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Annual Business
Meeting
Sunday, Nov. 14 | 11:30 a.m.
Please join us for our annual church business
meeting on Nov. 14 immediately following
second service. This is an important meeting
as we will elect our church board leadership
and board members for 2022. Additionally,
we will review and vote to approve the 2022
church budget. Other agenda items may be
added as necessary.
For those attending in person, voting will
be by ballot. In order to accommodate those
attending on-line, we will have text and call in
voting options. More details about this will
be shared at the meeting.
Terri Worthington will host two opportunities
for persons to review the proposed budget.
These informational sessions will be held on
Oct. 31 and Nov. 7 between worship services.
We look forward to being part of what God
has planned for our church in the coming year.
Please let me know if you have questions.
Kevin Moore
Executive Board Chair

October 21, 2021

A word from Pastor John
As we continue last
month’s conversation
regarding spiritual gifts,
you may be asking: What
are the spiritual gifts?
Does the Bible give any
examples? The answer is
yes. Yes it does. Consider
the following passages
from Romans 12:6-8:
“In his grace, God has
given us different gifts for
doing certain things well.
So if God has given you the
ability to prophesy, speak
out with as much faith
as God has given you. If
your gift is serving others,
serve them well. If you are
a teacher, teach well. If
your gift is to encourage
others, be encouraging. If
it is giving, give generously.
If God has given you
leadership ability, take the
responsibility seriously.
And if you have a gift for
showing kindness to others,
do it gladly.”
And another example,

from 1 Corinthians 12:7-11:
“A spiritual gift is given to
each of us so we can help
each other. To one person
the Spirit gives the ability
to give wise advice; to
another the same Spirit
gives a message of special
knowledge. The same
Spirit gives great faith to
another, and to someone
else the one Spirit gives the
gift of healing. He gives one
person the power to perform
miracles, and another the
ability to prophesy. He gives
someone else the ability to
discern whether a message
is from the Spirit of God or
from another spirit. Still
another person is given the
ability to speak in unknown
languages, while another is
given the ability to interpret
what is being said. It is the
one and only Spirit who
distributes all these gifts.
He alone decides which gift
each person should have.”
Don’t miss that last
verse; in fact I am going
Continued on page 3.

Christmas
Trees
Wanted!

Do you have a Christmas
tree you won’t be using this
year and could loan to us this
December? The decorating
committee would love your
help!
If you would like to loan a
tree, please call the office.

Plainfield Federation of Churches invites you to the

Community
Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, Nov. 21
7 p.m.
Hosted at First Baptist Plainfield

TIE articles due Monday, Nov. 8!
Please drop off written items in the church office, or
email articles as a Word document to:
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org
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A word from Pastor John
to share it again.
The Spirit alone decides which gift
each person should have. Spiritual
gifts are given to us by God.
The word decides in this case
implies according to God’s will
or what God determines. It is in
God’s hands, not ours. It is what
God wants, not what we want.
Spiritual gifts are given according
to God’s will, not our will.
Another passage regarding
spiritual gifts is 1 Peter 4:10-11:
“God has given each of you a gift
from his great variety of spiritual
gifts. Use them well to serve one
another. Do you have the gift of
speaking? Then speak as though
God himself were speaking through
you. Do you have the gift of helping
others? Do it with all the strength
and energy that God supplies. Then
everything you do will bring glory to
God through Jesus Christ.”
Using our spiritual gifts brings
God glory.
How do you discover your gifts?
First, ask God to show you
your gifts. So much of what we
don’t have or don’t know can be
discovered by simply asking God;
however, remember that we are
seeking to discover the gift (or
gifts) that God has chosen for us,

not the gift we want to choose
for ourselves. There is a subtle
difference between coming to
God with a list of demands as
to how we want to serve him,
and coming to God willing to
surrender our demands while
trusting that God knows best. We
fall in line with God’s will rather
than asking God to fall in line with
our will as we seek our gifts in
order to fulfill God’s purpose.
Second, use your gifts to serve
others. The gifts that God gives us
through the Holy Spirit are about
others. We don’t use our gifts for
personal glory, but for God’s glory.
And, when God reveals to you
what your gift is— use it.
In regard to our spiritual gifts,
I want to address something
I’ve heard taught that can be
disheartening or confusing. I have
heard that if we don’t use our
spiritual gifts, we will lose them.
I have looked to have that
verified in scripture and have
found nothing that supports that
thought. Rather, throughout
the New Testament we are
encouraged to use our gifts; in 1
Timothy, Paul tells Timothy not to
neglect his gift, but I can’t find any
scriptural basis that says our gifts
will be taken from us.
Our spiritual gifts going back

