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Life can get very busy during the holiday season and its easy to let the true meaning of Christmas 
get pushed into the background. Bring the celebration of the birth of Christ back into focus for you and 
your family by attending the special Christmas season and New Year’s Day worship services at First 
Baptist Church Plainfield. 

Christmas Eve Service – Saturday, December 24, 6:30 pm                                                                              
 a traditional service with favorite songs and hymns of the Christmas season   

Christmas Day Service – Sunday, December 25, 10:00 am                                                                                    
 a combined service with music led by our contemporary worship team

New Year’s Day Service – Sunday, January 1, 10:00 am                                                                                      
  a combined service, with music led by our traditional music worship team



2 fIrst baptIst church plaInfIelD

By Pastor John

Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall call 
his name Immanuel.”         
- Isaiah 7:14

Behold! Isaiah, in this 
incredible verse, wants us to 
behold, but what does that 
mean? Behold what? 

Behold Isaiah’s declaration of 
epic proportions. Something not 
possible is going to happen. A 
virgin will conceive and bear a 
son, and this impossible event 
is the sign to look for. We are to 
behold the impossible. This child, 
this son born out of impossibility, 
will be called Immanuel. God 
with us.

When Isaiah prophesied a 
thousand years before Jesus’ 
birth that God was coming to be 
with us, no one could imagine it. 
Can we imagine it now that it’s 
come to pass - this moment the 
world was changed forever and 
the impossible became possible? 

This moment that’s about 
so much more than a virgin 
conceiving and giving birth, 
even though that fact is quite 
astonishing. 

In this moment the people of 
God who had been seeking God, 
trying to get to know their elusive 
God were going to experience 
God living among them. The 
message of Isaiah is this - God is 
going to be here. God is going to 
be with us personally. 

But even as we acknowledge 
that the impossible became 
reality, we also need to 
acknowledge that God being 
with humans wasn’t something 
completely new. 

God was with Adam in the 
Garden, and as highlighted in our 
last series God was with Joseph. 
God spoke to Moses and wrestled 
with Jacob. God is near, always 
near. 

But this moment that Isaiah 
is prophesying is something 
different. God was coming to all 
of humankind in human flesh, 
and was going to make the way 
for us to know who he is. He 
was going to show us what he’s 
like and make it possible for the 
fullness of God to dwell with and 
in us. To dwell with and in God 
both here and for eternity.

Let’s take this a step further. 
Christmas is coming. It’s an 
exciting and busy time of year. 
But beyond all the anticipation 
and celebration, let’s make time 

to behold the mystery that God 
is with us, in us, around us. See it, 
look for it, pay attention to it. 

And as we ponder this mystery, 
as our our hearts are softened 
again by the babe in the manger, 
as we take time to remember, 
experience and behold, my 
prayer is that others behold 
Christ in each of us. How we live, 
how we give, how we love, how 
we prioritize others allows people 
to behold Emmanuel.

God with us is more than a 
scripture verse to be read and 
remembered during the month 
of December. It’s the reality of our 
lives. Emmanuel is God with us. 

And as we are with others we 
share the truth that God so loved 
each one of them that he gave his 
son, now the resurrected Christ 
who guides us by the Holy Spirit, 
who loves unconditionally and is 
with us always...  

Behold! Emmanuel has come.

Emmanuel, God is with us
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INDIANAPOLIS FESTIVAL OF TREES

A trip to the Indianapolis Festival of Trees on 
Thursday, December 1. This is the perfect way to 
brighten your day with the a winter wonderland. 

They have more than 75 elaborately decorated trees 
representing individuals, families and organizations 

from around Indiana. We will enjoy holiday music, 
special displays, & lunch at the Stardust Café.   

See Pastor Joyce to sign up. 

Walk Time
Mondays & Wednesdays

10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  | The FMC

 Bring your own sack lunch. 

Topic: Holiday Traditions

Join us for Sunday School!
9:00 a.m.
Classes start at 9:00 a.m.
 
Anchored in Faith
 
The Table  

10:30 a.m.
Classes start at 10:30 a.m.

Breaking Dawn with Friends  

Learning Through Love & Laughter   

Dec. 7th
12 p.m.

Traditional Service
Sundays at 9 a.m.

Features classic, well-known 
choruses & hymns and a message 

from Pastor John.

Contemporary Service
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Features modern, energetic 
praise through song and a 
message from Pastor John.

Both Services are available in 
person or via facebook live.
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Children’s Worship

9 a.m. Service  —  Preschool - 5th Grade
10:30 a.m. Service  —  K - 5th Grade

We are excited to announce that David Poray  
along with Lori Newlin & Kay O’Neill will begin 

leading Ignite on Sunday evenings!   
Join us from 6 – 7:30 p.m. 

for food, games, & Bible study.   

Come discover how young people changed the  
world in Bible times!  Randy Worthington 

 is leading this Bible Study with Lori Newlin.   

SUNDAYS

10:30 A.M

Birthday Party for Jesus

December 25  
During 10 a.m.  
worship service

SUNDAY MORNING YOUTH     9 AM   

Special Events for Youth

Dec. 18              Christmas Party from 6-7:30 p.m. 

Dec. 11              Christmas Caroling from 4-6:30 p.m

CHRISTMAS 
Party

BLAST

December 18th  4:00pm 
Come for Crafts,  
Snacks, and fun! 

Nursery & Wobbler/Toddler Rooms
Available during both services
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deacon ministry

In October, your Deacon Board blessed our college age ABC Missionary Kids (MK) 
with a small Amazon gift card.  In the following months, we will share their notes of  
thanks.  Our first note is from Rachel Good.

