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When I was a child, I was six years old and I wrote a prayer on a piece of paper. I still have that prayer. It was 
a simple prayer asking God to help me. It was only about 10 words long, but it was my prayer to God as a child. 
And God heard.

When I was in college, I stood on a bridge at night in Nashville, Tennessee and asked God to help me to 
know the direction of my life. I was asking God for guidance as I was preparing to graduate from college. And 
God heard. 

When I was a missionary in Brasil, my youngest son Seth was in a hospital and his health was declining. All 
the attempts of the doctors to heal my son were not  working. Luanne and I felt alone in that hospital in Brasil. 
We prayed. And God heard, and God healed my son.

Throughout my life I can recall times when I prayed. I remember moments of desperation, fear, high levels 
of anxiety. I remember asking for direction when I was lost; a blessing when I felt empty; resources when I 
had nothing; and a word when I had nothing to say. I prayed for healing. I prayed for the Spirit. I prayed for 
wisdom. I prayed for courage. I prayed for God’s presence. I prayed and every time I prayed… God heard.

I want to invite you to begin a journey. For many it won’t be the first time you prayed. You have prayed many 
times before and God heard. For many of you prayer is a daily habit. Let’s do it together.

I am inviting you on a journey with me as we step into what is before us this coming year. I invite you to join 
me on Wednesday evenings for a prayer encounter. Will you join me? 

Let’s begin a season of prayer where God’s people gather to pray at 5:30 every Wednesday beginning Feb 1.

A JOURNEY OF PRAYER
By Pastor John

Solomon, the King of Israel, stood up. He lifted 
 his hands to God and prayed. Solomon prayed 
from the temple, asking God to hear all the prayers 
offered to God. Prayers to bring healing to the land. 
Prayers for redemption. Prayers for deliverance.  
And God heard those prayers.
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Thank you for your generosity to the Deacon Fund during 2022. Because you gave, lives have been

changed here in our church and our community. Besides our monthly donation to the Plainfield

Christian Support Center which helps persons and families in need in the community with rent and

utilities, we have also blessed 11 church families, 5 community families, 10 ABC college age missionary

kids and 3 charitable community organizations with financial aid to meet needs. Thank you for being a

blessing to others!

Thank you!
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Traditional Service
Sundays at 9 a.m.

Features classic, well-known 
choruses & hymns and a message 

from Pastor John.

Contemporary Service
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Features modern, energetic 
praise through song and a 
message from Pastor John.

Both Services are available in 
person or via facebook live.

Join us Wednesday, February 22nd
Tour the Amish Country Popcorn 

factory in Berne.

Enjoy an incredible buffet lunch at 
the Back 40 Junction, a historic 

railroad theme restaurant.

Join us for Sunday School!
9:00 a.m. 
 Anchored in Faith
 The Table  

10:30 a.m.
Breaking Dawn with Friends  

Learning Through Love & Laughter

Class for Multilingual Speakers   

Walk Time
Mondays & Wednesdays

10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  | The FMC

Feb 1st

Topic: Baptist Roots
at Noon

Bring your own sack lunch. 
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Children’s Worship

9 a.m. Service  —  Preschool - 5th Grade
10:30 a.m. Service  —  K - 5th Grade

From 6 – 7:30 p.m. 
for food, games, & Bible study.   

SUNDAYS  10:30 A.M.

for preschoolers

SUNDAY MORNING YOUTH     9 AM   

Nursery & Wobbler/Toddler Rooms
Available during both services

Moving to the new Children’s Worship area in the 
Atrium!!

LET’S PAINT!

Blast Kids!

February 19th
1 - 3 PM

Join us!
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deacon ministry
In October, your Deacon Board blessed our college age American Baptist Missionary 

Kids with a small Amazon gift card.  In the following months, we will share their notes 
of thanks.  Our next note is from Julia Winter.

Dear First Baptist Church,

Thank you so much for your generous Amazon gift card! I am beyond grateful 
for it.   A little life update on me: I am currently studying at Liberty University in 
Virginia and absolutely loving it. I’m studying Strategic Communications: Social 
Media Management with the intent of being a (mostly) full time fiction author 
someday. I’m about halfway through my Sophomore year and am enjoying 
most of my classes.  I would love to know some of the fun things going on at your 
church! Is there a sermon series that you’re going through? Have there been any 
church events lately? How can I be praying for your church? 

Blessings, and thank you again,

Julia Witmer                  

           

Dear FBCP Family,

Our sincere appreciation to all who helped to make the 
celebration service for Dave something very special.

