
Love that is 
B r o a d

Jonah 3:1-4:4,11



Who is in your circle of good 
graces?



NO!

NOW!
40 

days to 
doom!



When God saw what they did, 

how they turned from their evil 

way, God relented of the disaster 

that He had said He would do to 

them, and He did not do it.



God’s Encompassing Circle of 
Grace was b r o a d e r  than Jonah’s



But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, 
and he was angry. And he prayed to the 

Lord and said, “O Lord, is this not 
what I said when I was yet in my 

country? That is why I made haste to 
flee to Tarshish; for I knew that You are 

a gracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love, 

and relenting from disaster.



Therefore, now, O 
Lord, please take my 
life from me, for it is 
better for me to die 

than to live.”

And the Lord said, 
“Do you do well to be 
angry?…And should I 
not pity Nineveh, that 

great city, in which 
there are more than 

120,000 persons who 
do not know their 

right hand from their 
left, and also much 

cattle?”





Gerecke pleaded with Goering, “This is what 
Jesus said. This isn’t what Gerecke is saying, 

but this is God speaking to you. Won’t you 
accept this? Just say, ‘Jesus, save me.’” 

“No!” Goering barked. “I can’t do that. This 
Jesus you always speak of—to me he’s just 

another smart Jew.”  
Mission at Nuremberg, page 261



At the top of the gallows, Keitel said his final words, 
and then he recited a prayer that his mother taught 

him when he was a child. Gerecke’s mother had 
said the same prayer with him when he was young, 

and now the two men prayed it together: Christi 
Blut und Gerechtigkeit, das ist mein Schmuck und 

Ehrenkleid; darin will ich vor Gott bestehen, wenn ich 
zum Himmel werd eingehen. Amen.” Christ’s blood 

and judgment [righteousness] are my adornment 
and robe of honor; therein will I stand before God 

when I go to Heaven. Amen.”  
Mission at Nuremberg, pages 272-273



The Mercy of God - for Jesus Christ’s 
sake - extends to all people.



God’s great grace - how b r o a d
• For God so loved the world, that He  

gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. For God did not 
send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved 
through Him. ~ John 3:16-17





In Christ, God was reconciling 
the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to 
us the message of reconciliation. 

2 Corinthians 5:19



As [Adam’s] one trespass led to 
condemnation for all men, so 

[Jesus’] one act of 
righteousness leads to 

justification and life for all men. 
Romans 5:18



Christ.  
Died. 

For.  
ALL. 2 Corinthians 5:15



After this I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude that no one could number, from 

e v e r y  n a t i o n , from a l l  t r i b e s  
a n d  p e o p l e s  a n d  l a n g u a g e s , 
standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands, and crying out 
with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to 

our God and to the Lamb!”  
Revelation 7:9-10



“Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am the 

worst.” 1 Timothy 1:15
“God have mercy on me, a 

sinner.” Luke 18:13
As for me, I said, “O LORD, be gracious to 

me; heal me, for I have sinned. Against You.”
Psalm 41:4



Say to them, “As I live, declares 
the LORD God, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but that the 

wicked turn from his way and live; 
turn back, turn back from your 
evil ways, for why will you die, O 

house of Israel?” Ezekiel 33:11



God desires all people to be 
saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth.”  
1 Timothy 2:4



This righteousness from God 
comes through faith in Christ 

Jesus to all who believe. There is no 
difference, for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God, and are 
justified freely by His grace through 

the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus. Romans 3:21-24



•Examine our own hearts before God 
•Confess our sins 
•Cling to God’s b r o a d , enormous 
mercy for us in Jesus Christ

Lent - a Season of Repentance, 
 a time to:



Lord God, open my eyes to my own lack of love 
and mercy for others. How have I been like 

Jonah? What lines have I drawn in my heart to 
exclude others from my pity and love, from my 
prayers and from my helping? Lord God, have 

mercy on a narrow-hearted sinner like me. 
Grant me Your grace, that I may walk in love 
and mercy toward all, with a  wider heart of 
love, with a wider mercy toward every other. 

Just as Your mercy is for all, heavenly Father, 
even for me. Amen. (Yes, yes, it shall be so)


