way of 
rebooting this program. 
Pray for all the current 
staff members and 
volunteers as well as the 
future ones. This is such 
an important program.  
The PFC has a heart 
for these children and 
wishes to reach out and 
touch them with God’s 
love through His word.

Indian Creek Day of Service
For adults interested in going to the Day of Service 

& Prayer at Indian Creek Baptist Camp in Bedford, 
Indiana, please contact Jim Hession. Be sure to let 
him know if you have any special skills (painting, 
carpentry, plumbing, electrical, landscaping, etc.). 
No special skills? You can be a helper and learn!

If there are any specific physical or dietary needs, 
we’ll need to let the camp know. Opening prayer is at 
9 a.m., and lunch will be provided at 1 p.m. You can 
join any time during the day!

We will try to carpool to the camp that day.

Welcoming
Brad Martin!

After a long search for a permanent contemporary 
service worship leader, we are so excited to officially 
welcome Brad Martin and family to First Baptist 
Plainfield! Brad and his wife Megan joined us in 
worship recently, and we look forward to getting to 
know them, as well as their children, in the days to 
come.

From all of FBCP, we give a warm welcome to the 
Martin family!

Kevin Moore welcomes Brad & Megan to First Baptist.
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Mark Wednesday, June 29 from 
6:30-8 p.m. on your calendar for 
a special “Gospel Music Night” at 
First Baptist Church Plainfield.    
Here’s a chance for members of 
the church to sing or play their 
favorite Gospel or Praise song 
or hymn in front of a crowd! You 
can share any music that glorifies 
God! 

Gospel Music Night will be 
an informal evening, held 
in the Hospitality Room.  An 
electric keyboard  (or two, 
if needed) will be provided, 
along with a microphone and 
sound equipment. Vocals and 
instrumentals are welcome. 
For vocals, you may accompany 

yourself with an instrument 
or invite an instrumentalist to 
accompany you.  

To participate, sign up at The 
Hub or send an email with your 
name, email address, telephone 
number, the song you plan to sing 
or play and the equipment you 
will need (keyboard, music stand, 
microphone, etc.) to John Poray, 
Workshop Board Chair. 

Please sign up by June 22 so 
we can finalize the program. 
If you have any questions, 
contact John at (317) 627-1660 or             
johnporay@gmail.com.

Start planning now by choosing 
your song, arrange for someone to 
accompany you if needed, and get 
some practice in. We look forward 
to seeing and listening to you on 
June 29! 

You don’t need to sing or play 
to attend. All are invited to come 
and enjoy an evening of uplifting 
music and fellowship among First 
Baptist family and friends. 

- First Baptist Worship Board

Gospel Music Night Coming June 29: Sign Up Now!

What are Spiritual Gifts?

A Spiritual gift is a 
God-given ability that is 
given to individuals by 
the Holy Spirit. These 
gifts allow us as the body 
of Christ to work through 
life and carry out the 
mission of the Church.  

This year the Spiritual 
Development Board 
came together and 
sparked an interest in 
this topic. As a board, 
we took a journey 

together to find our 
Spiritual Gifts. Through 
this journey, we learned 
a lot about ourselves 
and the Holy Spirit. The 
journey was incredibly 
informative and 
spiritually awaking.  

Does this topic 
interest you? Stay tuned 
to find out more about 
all the wonderful gifts 
that the Holy Spirit gives 
to us as individuals. 

“We have different gifts, according to 
the grace given us…let (us) use (them) in                     
proportion to our faith.”    - Romans 12:6
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Children’s Worship

for Elementary children during both services

Crazy Frisbee 
Golf & Ice 

Cream Sundaes
May 15

 4-5 p.m.

Introducing...

Love God. Love People. All Summer.
The Youth Ministry at FBCP has a new name 

and a new vision for the summer! Now called 
Ignite, the youth ministry is launching a brand 
new summer schedule focused on loving God 
and loving people ALL SUMMER LONG! Students 
will be the first to have the schedule in hand, and 
the official launch party is Sunday, June 5!

