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Work to identify a qualified 
candidate to serve as the Worship 
Team leader for our contemporary 
service, held each Sunday at 10:30 
a.m., began this past December.

The Worship Board, as directed 
by the Church Constitution, is 
serving as the Search Committee. 
In addition to me, the Board 
includes Luanne Marshall and 
Michelle Moore.  

Pastor John is also an important 
part of the committee, and Laura 
Lemons, chair of the Personnel 
Relations Board, is providing 

support to this group. 

The committee has met regularly 
and prayerfully over these past 
few months.

The Search Committee 
developed a job description and 
position requirements and then 
posted the position on several 
online job boards in mid-January. 
Christian based and secular job 
boards are being used to obtain a 
broad reach.

There have been a handful of 
applicants thus far. 

Each has received an initial 
review by the committee for 

possible follow-up.  We continue 
to post the position as we look 
for additional responses from 
interested applicants.

The Search Committee set a 
target date of April 1 to bring a 
candidate forward to the Church. 

Though meeting that date is 
still possible, it is more likely that 
it will be after that date, as the 
number of qualified applicants 
has been less than hoped. 

The pool of people that have the 
skills and experience needed for 
this position, and who are willing 
to work part-time, is not large.

continued on page 3

By John Poray
Worship Board Chair
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Did you know that the ancient 
Jewish people celebrated a 
number of festivals? Festivals 
were celebrated to remember 
significant events in their history.  
There were three primary festivals 
that commemorated their 
liberation from slavery in Egypt 
and their journey to the promised 
land.  In this article (and the next 
two) I want to highlight how 
interesting these festivals are, not 
just for the Jewish faith, but for 
Christians as well. 

Each of these events involved 
celebration and thanksgiving 
accompanied by feasting with 
great joy.

The first of these festivals was 
the feast of Passover. This feast 
was celebrated in remembrance 
of the night the Jewish slaves were 
instructed to put lamb’s blood 
on their door posts so the angel 
of death would “pass over” their 
homes in Egypt.

The Feast of Weeks was 
celebrated 50 days after the Feast 
of Passover, and later, for those 
Jews who knew Jesus, it became 
known as the Feast of Pentecost.

The third feast is the Feast of 
the Tabernacle. I am really looking 
forward to introducing that one 
to you!

The Feast of Passover  was 
celebrated to remember the 
bitterness of their 400 years 
of slavery in Egypt and the joy 
of liberation when it came. 
The following gives a brief 
generic overview of part of the 
celebration:

The Passover lamb was sacrificed 
early in the day, around 9 a.m., and 
then the lamb was put in the oven 
at 3 p.m. The blood of the sacrificed 
lamb served to cover their sins, and 
on the original night of passover it 
protected them from the angel of 
death. 

The feast of Passover is a 
celebratory remembrance that 
God is their deliverer, their 
rescuer, their savior. I’m sure you 
see the connection, but to provide 
more detail, think about this:

Jesus was crucified at 9 a.m. Jesus 
was put in the tomb at 3 p.m. Jesus’ 
blood removed our sins. His death 
did more than cover sins, it paid the 
wages of  sin (see Romans 6:23), 
removed sin’s power over us and 
conquered the power of death.

It has to be more than 
coincidence that the timing 
of Jesus’ death happened on 
Passover. Those who had ears to 
hear and eyes to perceive would 
make the connection. Paul did 
and wrote in 1 Corinthians 5:7,  “For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed.” Christ, our deliverer, our 

rescuer, our savior our passover 
lamb. His deliverance is a prayer 
away. Many of us have asked Jesus 
to save us and have experienced 
the freedom that his saving, his 
deliverance, brings. 

I want to briefly provide more 
biblical evidence that in Jesus, 
our sins aren’t just covered but are 
completely removed. 

John 1:29 says this: “The next day 
John saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world!’”

Hebrews 8:12 reminds us 
of the New Covenant promise 
from Jeremiah 31:31-34 and says 
this: “For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no 
more.”

