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How does our idolatry  
lead us into more sin?
Self-justification 
Self-“medication”/Self-mediation 
Denial 
Concealment 
Escape and/or Attack 



Denial and Concealment



“The more you minimize 
sin, the more will grace 
decline in value.” 

Martin Luther







If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us 

our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9



In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God…. And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us. John 1:1, 14

If we say we have no sin, we make Him 
a liar, and His word is not in us.  

1 John 1:10



Whoever conceals his transgressions 
will not prosper, 

but he who confesses and forsakes 
them will obtain mercy.  

Proverbs 28:13



For our sake He made Him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in Him we 
might become the righteousness of 

God. 
2 Corinthians 5:21



• Corporate confession and 
forgiveness (absolution) 

• Private confession and 
forgiveness (absolution) 

• Confession and forgiveness 
with a brother or sister in 
Christ 

• The Word of God 
• Remembering your Baptism 
• The Lord’s Supper

Receiving God’s Forgiveness
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[Name,] He himself 
bore our sins in His 
body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. 
By His wounds, 
[ Name,] you have 
been healed. 

1 Peter 2:24 

Living in the Assurance of God’s 
Forgiveness