EVENTS INCLUDE:

- Wacky Wednesdays

- 4th of July Fireworks Party!

- Special one-day retreats for middle school &  
        high school students

- End of summer youth retreat at Indian Creek                   
        Baptist Camp

- KINGS ISLAND TRIP!

- And so, so much more!

Sunday Morning Youth Group
Launching May 1, students are invited to the 

Loft at 9 a.m. each Sunday for a casual gathering 
and time of fellowship. Afterward, all are invited 
to sit as a group with Pastor Nikki during second 
service!

VBS is here!

June 12-16 from 6-8 p.m.                                         
Children 3yrs. – entering 6th grade

Oasis Café from 5:15-6 p.m.
For children, families, & volunteers

VBS Volunteers Needed!
We need Preschool & Elementary Crew leaders as 
well as volunteers to help with the Oasis Café, snacks, 
decorating set up & tear down.  Contact Pat Connell or 
Pastor Joyce if you can help!
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Sunday Lunch Connection
Enjoy lunch every Sunday 
after second service. 
Each week is a different 
location! Check the weekly 
bulletin or contact the 
office for restaurant 
information.

Join us for 
Sunday School!

9 a.m.
Anchored in Faith 
(Room 325)

10:30 a.m.
Breaking Dawn with Friends  (Church Office)
Learning Through Love & Laughter  (Room 325)

Bonfire & Game Night
at Pastor Nikki’s!

Saturday, May 21
6-9 p.m.
Bring a summer     

   side dish!

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study 
Join in on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the Hospitality 

Room as this group dives into a new study, “Take 
a Walk with Ruth & the God who ROCKED HER 

WORLD!” 

Walk time
 

Mondays & Wednesdays
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  | The FMC

Look at the 
present through 
the eyes of the past!

Join Randy Worthington 
& others to discuss 
topics of the day on 
the first Wednesday of 
the month at noon, 
beginning June 1! Bring 
your own lunch  (brown bag lunch).

The Beef House Dinner Theatre
Don’t miss “Elvis, The Musical” in Covington 

on July 14! Cost is $55. Contact Carol Hanger to 
reserve a seat at this fun event.



6 fIrst baptIst church plaInfIeld

Little did I know last year, as 
I talked about the American 
Baptist One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering, that those 
funds would be a constant source 
of blessing to share God’s love 
with neighbors in need in an area 
we know of personally.

It was on Saturday, May 22, 
2021. The skies of the 
eastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
turned red as Mt. 
Nyiragongo erupted 
just outside the town 
of Goma, where our 
American Baptist 
Missionaries Bill and 
Ann Clemmer serve.  The 
lava flow burned schools, 
churches, and over 3,000 
homes in its wake and 
left over 25,000 people homeless. 

Eventually it was decided 
most of Goma should evacuate, 
because methane gas in the 
bottom of adjoining Lake Kivu 
might possibly explode.  More 
than 400,000 people made their 
way to adjoining territories and 
countries who might accept 
them.  Many lost every possession 
they could not carry in their arms.

One Great Hour of Sharing 
funds were immediately sent 
to Heal Africa, a companion 

organization, to assist with food, 
transportation, medicine and 
essential expenses. 

The need in Goma has been 
great for all of 2021.  Funds have 
been regularly sent to meet the 
needs at intervals throughout the 
year. Through your generosity, 
you have helped IM Global 
Servants Ann and Bill Clemmer 

distribute one-and-a-half tons 
of flour, beans, rice, and oil.  You 
provided hundreds of people 
who lost all their possessions 
with much-needed home goods 
— mattresses to sleep on and 
bedding, as well as pots in which 
to cook. 

Nearly 500 people received 
training and funds to begin small 
businesses to support themselves 
and their children.   Your gifts 
provided clothing, shoes, urgent 
medical care, and goats to replace 
those lost in the lava flow.

