
A Service of Celebration of Life 
in Christ 

James “Jimmy” Dale (Mike) 
DeGroot 

Born into Earthly Life Sept. 15, A.D.1943 
Baptized into Christ – October A.D.1943 
Confirmed into Faith – Nov. 17 A.D.1957 

Entered Eternal Life with Christ  
December 3, A.D. 2020 

Celebration of Life 
December 27 A.D. 2020 3:00 p.m. (Family Only) 

Peace Lutheran Church, Conway, Arkansas 
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The family is seated 

Hymn – Silent Night 
1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

1. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 

1. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Public domain 

Please stand - The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

The urn may be covered with a funeral pall. 

Remembrance of Baptism 
P In Holy Baptism Jim was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that 

covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we 
shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 

Introit Psalm 130:1–6 
Out of the depths 
 I cry to you, O Lord! 
O Lord, hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be attentive 
 to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
 O Lord, who could stand? 
But with you there is forgiveness, 
 that you may be feared. 
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
 and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord 
 more than watchmen for the morning, 
 more than watchmen for the morning. 
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Kyrie 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown to Jim 
and to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now rest from their 
labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated 

Old Testament Reading: Job 19:23–27 Job 19:23–27 
“Oh that my words were written! 
 Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
Oh that with an iron pen and lead 
 they were engraved in the rock forever! 
For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
 and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
 yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
whom I shall see for myself, 
 and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
 My heart faints within me!” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 
He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
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Epistle: Philippians 4:4–9 Philippians 4:4–9 
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received 
and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

General Verse LSB 279 
P Alleluia, alleluia. 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 
C to Him be glory and power forever. 

Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:28–30 Matthew 11:28–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Apostles’ Creed 
P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated 
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392 God Loves Me Dearly 

1.God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me. 
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly 
Loves even me. 

1. I was in slav’ry, Sin, death, and darkness;  
God’s love was working To make me free. 
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly 
Loves even me. 

1.He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus And set me free. 
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly 
Loves even me. 

1.Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer; 
Jesus, my Savior, Paid all I owed. 
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly 
Loves even me. 

1.Now I will praise You, O Love Eternal;  
Now I will praise You All my life long. 
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly 
Loves even me. 

Text and music: Public domain 

Message of Hope 

Please stand 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead. 
P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion in 

the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in 
heaven and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die 

to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of death 
and the grave to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of Your Son may 

be raised to immortality and incorruption to be seated with Him at Your heavenly 
banquet. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Give to the family of Jim and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and a sure 

confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may know 
the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your Church 
they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and 
certain hope and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love who 
have departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and find 

comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Receive our thanks for Jim and for all the blessings You bestowed on him in this 

earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with him we may see You face 
to face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and 

immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of 
death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that 
neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to separate 
us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Nunc Dimittis  
P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, 

even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
     which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
     and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  
P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, 

even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 
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Concluding Collect 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of Your 
mercy and bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection to 
everlasting life and a joyful reunion with those we love who have died in the faith; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

When it is not possible for the Committal to be conducted at the place of burial, it occurs here. 

Blessing 
P May God the Father, who created this body; may God the T Son, who by His blood 

redeemed this body; may God the Holy Spirit, who by Holy Baptism sanctified this 
body to be His temple, keep these remains to the day of the resurrection of all flesh. 

C Amen. 

Collect 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ You destroyed death, by His 
rest in the tomb You sanctified the graves of Your saints, and by His bodily 
resurrection You brought life and immortality to light so that all who die in Him abide 
in peace and hope. Receive our thanks for the victory over death and the grave that 
He won for us. Keep us in everlasting communion with all who wait for Him on earth 
and with all in heaven who are with Him, for He is the resurrection and the life, even 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction and Dismissal 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  
P Let us go forth in peace, 
C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
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744 Amazing Grace 

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 
    That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
    Was blind but now I see! 

2 The Lord has promised good to me, 
    His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
    As long as life endures. 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
    I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
    His grace will lead me home. 

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 
    And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
    Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
    Than when we’d first begun. 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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James “Jimmy” Dale (Mike) DeGroot, 77, of Conway, Arkansas, passed peacefully into the presence of 
his Lord and Savior—whom he served loyally his entire life—on Thursday, December 3, 2020. Jimmy 
was born September 15, 1943, in Ottumwa, Iowa, to Anthony and Margaret DeGroot. He was the sixth 
of eight siblings. He and his siblings shared many stories and memories of their childhood together. 
Jimmy graduated from Ottumwa High School and attended William Penn College. He was a 
distribution supervisor for Ottumwa Courier for 33 years. He retired to Arkansas in 2004.

He loved to travel, and over the course of his life visited 20 different countries. He was an avid sports 
fan who supported the Green Bay Packers and followed Iowa sports closely. 
 
Jimmy had a kind and caring heart. He was active in his church and volunteered at a local food bank as 
an additional way to help others. He had his own unique sense of humor. He affectionately called us all 
“dingy”—but always with a smile. We will always remember him by repeating some of his favorite 
sayings, which we all call “Jimmy-isms”. One of his favorites was, "Is thaaat right?"

He cared deeply about others and would always ask not only about you, but about people that you 
knew. 

Jimmy is preceded in death by his parents Anthony and Margaret DeGroot, brothers Marvin 'Jack' 
DeGroot, Glenn DeGroot, and Robert DeGroot. He is survived by siblings Lois Smithart, Jerry 'Butch' 
DeGroot, Don 'Chick' DeGroot, and Linda Tapke, as well as a host of nieces and nephews. A special 
thank you to his great-niece Sarah Harlan, who provided loving care for him for the last months of his 
life.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Peace Lutheran Church Alms/Benevolence Fund, Conway 
Arkansas.

We all know that when Uncle Jimmy arrived in Heaven he said, “Is thaaat right?” and God answered, 
“Yes, Jimmy, that is right.”

Arrangements for James “Jimmy” Dale (Mike) DeGroot are under the care and direction of Vilonia 
Funeral Home 1134 Main Street Vilonia, AR 72173. Sign the online Book of Memories at 
www.viloniafuneralhome.com Jim’s celebration of life can be watched at peacelutheran4u on 
Youtube.com or through the Youtube app.
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