And Colossians 2:14 says, 
“Having canceled the charge of our 
legal indebtedness, which stood 
against us and condemned us; he has 
taken it away, nailing it to the cross.”

Jesus brings complete 
forgiveness and frees us from 
the power of sin. Romans 6:14 
says, “For sin shall no longer be your 
master, because you are not under 
the law, but under grace.” The King 
James Version words it this way: 
“For sin shall not have dominion over 
you…” 

Take a moment to rejoice in 
that truth. We are set free and 
fully forgiven through Jesus—our 
deliverer, our rescuer, our savior.

The meaning of the Festivals
By Pastor John
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Our thanks to Pastor of Youth 
and Young Adults Nikki Shover, 
who in mid-2020, added the 
temporary duties of Worship 
Team leader to her other 
responsibilities. 

She has provided Spirit-led 
leadership to the group over these 

many months, and we thank her 
for her time, the additional work 
she has done, and the talent she 
has brought to see us through this 
interim period.

Should anyone in the 
Congregation have questions 
about the process, or a suggestion 
of a candidate, please see one of 
the members of the committee. 

Please also be in prayer for the 
person God has chosen for this 
role and for the Committee.

 - John Poray
 Worship Board Chair

Contemporary worship leader search update
continued from page 1

Double Match Days
March 5 & March 26

Purchase $10 donation cards now through April 2 to provide food to our 
local Plainfield Federation of Churches Food Pantry at St. Mark’s. On March 

5 & March 26, donation matches will be doubled by Meijer, essentially 
tripling those days’ donation totals!
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Summer is fast approaching, and camp is 
on its way! This year, we will participate in two 
opportunities as a youth group at Indian Creek. On 
May 14th, we will participate in a day of service and 
prayer on the grounds. Then, the weekend of Aug. 
26th we will attend a retreat together. Mark your 
calendars, more info coming soon!

We’re Going to Camp!

Children’s Worship

for preschool & Elementary children 
during both services

Capture the Flag
Hike and Seek

March 6
 4-5 p.m.

Summer camp scholarships are available!
The church offers a scholarship for half of the price of camp for those who go to an American Baptist Camp. 

This applies to both children and youth. To apply for a scholarship, head to the Connection Hub on a Sunday 
morning or visit the Hub page on our website any time. It’s that easy!

View schedules online: Camp Tippy Indian Creek
    camptippy.org  campindiancreek.com



fIrst baptIst church plaInfIeld 5

We can’t wait to connect with you!

Walk Time
 

Mondays & Wednesdays
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  | The FMC

Tuesday Morning        
Women’s Bible Study

Tuesdays
10 a.m. | Hospitality Center

Single Sisters is a new group for women who are 
single or widowed, led by Mary Ann Skinner.

2nd & 4th Thursdays
10:30 a.m.

Hospitality Center

Join us for Sunday School!

9 a.m.
Anchored in Faith  —  The Loft

New Study beginning in March!

10:30 a.m.
Breaking Dawn with Friends  —  Church Office

Current Study: Life Lessons from Matthew by Max 
Lucado.

Learning Through Love & Laughter  —  Room 325
Current Study: Ten Women of the Bible by Max Lucado.

Group hike and 
picnic — details 
coming soon!
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Have you ever been surprised 
by God — by the strange requests 
he brings into your life, by the 
unusual incidences he expects 
you to endure for his sake?

 Throughout time God has done 
this to many people.

 Just remember, God asked 
Noah to build a large boat on 
which he was to live 
with his family and 
many smelly animals; 
possibly experiencing 
cabin fever as rain fell 
for what seemed like 
an endless period of 
time. Finally, a dove 
he had released came 
back with a fresh 
olive leaf.  But what 
lay ahead for them in 
this new reality?

In the New Testament, Paul 
found himself in prison many 
times while following God’s 
calling in his life. Once while 
imprisoned with Silas, they were 
in an inner cell and in stocks, 
when a violent earthquake 
loosened the prison doors and 
everybody’s chains came off.

The poor jailer was ready to fall 
on his sword when Paul yelled out 
that everybody was still in place. 
The jailer was shocked but knew 

he must ask Paul what he must do 
to be saved.

