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During my first year with you as 

your Pastor, I have had the joy and 
privilege of hearing your personal 
stories and the stories of FBC 
Plainfield. 

I’ve learned how the church 
began, and I have driven past the 
original building. I’ve learned 
about the vision that was key in 
beginning this church. I’ve learned 
about the generous members 
who are no longer with us, but 
who supported the vision of this 
church. I’ve heard about the move 
from the original building to 1012 
Stafford Road. I’ve heard stories 
of how this church has ministered 
to people and impacted the 
community of Plainfield over the 
years. And I’ve heard stories of 
how the building supported all 
these ministries in the past.  

 
What I’ve learned from you is 

that when our current building 
was built, there was a place for 
children to learn about God’s 
love and to discover God’s Word 
both on Sunday mornings and 

throughout the week. There was 
a place for the youth to hang out 
and to deepen their relationships 
with Christ. There was a place 
for the adults to have classes 
and study God’s Word together. 
There was a place for corporate 
worship, a place for recreation, 
and a place for the church staff 
to work and minister. People 
from the community of Plainfield 
could come in and find what they 
needed—most importantly, a 
family of faith and a Savior who 
loves them. The church facility 
and how it was used was very 
much part of that vision and that 
vision has not died. The vision has 
not changed, but our facility has 
changed.

 
To honor the original vision and 

move forward in the work God has 
for this church, we are seeking to 
incorporate our entire facility into 
our vision.  

The church leadership, in 
conjunction with the pastoral 
staff and Property Board, created 
a proposal — approved by the 
Executive Board — to launch a 

campaign. The campaign is called 
Rebuilding the Foundation. 

Through this campaign, we 
want to restore some areas in our 
facility, move some things around, 
renovate some areas, and create 
an inviting space that is ready to 
receive people and minister to 
them. 

This type of project will take all 
of us. It will require commitment. 
For a season, it will require a little 
more giving. It might be messy 
for a little while.  But in the end, 
we are honoring those who began 
this work.  We are continuing our 
ministry in the present.  And we 
are preparing for the future God 
has for us as we seek to make 
ourselves available and relevant 
to a new generation of believers. 

 
I look forward to this campaign 

of Rebuilding the Foundation and 
restoring the vision. I am thankful 
for how we will accomplish this 
together. And I am excited to see 
how God moves through this 
season.

see page 3 for more information

By Pastor John

Rebuilding the Foundation
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Sunday, May 1st from 4:30-6 p.m.

The Church Woods

All food provided, but don’t forget your lawn chair!

Connectedness Board Presents
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Rebuilding the Foundation

Nearly 20 years ago, our 
church went through 

major construction to increase 
its capacity, ministries, and 
functionality.  It has served us very 
well!  

However, as time has passed, 
many worn areas have developed 
and need attention due to normal 
wear and tear. In addition, many 
areas are not as functionally 
robust as they once were and 
have consequently minimized our 
ministry growth opportunities. 

The church leadership and 
Property Board have diligently 
been analyzing and prioritizing 
how we can address the needs 
that we have. 

Of course, with improvements 
comes change and the need 
for funding. So, we are creating 
two phases, the first seeking an 

amount of $150,000, and the 
second phase seeking $200,000. 

The items that have been 
identified and prioritized are 
listed to the right.

The campaign will begin on 
April 3rd and continue until the 
end of the year. 

We ask that you please be 
in prayer for this initiative 
as together we rebuild our 
foundation.

Pastor John Marshall
     Senior Pastor
Ron Saxman
     Chair of Property Board
Joe Nay
     Chair of Stewardship Board

“You’ll be like a well-watered garden,
 a gurgling spring that never runs dry. 
You’ll use the old rubble of past lives to build anew, 
 rebuild the foundations from out of your past. 
You’ll be known as those who can fix anything, 
 restore old ruins, rebuild and renovate, 
 make the community livable again.” 

  - Isaiah 58:11-12 MSG

PHASE ONE: 2022
COST: $150,000                     
Restore:          
        •  Chapel  

Rebuild:
        •  Spaces for children, youth,  
           and adults

Renovate:
        •  Education Wing for children’s         
           ministry & to accommodate 
           a daycare ministry
        •  Youth and adult spaces
        •  Flooring in Chapel, Loft, 
           Atrium, offices, hallways, and 
           classrooms

PHASE TWO: 2023
COST: $200,000                   
Renovate:
        •  Carpeting in Family Ministry 
           Center
        •  Sound system in Family 
           Ministry Center
        •  Kitchen in Education Wing

Restore. Rebuild. Renovate.
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Recently, the youth group finished putting 
together a bulletin board with our 20 prayer 
concerns for 2022. We invite everyone to head to the 
Loft to check it out, and we hope you will join us in 
praying for these things this year! Prayer requests 
include things like healthy home lives, safe schools, 
financial stability, and health for our community. 
Check back soon for a prayer station, where you can 
submit your own prayer requests to the youth!

As you stop by to 
check out our youth 
group prayer board, 
you may notice the 
old stained glass 
window has been 
uncovered after years 
hidden behind a 
screen! More updates 
will be on their way in 
the coming months. 
We can’t wait to share 
the changes as we 
work to make the Loft 
better than ever!

