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Volunteers needed
The IGNITE Youth Ministry summer schedule has 

already been jam-packed, and July is no different! There 
are three HUGE opportunities for you to get involved with 
the youth ministry this month. Don’t just pray about it, 
do it! The opportunties to dive in are fast-approaching, 
and we need volunteers in lots of different ways! Contact 
Pastor Nikki via email or through the church office right 
away to get connected!

Friday, July 8: High School Retreat Day
Friday, July 15: Middle School Retreat Day
Wednesday, July 27: Kings Island Day Trip

Specific needs are below.

- Meals for day retreats, including persons to serve them 
& clean up

- Prayer partners for students on retreat days

- Chaperones for 
retreats

- Financial sponsors for 
students to go to Kings 
Island

- Persons interested in 
sharing their testimonies 
with students in various 
settings (prerecorded or at 
youth meetings)
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The gift of faith
This month, we will look at the 

spiritual gift of faith.

Hebrews 11:1-3 says:

“Now Faith is the reality of what 
is hoped for, the proof of what is 
not seen. This is how the ancestors 
won God’s approval. By Faith we 
understand that the universe was 
formed at God’s command, so that 
what is seen was not made out of 
what is visible.”

I have worked at the 
cytogenetics lab at IU Med Center 
working with chromosomes.  I 
have studied the stars from 
Pulsars to Quasars to Black Holes.   
After seeing what makes us 
who we are and seeing the stars 
through a telescope, my wonder 

of the scope 
of everything 
God is doing 
and has done, 
still amazes 
me!  If God can 
do all of this, 
then he can do 
anything.

Faith is to 
trust!  It is that 
simple.  The 
Greek work 
pistis (faith) 
means “to 
trust.”

Faith is a central part in our 
relationship with God.  No matter 
who we are, there is always 
going to be trying times.  These 

moments test our faith!  So, trust 
that God is in control.  He can 
move mountains!  He can help 
with the health of your loved 
ones.  He can end wars.  Trust him, 
have faith in him!  

College students, we at First 
Baptist Church Plainfield need 
you!  We have a program for 
college students where we pair an 
adult with a college student for 
each school year.  It is called the 
Barnabas Program.

The Barnabas that receives 
your name will do several things 
for you during the school year,  
such as praying for you daily, 
sending little gifts, snack items, 
and possibly a gift card for a 
restaurant.  All of this is done 

anonymously throughout the 
year.  Then, in June we host a 
reveal luncheon.  This is when 
you will find out who has been 
sending encouraging notes and 
praying for you during the year.

We have many people waiting 
to be a Barnabas to our college 
students.  Please consider signing 
up starting now.  You can sign up 
by filling out the form on the FBCP 
website or by stopping by the Hub 
on Sunday mornings.

College  students: Sign up for the Barnabas Program

Collin Campbell meets his barnabas 
at this year’s reveal luncheon!
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Mike Bickle is someone who 
taught me to pray combining 
scripture and prayer. This was 
very helpful and influential as 
a missionary in Brasil. For the 
next three articles in the Tie, I 
am utilizing this way to pray and 
inviting us to pray as a church. 

This last month we have been 
studying the book of Colossians. 
Something that stands out is 
the mention of how Paul was 
praying. I would like to invite you 
to read the following scripture 
and prayerfully read through the 
prayer I wrote as a guide for you to 
combine the scripture and prayer. 
It is my hope this will be helpful 
for you as well. 

Colossians 1:9 — Divine might 
in Intimacy

“For this reason, since the day we 
heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you. We continually ask 
God to fill you with the knowledge of 
his will through all the wisdom and 
understanding that the Spirit gives.”

We thank you for this prayer, 
oh God. I ask you as Paul prayed 
for that city, that we the church 
would understand your heart. We 
understand the knowledge of your 
will. We ask Lord, for the filling 
of your precise understanding 
how to build a community and 
how to meet needs. Fill us  with 
wisdom and understanding. 
Grant us the application of your 
understanding. Give us your 
wise application. We ask for 

divine might to accomplish your 
will oh Lord. Lead us, Oh Lord, 
to walk in the fullness of your 
understanding. Cause us, Oh Lord, 
to be fruitful in every ministerial 
endeavor. Make us fruitful people, 
bearing fruit in season. Release 
the knowledge of God on this 
world, and may our spirits long 
for a fresh touch of your intimacy. 
We ask for an increase of the 
knowledge of Jesus inside of us. 
Make Jesus be the center of all we 
do. Release the power that comes 
through Jesus, raise us from a 
place of apathy, darkness and 
usher in the passion and the light 
that comes from Jesus. Oh Lord, 
bring about a divine might of 
intimacy in everyone of us this day 
— an intimacy that connects us to 
your will and persevere through 
the days ahead. Amen.

Praying from the book of Colossians
By Pastor John
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End of 
summer 
trip!

Signups are open now for our Kings Island 
Trip! Want to volunteer as a chaperone? Contact 
Pastor Nikki for more details!

Wednesday, July 27th
Cost: $75 

Cost includes food and drinks all day at the 
park. If cost is a concern, talk to Pastor Nikki. 
Assistance is available!

Children’s Worship

for Elementary children during both services

Crazy Water 
Games!

June 26
 4-5 p.m.

Love God. Love People. All Summer.

We want to give a 

“Monumental” Thanks 

to all who helped at 

VBS and to those who 

donated food!



fIrst baptIst church plaInfIeld 5

Join us for 
Sunday School!

9 a.m.
Anchored in Faith 
(Room 325)

10:30 a.m.
Breaking Dawn with Friends  (Church Office)
Learning Through Love & Laughter  (Room 325)

Walk time
 

Mondays & Wednesdays
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  | The FMC

July 6th
12 p.m.
Bring your own sack 
lunch!

