
“Impossible Tears” Lent Midweek 3 March 8, 2023 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & GREETING 

INVOCATION: In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
L: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. C: the light no darkness can overcome. 
L: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, C: and the day is almost over. 
L: Let Your light scatter the darkness C: and illumine Your Church. 

OPENING HYMN: LSB 439 O Dearest Jesus Stanzas 6-7 

6 There was no spot in me by sin untainted;
   Sick with sin's poison All my heart had fainted;
   My heavy guilt to hell had well-nigh brought me,
   Such woe it wrought me.

7 O wondrous love, whose depth no heart hath sounded,
   That brought Thee here, by foes and thieves surrounded!
   All worldly pleasures heedless, I was trying
   While Thou wert dying.

Psalm 121; antiphon: v. 8 
L: I lift up my eyes to the hills.From where does my help come? 
C: My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
L: He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
C: Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
L: The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 
C: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
L: The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
C: The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 

OPENING PRAYER 
L: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all  
     adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the  
     soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  
     one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Seek Ye First LSB 712 
1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God And His righteousness. 
   And all these things shall be added unto you!     Allelu, alleluia!

2 Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find,
   Knock and the door shall be opened unto you.   Allelu, alleluia!

3 Man does not live by bread alone, But by every word
   That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord,         Allelu, alleluia!



Gospel Reading: John 16:16-24 
Sermon: “Impossible Tears” - Deacon Bob Morris 

PRAYERS 
L: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 
     needs.  Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by our  
     Baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, may be renewed by Your Holy 
     Spirit to live in righteousness and true holiness; Lord, in Your mercy; C: Hear our prayer. 
L: O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, defend us, Your humble servants, from all the  
     assaults of our enemies that we, surely trusting in Your defense, may not fear the power of any  
     adversary but may rejoice in Your abiding protection; Lord, in Your mercy; C: Hear our prayer 
L: Almighty and everlasting God, through Your Son You have promised us forgiveness of sins and  
    everlasting life. Govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that in our daily need, and especially in all  
    time of temptation, we may seek Your help and, by a true and lively faith in Your Word, obtain all  
    that You have promised; Lord, in Your mercy; C: hear our prayer. 
L: O Lord God, by the example of Your blessed Son, grant us peace to accept patiently the sufferings  
     of the present time in full assurance of the glory that shall be revealed to us; 
      Special petitions may be inserted here. 
L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your  
     Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
LORD’S PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

CLOSING HYMN: LSB 878 Abide With Me Verses 2, 3, 5 
2 I need Thy presence evry passing hour,
   What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
   Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be?
   Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

3 Come not in terrors, as the King of kings,
   But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings;
   Tears for all woes, a heart for ev'ry plea.
   Come, Friend of sinners thus, abide with me.

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
   Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
   Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
   I triumph still if Thou abide with me!
L: Go in Peace as you serve the Lord C: Thanks be to God. 