Our year in prayer

While you’re there...
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Sunday Lunch Connection
Enjoy lunch every Sunday 
after second service. 
Each week is a different 
location! Check the weekly 
bulletin or contact the 
office for restaurant 
information.

Join us for 
Sunday School!

9 a.m.
Anchored in Faith 
(The Loft)

10:30 a.m.
Breaking Dawn with Friends  (Church Office)
Learning Through Love & Laughter  (Room 325)

We can’t wait to connect with you!

Senior Adult Day
 

American Baptists from across the state will 
gather in Bedford on April 7 for a day of renewal & 
entertainment! Contact Sandy Clemons if you are 

interested. 

Walk time
 

Mondays & Wednesdays
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  | The FMC

Single Sisters is a new group for women who are 
single or widowed, led by Mary Ann Skinner.

2nd & 4th Thursdays
11:30 a.m.

Stack’s Pancake House

Hike & Picnic
Sun., April 10

1 p.m.
McCormick’s Creek

Bring a sack lunch or snack, and don’t forget your 
water bottle! We’ll eat before we hike. In the event 
of poor weather, we will reschedule for a later 
date.
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From the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society’s website, 
here is a brief description of the 
America For Christ Offering, 
which we are taking up for the 
next few weeks:

Thanks to America for Christ 
(AFC) Offering contributions, 
American Baptist Home Mission 
Societies (ABHMS) supported 
communities distressed by the 
devastation of COVID-19 last year, as 
the pandemic swept our country and 
Puerto Rico. We also helped families 
who lost homes to floods, wildfires 
and storms, along with children 
living on the edge because of poverty, 
and seminarians preparing to devote 
their lives to sharing the Good News. 
These are just a few of the ways we 
minister to those in need; there are 
many more.

Contributions to the America 
For Christ Offering share God’s 
love by:

- Cultivating Leaders: Strong 
leaders advance the mission of 
faith communities.

- Equipping Disciples: 
Broadening the understanding 
of what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus.

- Healing Communities: We 
believe the power of Christian 
love can and will change the 
world!

Please consider making a 
generous gift to the America For 
Christ Offering today. Thank you!

Updates from two of our 
special missionaries:

Taku and Katie Longkumer 
have been delayed in their 
departure because of issues 
regarding their ability to 
reenter India, along with lots 
of new protocols and travel 
requirements. Taku decided to 
make a preliminary trip alone, 
which happened on February 

14th. He was experiencing 
high blood sugar levels, but he 
did arrive in Demapur safely. 
After a normal Indian diet 
of jungle veggies and herbs, 
along with family members’ 
traditional herbal medicines, 
and a resumption of prescribed 
medication he did not take in the 
US because of high prices, he was 
well enough to make a return trip 
to the US on February 28th. With 
the success of those two flights, 
they are planning their final 
departure in the first week of 
April. Please continue to pray for 
them, family left behind in the 
US, and all those waiting for them 
in India.

The most recent news received 
from Kyle and Debby Witmer: 
Enjoyed a great visit with a new 
friend and the pastor of a very 
dear church. Thank you, FBC 
Plainfield, for sharing your pastor 
John Marshall and your love with 
us. Great conversations, spicy 
food, and one jet-lagged pastor!

Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris
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TIE articles due 
Monday, April 11!

Please drop off written items in the church office, or email 
articles as a Word document to:

office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Laura Gamm — April 2
Gene Waggoner — April 2
Todd Compton — April 5
Kirk Kirkpatrick — April 6

Jim Phillips — April 10
Judy Oaldon — April 12

Debi Wiltermood — April 13
Lori Brandenburg — April 15
Matthew Burton — April 15

Carol Hanger — April 16
Marc Hays  — April 17

Sandy Clemons — April 18
John McKnight — April 18
Cooper Bailey — April 24
Tom Jackson — April 25

Stephanie Brown — April 26
Aaron Castleman — April 26

John Hood — April 27
Joe Kasal — April 29

Alli Redman — April 29 
Jim Copeland — April 30

Lori Newlin — April 30 
Andrew Redman — April 30

2021-22 Church Statistics      —     Tithes & Offerings

   FEB. 20  FEB. 27  MAR. 6  MAR. 13
General   $5,129  $7,364  $9,728  $6,401
Building Fund  $0  $0  $3  $0
Debt Reduction  $0  $0  $0  $0
Misc.   $308  $335  $1,347  $1442
Total   $5,437  $7,699  $11,078  $7,843

FEB. 13 
$6,151
$0
$0
$1,275
$7,426

(Left to right) Kyle Witmer, Pastor John, and Debby Witmer in Thailand.
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 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
The one who believes in me will live, even though 
they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?’”

– John 11:25-26 NIV

First Baptist Church Plainfield
1012 Stafford Road
Plainfield, IN 46168

Seek Jesus.

Reach the community.

Do life together.

First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org

Dated Material

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.

Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall

Senior Pastor

Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children & 

Spiritual Development

Pastor Nikki Shover
Associate Pastor, Youth & Young 

Adults; Interim Worship Leader
First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist 
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew 
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching 
in obedience to God’s command.”

https://firstbaptistplainfield.org 