God was at work through you 
and through the placement of our 
global servants to supply needs 
and even bring moments of joy in 
the town of Goma.

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Offering 2022 will be received 
in June. The mission is the same 
now as it was over 70 years ago 
when it was first begun: to assist 
those in need following a disaster 
of natural or human origin.  Any 
gift you give, of any size, can be 
used by God and will make a 

difference.

News from Ann and 
Bill Clemmer: 

Bill continues to work 
developing projects 
to address needs in 
different parts of the 
world (Yemen, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Haiti, Mali).  
They will be in the US this 
summer and will attend 

the World Mission conference 
at Green Lake, Wisconsin in July, 
accompanied by their pastor here 
in Goma.

News from Katie and Taku 
Longkumer: 

We will depart from Chicago on 
April 10th and arrive in Dimapur 
April 12th.  This 30+ hour journey 
will be 20 hours in the air and 
a long night sitting with our 
luggage for 9 hours waiting for 
the final hop home to Dimapur!

Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris
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TIE articles due 
Wednesday, May 11!

office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Please drop off written 
items in the church office, 
or email articles as a Word 

document to:

Hannah Smith — May 1
Debra Ryker — May 8

Barbara Sanders — May 8
Quinn Sparenblek — May 10

Belinda Balz — May 11
Faith Singleton — May 11

Anita Sipe — May 12
Jody Smith — May 12

Don Clemons — May 18
John Marshall — May 22
Ron Saxman  — May 24

Lauren Addison — May 26
Marsha Saxman — May 28

Butch Watson — May 30

2022 Church Statistics      —          Tithes & Offerings

   March 27 April 3  April 10  April 17
General   $10,075  $15,950  $6,770  $7,123
Building Fund  $0  $0  $420  $0
Debt Reduction  $0  $0  $0  $0
Misc.   $515  $1,245  $2,148  $13,147
Total   $10,590  $17,195  $9,338  $20,270

April 24 
$4,621
$30
$0
$1,635
$6,286

Tithes & Offerings: 
Taste of Thailand

Total   $1,578

Witmer Offering  $1,225
Mission Dinner  $353

Church Family News
The family of Bob Lydick would 

like to thank the wonderful 
church family at FBC for all the 
love you’ve shown us these past 
days.  

We cherish the memory of our 
dad, but know he is full of joy 
with all that Heaven promises. 
(We suspect that Judy was right 
alongside Jesus welcoming dad 
home!) 

Pastor John did an incredible 
Christian tribute that we know 
our dad would have smiled 
at, the Connectedness Board 
and Deacon Board provided 
nourishment for us, Aaron 
Castleman and Kevin Moore 
added their skills to the 
memorial service, Pastor Nikki 
and Linda Hood meeting our 
every need...cards, calls, meals, 
and well wishes to bless us as 
we mourn our loss.  Thank you, 
thank you, thank you!  

Love, 
Reann & John Poray, Larry & 

Tammi Lydick, and family

Thank you to everyone who 
assisted and participated in 
the baby showers for Natalie 
and Antonia. The families 
were overwhelmed by your 
caring love showed to them. I 
was told Natalie immediately 
went through all Nathan’s gifts 
when they got home from the 
hospital.

  - Linda Swank
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“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.  If you really know me, you will know my 
Father as well. From now on, you do know him and 

have seen him.’”

– John 14:6-7 NIV

First Baptist Church Plainfield
1012 Stafford Road
Plainfield, IN 46168

Seek Jesus.

Reach the community.

Do life together.

First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Dated Material

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.

Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall

Senior Pastor

Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children &      
Spiritual Development

Pastor Nikki Shover
Associate Pastor, Youth &
Young Adults

First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist 
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew 
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching 
in obedience to God’s command.”

https://firstbaptistplainfield.org 

