
Ash Wednesday   February 22, 2023 
   THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES  

INVOCATION  
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN:                  LSB 439   verses 1-3 
 

1  O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 
    That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 
    Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession,  
    What dark transgression? 
 

2 They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 
   With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee; 
   They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; 
   They crucify Thee. 
 

3 Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 
   It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 
   Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit, 
   This I do merit. 
 

PSALMODY            Psalm 51:1-13 
P: To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David when Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in 
to Bathsheba.  
Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your 
tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. 
C: 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. 
P: 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me. 
C: 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight-- That You may be 
found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge. 
P: 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. 
C: 6 Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to 
know wisdom. 
P: 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
C: 8 Make me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice. 
P: 9 Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 
C: 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
P:11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
C: 12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 
P: 13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You. 

The Confessional Service with Imposition of Ashes 
P:  Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of 
prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. From ancient times the 40-day season of Lent has been kept as a time of special 
devotion, fasting, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on 
His Word and draws from its life and hope. 
The ashes remind us of our need to repent and our mortality due to our sin. We are not celebrating 
Communion so we can focus on our repentance, confession and anticipation of the first Sunday in Lent. 
I admonish you that, when you wash off your ashes, remember your Baptism as the “washing of 



regeneration” that frees you from sin, death and the devil. 
 
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy 
Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep 
the feast in sincerity and truth. 

Silence for reflection 
 

  CORPORATE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
The Litany on p. 288-289 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 
P   God the Father, in heaven, 
C:  have mercy. 
P: God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C: have mercy. 
P: God the Holy Spirit,  
C: have mercy.  
P: Be gracious to us.  
C: Spare us, good Lord.  
P: Be gracious to us. 
C: Help us, good Lord. 
P: By the mystery of your holy incarnation; by your holy nativity; by your baptism, fasting, and 
temptation; by your agony and bloody sweat; by your cross and Passion; by your precious death and 
burial; by your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 
C: Help us, good Lord. 
P: In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of 
judgment: 
C: Help us, good Lord. 
P: We poor sinners implore you 
C: to hear us, O Lord. 
P: To prosper the preaching of your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to strengthen and preserve 
us in the true faith; to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 
C: We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
P:  To draw all to yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch over and console the 
poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our 
prayers; to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all: 
C: We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
P: To turn our hearts to you; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; and graciously 
to hear our prayers: 
C: We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C: we implore you to hear us. 
P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy.  
P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy. 
P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: grant us your peace. 
P: O Christ, 
C: hear us. 
P: O Lord,  
C: have mercy. 



P: O Christ, 
C: have mercy 
P:  O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. 
We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are 
dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have 
laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

Imposition of Ashes 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

 
 

THE WORD  
Old Testament 
A:  A reading from Joel 2 [verses 12-19] 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to 
the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and 
he relents over disaster. Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the 
children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. Between 
the vestibule and the altar 
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your 
heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is 
their God?’” Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. The LORD answered 
and said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I 
will no more make you a reproach among the nations. 
A:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle   
A: A reading from 2 Corinthians 5 [verses 20b - 6:10] 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Working together with him, then, we 
appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, 
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone’s 
way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in 
every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; by purity,  knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by 
truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 
left; through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 
true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing 
everything. 
A:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
 



Verse for Lent:  
C: Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 
 

Holy Gospel 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 23:37-39 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! 
How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, but you were not willing! 38 "See! Your house is left to you desolate; 39 "for I say to you, 
you shall see Me no more till you say, `Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!'" 
 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON HYMN: HEART OF WORSHIP MATT REDMAN 
 
1  When the music fades,  all is stripped away,  and I simply come; 
longing just to bring something that's of worth that will touch Your heart. 
I'll bring You more than a song, for a song in itself is not what You have required 
You search much deeper within through the way things appear; You're looking into my heart. 
 
Refrain: 
I'm coming back to the heart of worship, and it's all about You, all about You, Jesus 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing made it, when it's all about  You, all about You, Jesus. 
 
2. King of endless worth, no one could express how much You deserve. 
Though I'm weak and poor, all I have is Yours, ev'ry single breath. 
I'll bring You more than a song, for a song in itself is not what You have required 
You search much deeper within through the way things appear; You're looking into my heart. 
 
Sing Refrain Twice 
Refrain: 
I'm coming back to the heart of worship, and it's all about You, all about You, Jesus 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing made it, when it's all about  You, all about You, Jesus. 
 
 

SERMON: “Longing Tears”                       Rev. Dr. LeRoy Leach 
 

GATHERING OF TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

THE PRAYER  
P:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 
P:  Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by our Baptism into 
the death and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, may be renewed by Your Holy Spirit to live in 
righteousness and true holiness; 
P:  Lord, in Your mercy; 
C: hear our prayer. 
P:  O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, defend us, Your humble servants, from all the 
assaults of our enemies that we, surely  
trusting in Your defense, may not fear the power of any adversary but may rejoice in Your abiding 
protection;  



P:  Lord, in Your mercy; 
C: hear our prayer 
P: Almighty and everlasting God, through Your Son You have promised us forgiveness of sins and 
everlasting life. Govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that in our daily need, and especially in all time of 
temptation, we may seek Your help and, by a true and lively faith in Your Word, obtain all that You have 
promised;  
P: Lord, in Your mercy; 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  O Lord God, by the example of Your blessed Son, grant us peace to accept patiently the sufferings of 
the present time in full assurance of the glory that shall be revealed to us;  
 

Special petitions may be inserted here. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE CLOSING  
Ash Wednesday Collect: 
P:  Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who 
are repentant. Create in us new and contrite hearts that, lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor, X and grant you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:  
DRAWN TO THE CROSS, WHICH THOU HAS BLESSED (tune: Just As I Am, Without One Plea) 

 

1  Drawn to the cross, which thou hast blessed with healing gifts for souls distressed, 
To find in thee my life, my rest, Christ crucified, I come, I come. 

 
2  Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, thy grace abused, my misspent years; 
Yet now to thee with contrite tears, Christ crucified, I come, I come. 

 

3  Wash me and take away each stain; let nothing of my sin remain. 
For cleansing, though it be through pain, Christ crucified, I come, I come. 

 
4  And then for work to do for thee, which shall so sweet a service be 
That angels well might envy me, Christ crucified, I come, I come. 
 


