
+ JOINT EVENING VESPER SERVICE LSB 229, JULY 20 A.D 2022 + 
 
(Stand) 
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+ PSALMODY + 
 
PSALM 133 

 
P Behold, how good and pleas- | ant it is* 

 when brothers dwell in | unity! 
C It is like the precious oil on the head, 

 running down on the beard, 
on the beard of | Aaron,* 
 running down on the collar | of his robes! 

P It is like the dew of Hermon, 
 which falls on the mountains of | Zion!* 
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, 
 life for- | evermore. 

 
(Sit) 
 
650 HOLY SPIRIT, EVER DWELLING 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Rees, 1874–1939, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 



+ READINGS + 
 
JOHN 17:15-26 John 17:15–26 
 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be 
sanctified in truth. 
 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be 
one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we 
are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may 
be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation 
of the world. O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that 
you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with 
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 
RESPONSORY LSB 230 

 

 
 
 
SERMON: WALKING TOGETHER TEXT: 3 JOHN 1:4 
 
933 MY SOUL REJOICES 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 
Tune: Public domain 
 
KYRIE LSB 233 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER: 957 OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN — I 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Text: Traditional 
Tune: Plainsong, mode VII 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P  Lord Jesus Christ, in this world of unrest, strife and division, You have gathered Your people around 
Your Word and Sacrament in the invisible bond of faith, love and unity. Continue to fill us with Your 
peace and forgiveness which extends through us for the life of the world, that the world will see and 
hear Christ through Your Church. Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
(Stand) 
 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 234 
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BENEDICTION LSB 234 

 

 

 
 
644 THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt. 
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Pastor’s Windshield  
Walking Together 
Sunday, July 24, 2022 
[The following article is adapted from my sermon in a combined midweek service at 
Peace Lutheran on Weds, July 20, 2022.]  
 
In one of the Bible’s shortest books, John writes, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children are walking in the truth” (3 John 4). 
 
If you set out on an exercise program, you’re more likely to commit to it if you’re not doing it 
alone. You’ll be more likely to train if you have a training partner. You’ll get out of bed and go for 
that walk if someone is waiting to go walking with you … 
 
In the church, our brothers and sisters in Christ are like our “walking buddies.” Your faith, 
participation and service spurs them on, and vice versa. This has been God’s intention all along. 
Ever since he declared that it was “not good” for Adam to be alone, God has always been in the 
business of creating community among His people. The Scriptures, too, aren’t written for 
isolated believers. They’re written for communities and churches of the faithful. 
 
As a “grandfatherly” figure of the church in his time, John tells his recipients what brings him joy: 
he had no greater joy than to hear that God’s children were walking together in the Truth. 
 
But that wasn’t just true of John. It’s true of our Lord Jesus Himself! When we walk together in 
Him who is the Way and the Truth and the Life, as Jesus called Himself, then Jesus and all the 
company of heaven are filled with joy over us! And as we walk together by faith in Jesus, we’re 
also heading toward the joy of Jesus ’everlasting presence that awaits all who believe and are 
baptized into Him. 
 
As Lutheran Christians began coming to these shores back in pioneer times, they settled in 
small groups in places like Michigan and Indiana and Missouri. But after arriving in the 
community with one another. 
 
By 1847, 175 years ago this year, a gathering of Lutherans from eight different states convened 
in Chicago and officially formed a “Synod,” originally composed of fourteen churches. The 
pastors and representatives of these congregations traveled hundreds of miles by horseback or 
by boat. Being together was so important to them that they would undertake these long and 
dangerous trips. 
 
Our church body is still called a “Synod.” “Synod” is an ancient Greek word which simply means 
“walking together along the same road.” Walking together is not just the example of our LCMS 
founders, it’s what the Scriptures have been praising for thousands of years. A millennium 
before Christ, King David wrote, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in 
unity!” (Psalm 133:1) Sadly, it can seem like there’s so little of that unity in this world … 



 

 

 
When Jesus began His ministry, He gathered His inner circle, the twelve disciples. Then, three 
years later, on the night before His death on the cross, Jesus prayed for His disciples that God 
the Father would grant them to be one in faith, just as Jesus is One with His Father. But Jesus 
was not just praying for the original disciples, but for all the generations of Christians who would 
follow, including us. 
 
He said, “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 
Word, that they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may 
be in us, so that the world may believe that You have sent Me.” (John 17:20-21) Jesus wants all 
who believe in Him to be one in faith, not just because it’s pleasant to be on the same page, but 
because of the witness of His Church. 
 