Topic: Christian 
response to a violent 
world.

Look at the present through the eyes of 
the past!

The Beef House Dinner Theatre
Don’t miss “Elvis, The Musical” 

in Covington on July 14! Cost is $55. 
Contact Carol Hanger to reserve a seat 

at this fun event.

Wonder Life
Summer Small Group

Beginning June 26, young adults will take a 
journey through a workbook style study titled 
“Wonderlife” by Mike Foster. Its subtitle captures 
the focus perfectly: “A not-so-perfect guide to who 
you are and why you’re here.” Based on Psalm 139, 
we will explore 
important 
questions, 
prompts, and 
activities each 
week as we 
scribble our 
stories all over 
the pages of our 
books! We will 
meet on Sundays 
at 9 a.m. through 
the summer.
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Penny Project Collection Still Happening!
Donations to the Family 

Promise Penny Project are still 
being accepted. 

Please designate your donation 
on the church website by clicking 
on the GIVE button and specifying 
Penny Project in the note. 

Blessing Baskets are given to 
families with children who are 
coming out of homelessness. 

Thank you for your generous 
giving!

How is God calling you to 
help make Christ known?  Is 
God urging you to make a new 
ministry possible?  1 Peter 4:10 
states “Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s Grace.”

At the same time as God calls 
our global servants, God is calling 
on individuals and churches 
to provide the support they 
need.  Someone we know and 
appreciate has answered the 
call to provide practical help and 
hope to global servants on Home 
Assignment.

Rev. John Parsley grew up on 
a 126-acre farm about an hour’s 
drive south of Indianapolis, 
where Bean Blossom Creek flows 
through the valley among rolling 
hills.

“When I go to the World 

Mission Conference and see the 
commissioning service, I weep 
when I think of the sacrifice these 
families are making,” John says.  
“They leave home and often come 
back with no place to call home.”

John has served as a pastor for 
churches in Indiana, Utah, and 
Kansas, and his wife of forty-
one years, Susie, teaches piano 
lessons and offers classes on 
healthy eating and living.  When 
John retired recently, the couple 
decided to move back to the 
family farm and build a house—
not just for themselves but to 
offer rest and retreat for IM’s 
global servants.

John and Susie’s own living 
space will be downstairs so 
that guests can have a private 
bedroom, bathroom, and lounge 
area upstairs.  “Our intent is to 
host our guests for two or three 
nights at a time,” John says.  “We 
will provide housing, meals, 
and R&R, as well as a base for 

whatever travel they need while 
visiting Indiana.”

When John and Susie planned 
for retirement, their family and 
friends encouraged them to 
dream big—not in terms of size 
or luxury but in terms of how they 
wanted to retire.  What dreams 
will God put on your heart for 
2022 and beyond?

The above story appeared in a 
personal letter from International 
Ministries.  John Parsley gave 
permission to share their story 
through MISSION MOMENTS.

Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris

John and Susie Parsley
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TIE articles due 
Wednesday, July 13!

office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Please drop off written 
items in the church office, 
or email articles as a Word 

document to:

Brayden Neese — July 3
Stacey Edrington — July 7

Gwen Shutters — July 7
Mike Davidson — July 9
Sean Addison — July 11

Bev Nay — July 12
David Wilson — July 13
David Burton — July 17

Peyton Duncan — July 18
Dick Mayes — July 18

Garrett Shover  — July 20
Tracy Morgan — July 26

Mary Ann Skinner — July 26
Addison Hession — July 28

Mike Wilson — July 31
Bristol Wolfe — July 31

2022 Church Statistics    —   Tithes & Offerings

  May 29  June 5  June 12
General  $6,231  $10,161  $8,155
Rebuilding Fund $10,543  $1,220  $3,615
Misc.  $819  $1,327  $2,120
Total  $17,893  $12,708  $13,890

Tithes & Offerings: 
Rebuilding

the Foundation

For updated totals during the 
month, see progress poster in 

the main hallway.

Amount Raised

Food Pantry Hours
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

710 E. Buchanan St.
Plainfield, IN

Wednesday
10-12 p.m.

Thursday*
5-6:30 p.m.

*Third Thurs. only

Saturday*
9-11 a.m.

*First & Second Sat. only

CROP WALK
Sunday, Sept. 25th
2 p.m.
CROP Walk for Hunger Relief

The CROP walk (Christian 
Rural Overseas Program) is a 
community wide event sponsored 
by Church World Services and 
organized by local churches or 
groups to raise funds to end 
hunger at home and around the 
world.

Church Family News
As a surprise for his 80th 

birthday, the children of John and 
Nancy Copeland arranged with 
the local chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
to purchase a military banner 
honoring John for his military 
service during the Cold War.  Look 
for John’s banner on the south side 
of U.S. 40 across the street from 
McAlister’s Deli.  Happy Belated 
Birthday, John, and thank you for 
your service.

$40,055

COMBINED CHURCH SERVICE
Sunday, July 3 at 10 a.m.
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“I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your 
name for ever and ever. Every day I will praise you and 
extol your name for ever and ever. Great is the Lord and 
most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. 
One generation commends your works to another; they 

tell of your mighty acts.”

– Psalms 145:1-4 NIV

First Baptist Church Plainfield
1012 Stafford Road
Plainfield, IN 46168

Seek Jesus.

Reach the community.

Do life together.

First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Dated Material

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.

Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall

Senior Pastor

Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children &      
Spiritual Development

Pastor Nikki Shover
Associate Pastor, Youth &
Young Adults

First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist 
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew 
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching 
in obedience to God’s command.”

https://firstbaptistplainfield.org 