to 1 Peter 4, use them to serve
one another, are to be used for
others and not our own purpose
and plans so the greater caution
isn’t losing our gifts but abusing
our gifts. Another thought to
consider is the privilege we
have in participating in God’s
will being done when we use
our gifts for God’s glory. If we
choose not to use our gifts, God
can still accomplish God’s will,
but we will certainly miss out
on the blessing and joy of being
part of it. We are gifted spiritual
gifts for the benefit of others,
and through these gifts we are
invited to be part of God’s loving
and transforming work in those
around us.
And last, push aside discomfort
and do what the Holy Spirit leads
you to do. The Holy Spirit is your
guide. The Holy Spirit counsels
you and will take you places you
have never been before. You can
trust the Holy Spirit — you have
nothing to fear. When it comes to
using your gifts, realize that it is
God working through you to speak
or help, or do something you
know is impossible in your own
ability and strength. Trust the
leading of the Holy Spirit.
My hope and desire for each of
you is to realize we’ve all been
given spiritual gifts, and that we
will “fan into flame the gift of
God” (2 Tim. 1:6) using our gifts
for God’s glory and purpose in
our lives, in the church, and in the
world.
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Children’s Worship

for preschool & Elementary children during both services

What’s coming up?
Oct. 31 | Halloween
No Youth

Help us feed the youths!
Before COVID, we used to eat dinner at youth group every week.
There’s something about gathering around the table for a meal that
changes the dynamics of a group for the better. The biggest thing we
have missed at youth during COVID?

Nov. 7 | 6-7:30 p.m.
Youth Group
Nov. 14 | 6-7:30 p.m.
Youth Group

Dinner!
After experimenting several weeks with various snacks and the best
methods for serving in light of changing times, and at the request of
the students, I decided to give it a shot to bring back dinner at youth.
Would you like to help out by providing a meal? Simply shoot me an
email, and we can coordinate the best time and meal option for our
youth crew! My email address is: nshover@firstbaptistplainfield.org.
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Nov. 21 | 6-7:30 p.m.
Youth Group
Nov. 28 | Thanksgiving Break
No Youth

Serve with the Lion’s Den!
Once monthly, you can help feed those who are
food insecure within our community. Here’s how.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church has hosted their Lion’s Den program for 25 years, providing weekly
meals to the community. On Tuesdays, a team of volunteers prepare ingredients and supplies
for the meals, and on Wednesdays, another rotation of volunteers warms the main entree and
packages the rest of the meal for delivery—approximately 100-125 meals in all. About half the
meals are purchased by the schools, library, police department, and other businesses. The rest
are given out as a drive-thru in the St. Mark’s parking lot, free of charge or by small donation, to
anyone who comes. First Baptist Plainfield is gathering a team to make a meal once a month,
with a time commitment of approximately 3-4 hours either on Tuesdays or Wednesdays.

FBCP’s first scheduled week is Nov. 16 & 17.

Sign up at the Connection Hub or contact Vickie Davidson.

Traditional Service
Sundays at 9 a.m.
Features classic, well-known choruses and
hymns and a message from Pastor John.

Contemporary Service
Join us for Sunday School each week!

9 a.m.
Anchored in Faith — The Loft

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Features modern, energetic praise through
song and a message from Pastor John.
Both Services are available in person
or via facebook live each week.

10 a.m.
Breaking Dawn with Friends — Church Office
Learning Through Love & Laughter — Room 325
first baptist church plainfield
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Mission Moment
By Myrna Parris

The Witmers, Debby and Kyle,
are safely back in Thailand to
continue the work God has called
them to do. However, some
things have changed. Hanna
is the only child who returned
with them to the mission field.
The other three have stayed
in the United States to pursue
higher education goals. Debbie
no longer spends all her time
homeschooling four children.
In April 2021, Global Servant
Debby Witmer became IM’s
Global Coordinator for Missionary
Kid (MK) and Family Care. There
are 60 MKs and their families in
the area that Debbie will serve.
Each family has unique needs
that change from time to time.
Sometimes the need is as simple
as an enjoyable way to talk with
someone who speaks English.
Debbie has been listening to
the Holy Spirit as she is led to
develop ideas for accomplishing
this new job. Research has
shown that a large number
of MKs aged 18-27 struggle
with anxiety and depression,
have difficulty building lasting
relationships, and express a
feeling of rootlessness and lack of
belonging. Being an MK creates
opportunities for these feeling to
develop and grow.
They leave their US extended
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family and friends for a period of
time and then return with their
parents for home assignment
four years later to find everything
changed. They generally return
to the US for college training and
have no close friends or family
to visit on weekends or holidays.
They feel like they do not belong
and have no lasting roots.
Debbie’s first two goals have
been to connect personally
with each MK family and to
connect each family with other
MK families. These families are
spread in different countries
but need the companionship
of each other. Their kids need
to become acquainted and the
teens especially need to find their
“tribe” who understand them and
share similar life experiences.
Debbie is developing Facebook
groups for the families and
Zoom parties for the teens, and
a monthly newsletter to share
resources with people who are
supporting MK families.
In the Witmer Journal Posting
of January 26, 2019, Julia Witmer
shared some of the stress she
felt in returning to the USA for
their year of Home Mission
Assignment. It may help you
understand how difficult an MK
life can become. Some issues are:
Saying goodbye to friends in
Thailand: This is really, really hard.