When the people of God walk together in Faith and Hope and Love in Christ, it’s a powerful 
witness to the Truth of the Gospel! 
 
Some of the places where the Lord has led me in my life have been places with a lot of 
Lutheran heritage. Not that long ago, the county I grew up in in Southern Illinois was 
50% Lutheran! That’s very different from here in Arkansas. We Lutherans are sometimes few 
and far between in this part of the country. I’m sure you’ve run into people who have no idea 
what a Lutheran is! 
 
But I think this means that we have an important responsibility: God has called us to faith and 
placed us here “for such a time as this,” to walk together in His truth, and to be one in this 
Christian faith and to support one another in living Christ-like lives. 
 
As Missouri Synod Lutherans, we have something very important to offer our neighbors: we 
have God’s clear Word of Gospel! We believe, teach, and confess the Good News that God in 
Christ has saved us by grace, through faith in Christ, as revealed for us in Holy Scripture. As 
Lutheran Christians, we baptize both young and old (not just as a symbol) but for the 
forgiveness of their sins, just as the Scriptures promise. We gather at our Lord’s table to receive 
the Body and Blood of Christ in, with, and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion. We 
believe and teach that this, too, is more than just a reminder of Jesus, but it is a Means of Grace 
provided for us by Jesus Himself, by which we truly receive Him and the forgiveness and 
spiritual strength that only He can provide. 
 
One of the reasons I’m grateful to be an LCMS Lutheran is that we are clear in our stance on 
the Bible. We believe that the Bible is not a human concoction but that it is the true Word of 
God, just as Paul says to Timothy in the New Testament, that “All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching,” correcting, and equipping us for every good work (2 Timothy 
3:16-17). 
 
As Lutherans, we stand firm on God’s Word, both when it comes to the Good News of our life in 
Christ, but also when it comes to God’s teaching on right and wrong, basic morality, the sanctity 
of human life, what it means to be a man or a woman made in the image of God, and many 
things that God’s Word makes clear for us. 
 



 

 

I am grateful that the Lord has brought us together in Christ, and as fellow Missouri Synod 
Christians here in Conway and in a county now approaching 130,000 residents! From a 
missional perspective, God has brought His mission field right here to our doorstep! We have a 
big responsibility as some of the only Lutheran congregations in the region. God has 
called us here for a reason: because our neighbors need us, and they need to hear that Good 
News of Jesus, just as we all do. 
 
In this world, the church will face troubles. Jesus promised as much. Sometimes those 
challenges come from outside forces, and sometimes from within the church. It’s all because 
Satan will stop at nothing to attack Christ’s people and the ministry of the Gospel. 
 
I think one thing most churches have in common is that they’ve had their struggles (things they 
wish to put behind them), and they’ve also had their “glory days,” perhaps times with fuller 
church pews and more ministry happening. 
 
A friend of mine shared a metaphor with me about the past and the future. He compared the 
past to your rear-view mirror. You look back at it from time-to-time to gain perspective, but you 
don’t stay stuck there. If you look at your rearview mirror all the time, you’ll end up in the ditch! 
 
Looking to the future is like looking through the windshield. It’s many times the size of your 
mirror and it’s much more important. As we “look through the windshield” into the future, we 
can’t see everything that’s ahead of us – only the Lord can – but we know that we want to avoid 
repeating some of the troubles of days past. More importantly, we know what the Lord wants for 
us as we go forward in faith: that is that we seek ways to walk together in His truth.  
 
At a minimum, this means that as fellow congregations of the same Synod, we are more than 
cross-town rivals. We’re partners in the ministry. We’re on the same team – the Lord’s! 
 
We strengthen that partnership by gathering around the Word of God in our shared confession 
of faith, raising our voices together in prayer and praise to the Lord, sharing conversation and 
encouragement, and celebrating the Savior who unites us. 
 
Because being members of a Synod means that we are walking together on the same road. 
Ultimately, it’s the road to the eternal life that awaits us, a road paved by our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who was born, died, rose, lives and reigns, and will return for us! 
 
And it is His Church of which we are part. We are in this together to carry out His mission, to 
walk in His truth, and to proclaim His great salvation! So let’s pray for, speak well of, and 
support both of our respective congregations, just as we do for our wider Synod. Like “walking 
buddies,” let’s walk together in Him who is the Way and the Truth and the Life, Christ Jesus our 
Lord! 
 
Peace in Christ, 
 
Pastor Kory Janneke 