Dear FBC Plainfield,

Thank you so much for the gift card! I’m sorry it took me a while to respond,  
I have been working on midterms this month.

I currently live in the country of Hungary, in the city of Debrecen. I study  
Biology at the University of Debrecen. My favorite area of Biology is Animal 
Behavior. I recently got to help with field work in my department, where we  
catch wild birds and check their health, size, and ring them for identification.  
This year is my last year of Biology, and I will be finishing my thesis.

Other than my school activities, I am involved in my Hungarian church’s youth  
group. My friends and I like to hang out, grab coffee, and study together. The  
church I attend is the International Church of Debrecen, where my parents  
and I work to build bridges between the international community and the  
Hungarian community. 

Thank you for your interest and support in what we, as missionary kids, are  
doing. I have always believed that even though my parents are the ones who  
officially get the title of missionary, my siblings and I are also missionaries.  
God has blessed  me with the opportunity to live overseas, and he continues to  
work here in Hungary as well as in my own life. 

 Blessings,                         

           Rachel Good

The Deacon Board is pleased to sponsor our 
traditional Christmas Caroling Evening on 
Sunday, Dec. 11 at 4 p.m.  This is a time when 
we can spread a little Christmas cheer and joy 
to our homebound members. After caroling, 
we’ll enjoy a Soup Supper in the Hospitality 
Room.  Mark your calendars for this holiday 
favorite!



6 fIrst baptIst church plaInfIelD

As we approach the end of 
2022, we come to the final 
American Baptist National 
Offering of the year.  The 
RETIRED MINISTERS AND 
MISSIONARIES OFFERING 
(RMMO), appreciates the 
extraordinary commitment of 
such church leaders, missionaries 
and their widowed spouses who 
have devoted 15 or more years of 
service to the American Baptist 
family.  Our own FBCP has two 
retired ministers still living:  Marc 
& Harriett Hays and John & Susie 
Parsley.  We also have several 
Widows whose husbands served 
American Baptist Churches.  
When those servants receive 
a “THANK YOU CHECK”, it is a 
wonderful reminder of their 
connection to the American 
Baptist Churches USA family.  
Please consider giving to this 
special offering.

Kentucky Mission Trip
Last month we covered topics 

like, Who is the coordinator?  
Where do we sleep? What do we 
eat? What will we do?  How much 
does it cost?  

This month the questions are 
still flowing:  How do we pay 
for this trip then?  We accept 
monetary donations and people 

have been very generous.  Checks 
can be made out to Coffee Creek 
Association (CCA) ABWM and 
mailed to Grace Flynn at 139 N. 
Sharon Dr, Scottsburg, IN 47170.  
Be sure to specify on your check 
to which disaster area you want 
your gift to go.  Cash gifts are also 
welcome.  We may do some fund 
raisers or seek grant money as 
well.

Why do we go?  We want to 
show the love of Jesus to our 
brothers and sisters who have 
had their lives turned upside 
down by a disaster.  We allow 

them to tell us their story which 
contributes to their healing.  We 
can give them hugs.  Sometimes 
we can give them monetary 
gifts.  We bless them, in return 
we are also blessed, and lives are 
changed.

Who can go?  Anyone over the 
age of 13, who is healthy (can 
tolerate the heat!) can go with us.

How do I register?  On 
November 16, 2022, I had a 
nice chat with Patty Short and 
she promised to send some 
registration forms to the church 
by e-mail as soon as final plans 
have been set for the two 
mission trips planned for 2023.  I 
anticipate receiving forms by late 
January.

How much does it cost?  

The goal is to keep costs to 
the volunteers very low, free if 
possible.

You might need to supply some 
gas for your vehicle to get to the 
designated meeting spot before 
we leave Indiana.

When is the next trip?  At the 
present a trip is being planned  
for March of 2023 and another  
for June of 2023.

Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris

Interested 
in serving? 
Contact the 
mission trip 
coordinator 
today.

Mission Trip Coordinator:  
Patty Short

Cell:  812-595-1082

Email:  ppshort@frontier.com  
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Offering Envelopes
Thank you for your faithful giving! 

Envelopes may be picked up starting Dec. 
4th.  Contact the church office if you need 

envelopes. Online offerings can be made at 
firstbaptistplainfield.org/give

2022 Church Statistics      —          Tithes & Offerings

   Nov 6  Nov 13  Nov 20   
General   $8,137  $7,895  $7,282 
Rebuilding Fund  $  476  $4,765   $   562 
Misc.   $  702  $    675  $1,023 
Total   $9,315  $13,335  $8,867 

TIE articles due       
Wednesday, Dec 14!

Tithes & Offerings: 
Rebuilding

the Foundation

For updated totals during the 
month, see progress poster in 

the main hallway.

Amount Raised

$98,950.85

Miranda Means — December 1 
Mike Eaton— December 2 

Lennes Smith — December 5 
Cheryl Phillips— December 6 

Jeff Zeiner — December 8 
Betty Holland— December 10 

Russ Rader— December 11 
Nancy Bruns — December 13 
Jim Hession — December 14 
David Poray — December 14 

Tom Johnson  — December 22 
Chrissy Snyder— December 22

Reann Poray— December 26
Susie Wilson — December 27 
Myrna Parris — December 29 

Randy Bohanon— December 31
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First Baptist Church Plainfield
1012 Stafford Road
Plainfield, IN 46168

Seek Jesus.

Reach the community.

Do life together.

First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Dated Material

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.

Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall

Senior Pastor

Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children &      
Spiritual Development

First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist 
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew 
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching 
in obedience to God’s command.”

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,                    
and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,  

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
Of the increase of his government  

and peace there will be no end.             

Isaiah 9:6-7 NIV

https://firstbaptistplainfield.org 

