
The 
Resurrecting 

Christ

Romans 7:1-13



Vincent Van 
Gogh 

“Corridor in the 
Asylum”

Confinement 

of space and 
mind

Depression
Seizures



It brought him 
Jesus’ Resurrecting 
power, life & hope

Van Gogh’s 
brother, Theo, 

sent a little letter 
with Rembrandt’s 
“The Raising of 

Lazarus” 





“Paul, a servant of Christ 
Jesus…who was declared to 
be the Son of God in power 

according to the Spirit of 
holiness by His resurrection 
from the dead.” [chapter 1, 

verses 1 & 4]



“For I am not 
ashamed of the 

gospel, for it is the 
power of God for 

salvation to everyone 
who believes.”  

[chapter 1, verse 16]



“The God of peace 
will soon crush Satan 
under your feet. The 

grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with 

you.” 
[chapter 16, verse 20]



“Who are 
you, lord?”

“I AM Jesus, 
whom you 

are 
persecuting”

[Acts  9:5]



Thomas

Peter

Mary
Resurrected Jesus

You 
& 

me



It’s all too 
easy to 

lose sight 
of Jesus 

or fashion Him into who 
we want Him to be



Roman Power and 
Rule of Law



MY FREEDOM



“MY” WORLD



Whose 
is it??



Paul writes this letter to 
ensure that no one sees the 

law without seeing Jesus 
and His Resurrecting Power!



Power 
of the 
Law

•Terrifies  
•Awakens sin 
•Condemns 
•Brings 
Death



“Likewise, my brothers, you 
also have died to the law 

through the body of 
Christ.” [verse 4]



“But now, by dying to what 
once bound us, we have 

been released from the law 
so that we serve in the new 
way of the Spirit, and not in 
the old way of the written 

code.” [verse 6]



“But sin, in order that sin 
might be exposed, was 

accomplishing death in me 
through the Good, so that, 

through the commandment, 
sin might come to be 

exceedingly sinful.” [verse 13]



Power 
of the 
Law

Power of the 
One Who 

Fulfilled the 
Law & Its 

Punishment 
for you & for 
all people!



Body of the Resurrecting Christ



Let us fix 
our eyes on 
Jesus, the 
author and 
perfecter of 

our faith. 
Hebrews 12:2



Van Gogh looked 
to Jesus’ 

resurrecting 
power ~ 

portraying himself 
as Lazarus



To whom can you be/
send a letter of living 

hope sharing the power  
of the Resurrecting 

Christ?