The Witmers - Thailand

There are no promises that anybody
I know now will be here when I get
back—either because they’re going
off to college or just because they
may or may not be moving back to
their home countries before we come
back.
Friends back in the states have
changed: It’s been four years since
we lived in the US. A lot changes in
four years—especially the four years
reaching from ages 12-16. They will
never be the exact same friendships
they were when we were younger.
I’ve missed four years of their lives,
and they’ve missed four years of mine.
The country has changed:
Although everything in the USA
is familiar to those living there,
my whole family and I are going
to readjust to a culture that’s now
totally unfamiliar to us, much like we
had to do when we came to Thailand
for the first time.
We’re heading into a whole year
with basically no time for rest in
sight: Our year is pretty much booked
with visits to absolutely amazing
people who support us and keep us
here.
Leaving our Church: Our “Home”
Church now is basically 8,000 miles
away from the USA.

Operation Shoebox
Each year, Samaritan’s Purse collects shoeboxes
packed with goodies for boys and girls. These
shoeboxes are distributed around the world
to those children who need God’s blessing at
Christmas. Look for the display table in the lobby
for instructional materials, packing lists and
extra shoeboxes.
Samaritan’s Purse asks that each shoebox be
accompanied with the requested $9 postage
donation. Shoeboxes without a donation will
always still be
accepted!

Shoeboxes
are due
November 14.

Coming
Soon
Nov. 5

6 p.m.
Game Night

Nov. 14

11:30 a.m.
Annual Business
Meeting

Nov. 21

7 p.m.
Community
Thanksgiving
Service

A note from Mission Stitchers...
Mission Stitchers received a donation of a large quantity of brand new
pillow cases. We reached out to our children’s pastor for organizations
who can use the pillowcases. Joyce immediately said the VBS program
for 2022 could use 100. The children will be decorating their own cases.
Family Promise is accepting 50, and Sheltering Wings in Danville will
receive 50. Mission Stitchers still has some to decorate and donate
to other groups. We wish to thank the Bridgeport Baptist Church for
sharing their bounty.
					– Betty Holland

Tom Spence — Nov. 1
Maria (Harris) Vallier — Nov. 1
Dova Copeland — Nov. 4
Margaret Schafer — Nov. 4
Ron Balz — Nov. 6
Connie Bourne — Nov. 6
Charlie Means — Nov. 6
Penney Bohanon — Nov.8
Harold Franks — Nov. 8
John Poray — Nov. 9
Mike Brown — Nov. 10
Braxton Nikoll — Nov. 15
Michael Worthington — Nov. 15
Fred Sawyers — Now. 17
David McMahan — Nov. 18
Carol Lowe — Nov. 22
Nancy Painter — Nov. 23
Catherine Thompson — Nov. 24
Terri Singleton — Nov. 25
Jennifer Miller — Nov. 26
Lauren Duncan — Nov. 27

2021 Church Statistics       —       Tithes & Offerings
			
Sept. 19		
Sept. 26		
Oct. 3		
Oct. 10
General			
$4,954		
$7,783		
$7,536		
$14,382
Building Fund		
$0		
$0		
$0		
$0
Debt Reduction		
$0		
$0		
$0		
$0
Misc.			
$125		
$5,285		
$3,405		
$3,118
Total			$5,079		$13,118		$10,941		$17,500
first baptist church plainfield
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Seek Jesus.
Reach the community.

Permit No. 61

address service requested

Do life together.
First Baptist Plainfield
firstbaptistplainfield.org
317.839.8163
office@firstbaptistplainfield.org
Dated Material

Join us on Sunday!
Traditional Service – 9 a.m.
Contemporary Service – 10:30 a.m.

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. John Marshall
Senior Pastor
Rev. Joyce Castleman
Associate Pastor, Children &
Spiritual Development
Pastor Nikki Shover
Associate Pastor, Youth & Young
Adults; Interim Worship Leader
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“‘Though the mountains may be shaken and
the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love
for you will not be shaken, nor my covenant
of peace be removed,’ says the Lord, who has
compassion on you.”
– Isaiah 54:10 NIV
First Baptist Church Plainfield is an American Baptist
church. Our Mission Statement, coming from Matthew
28:18-20, is: “To go, make disciples; baptizing and teaching
in obedience to God’s command.”