Our faith assures us that he is enjoying the splendors of 
heaven that we can’t even imagine. 
 
We would love to thank you for the donations made  
in honor of Dave.

Much love and many blessings to you all.

Family of David McMahan

Dear First Baptist Church Family,

Thank you to all our church family. Your caring and 
love shown through cards, food, visitation, and 
prayers were so appreciated by each family member! 
 
Your kindness means the world to us!

Isaac Day Family
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During much of 2022, we 
listened with interest to news 
reports of someone being held as 
prisoner in a foreign country for 
something most people would 
consider minor.  We were grateful 
when the situation was resolved, 
and the prisoner was safely back 
in their home country.   

This situation occurs more 
often than any of us know.  
Sometimes they are taken 
prisoner because of their politics, 
social standing, popularity, 
athletic ability, religious beliefs, 
and occasionally because they are 
trying to do God’s will.

Recently I have been praying 
for a missionary who is currently 
in a high security prison in 
Mozambique, in Southeast 
Africa.  Ryan Koher is a pilot for 
Mission Aviation Fellowship 
(MAF Headquartered in Nampa, 
Idaho).  The motto of MAF is: 
“Serving together to bring help, 
hope, and healing through 
aviation.  To see isolated people 
changed by the love of Christ.”  

In 2021, Ryan and his wife 
Annabel, started their service in 
this extremely poor country.  On 
November 4, 2022, Ryan set out 
for a routine all day flight. He met 
two South African nationals at an 
airport in southern Mozambique. 

He was to pick up supplies for 
orphanages in the northern part 
of the country.  It was a flight 
(known as Ambassador Aviation 
Ltd. in Mozambique) that MAF 
has flown many times since 2014.  
Before the airplane was loaded, 
police conducted a normal scan 
of the goods and had concerns 
about some vitamins, over-the-
counter medications, and food 
preservative supplies that were 
going to staff at the orphanages.

Ryan and the two South 
Africans (ages 77 and 69) 
were detained that day on an 
accusation that quickly escalated 
to “supporting terrorism.”  It 
has now been over two months 
of incarceration for Ryan and 
the two South Africans without 
any written charges and an 
investigation that is ongoing.

The northern part of the 
country has been dealing with 
jihadist insurgents for the past 
couple of years.  You may be 
familiar with the magazine 
Christianity Today.  

They have written an excellent 
article about Ryan and the 
conflict in northern Mozambique 
dated December 2, 2022.

An official from the U.S. 
Embassy was to visit Ryan on 
January 6, 2023.  Most visitors 
have been turned away, except 
for Ryan’s attorney.  Embassy 
officials believe Ryan is innocent 
of any charges and his release is a 
priority for them.

Ryan’s wife, Annabel, and 
their two young sons, Elias and 
Hezekiah, have now returned to 
the U.S. in line with MAF security 
protocols and are being cared for 
by family, their church family and 
MAF staff.

Please pray for this young 
mission family.

Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris
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2022 -2023 Church Statistics      —          Tithes & Offerings

   Dec 25  &  31  Jan 1                          Jan 8                                   Jan 15   
 
General   $15,636  $2,393                       $7,188                               $6,412
building Fund  $      750           $       50                            $     220                             $       35
Misc.   $       597  $       94                       $1,086                              $    354
Total   $16,983  $2,537                         $8,494                           $6,412

TIE articles due       
Wednesday, Feb 15!

Tithes & Offerings: 
Rebuilding

the Foundation

For updated totals during the 
month, see progress poster in 

the main hallway.

Amount Raised

$100,046

Emma Albertson — February 2
Emanise Voltaire —  February 2  

Heath Zeiner  — February 3 
Emily Burns —  February 4 

Lizzy Bockelman — February 5  
Vickie Davidson — February 5  
 Karen Johnson — February 6  

Sue Roe —  February 6 
Sally Sutherlin — February 10 
Don Senteney — February 11  
Teresa Smith  — February 14  

Frizzner Clairzier—February 15 
Theresa Eaton — February 15  
Matty Miller  — February 23  

Beth Castleman — February 25
Terry Smith — February 27 

Marcella Treboldi — February 27 
Cerasela Harris  — February 28 
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And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers  
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep  

on praying for all the Lord’s people. 
– Ephesians 6:18

 

First Baptist Church Plainfield
1012 Stafford Road
Plainfield, IN 46168

Seek Jesus.

Reach the community.

Do life together.

First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.

Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall

Senior Pastor

Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children &      
Spiritual Development

First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist 
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew 
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching 
in obedience to God’s command.”