God always has a reason for 
what he asks us to do.

God has surprised me many 
times in my spiritual journey, 
but one of the most profound 
requests came in my early 20’s.  

I met my husband Darrel in 
college. We began dating, and 

I soon learned that his Grandpa 
Parris had worked in business for 
Blue Bunny Ice Cream Co.  Darrel’s 
father was a businessman in 
Indianapolis and his family was 
Christ-based for generations.

So, it was no surprise that 
he had always planned to be a 
Christian businessman and make 
money (his favorite phrase as he 
took on a newsboy delivery job 
as soon as he was old enough).  I 
married a businessman!

Four years and two children 

later, he received a strong call into 
ministry. Not being sure this call 
was real, he took counsel with 
three people whose advice he 
valued.

The final confirmation came 
from a lifelong friend who 
laughed and answered, “I was 
wondering when you would 
finally get the message!”

God certainly threw a curve in 
our plans.  We moved to Southern 
Seminary, and Darrel started 
classes mid-term.  I was teaching 

public school for the last 
half of the year and soon 
learned another child 
was on the way (making 
them 2 years, 1 year, and 
a newborn).

Teaching full time 
to support the family 
was not a reasonable 
solution.  Thus began 
what I call our “poverty 
years” of seminary 

training and baby raising.

But God had a plan.

God’s businessman became 
a minister and taught churches 
how they could honor God 
by taking care of the church 
property, paying their pastor a 
living wage, and still have more 
than enough money to support 
meaningful mission projects.  
He had no fear of talking plainly 
about money and how to use it 
for God’s kingdom.  God’s surprise 
became a blessing in many ways.

Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris

Have you ever been 
surprised by a strange 
request God brought 

to your life?
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TIE articles due 
Monday, March 14!

Please drop off written items in the church office, or email 
articles as a Word document to:

office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Bennett Allen — March 6
Donald Cummings — March 7

Zach Eaton — March 7
Kash Andrew Linton — March 7

Michelle Addison — March 8
Bill Compton — March 8

Alex Burns — March 11
Dave Phillips — March 11

Michelle Moore — March 12
Jane Roby — March 12

Kaye Buchholz  — March 14
Kevin Moore — March 14

Jennifer Burns — March 19
Karen McKnight — March 22

Nikki Shover — March 23
Britton Wolfe — March 23

Lin Hess — March 27
Ron Wallace — March 27

Karey Bockelman — March 29
Emmanuel Resto — March 30

2021-22 Church Statistics      —     Tithes & Offerings

   Jan. 16  JAN. 23  JAN. 30  FEB. 6
General   $4,799  $9,090  $8,905  $7,080
Building Fund  $0  $0  $0  $0
Debt Reduction  $0  $0  $0  $0
Misc.   $114  $363  $258  $1,049
Total   $4,799  $9,453  $8,353  $8,129

FEB. 13 
$9,439
$0
$0
$341
$9,780

Making a Difference in Haiti
Recently, FBCP donated $250 to 

ASPRODEC, a ministry in Haiti 
founded and operated by FBCP  
member Louise Jeune  Jean Elie. 

The funds were used to provide 
food and medicine to 60 children 

who were left homeless as a result 
of the August 2021 earthquake. 

Jean shared this photo (below) 
with us of the children who were 
impacted by our donation.
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“Resist the devil, standing firm in the faith, because you 
know that the family of believers throughout the world is 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all 
grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after 
you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you 

and make you strong, firm and steadfast.”

– 1 Peter 5:9-10 NIV

First Baptist Church Plainfield
1012 Stafford Road
Plainfield, IN 46168

Seek Jesus.

Reach the community.

Do life together.

First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Dated Material

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.

Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall

Senior Pastor

Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children & 

Spiritual Development

Pastor Nikki Shover
Associate Pastor, Youth & Young 

Adults; Interim Worship Leader
First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist 
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew 
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching 
in obedience to God’s command.”

https://firstbaptistplainfield.org 

