
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
DECEMBER 24, 2022 

6:30 PM 
Rev. Dr. LeRoy Leach, Vacancy Pulpit Pastor 

https://peaceconway.org YouTube Channel: peacelutheran4u 
A Family gathered around CHRIST to eternally influence our 

Community 



CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
AWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAWAW    
Stand: 

WORDS OF PROPHECY: 
P: But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall 

come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.  
              (Micah 5:2) 

C: Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.  (Isaiah 7:14) 

  
The Processional: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”     LSB #366 
 

ALL: It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 
From heaven’s all gracious king." 
The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 
 

WOMEN: Still through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heavenly music floats 
Over all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing, 

And ever over its babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 

 
MEN: All you, beneath your heavy load, 

By care and guilt bent low, 
Who toil along a dreary way  
With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, 
Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring your peace; 
Of him the angels sing. 

ALL: For lo, the days have come to pass 
By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years  
Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth 
God’s ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear 
The song the angels sing. 

INVOCATION 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 



THE OPENING SENTENCES 

P: When all was still, and it was midnight, 
C: Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 
P: Fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
C: The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
P: For unto you is born this day in the City of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
C: Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given. 
P: All authority is given to Him in heaven and on earth. 
C: And these are his names:  Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 
P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father. 
P: When all was still, and it was midnight, 
C: Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

 
THE GREETING 

P: Dearly beloved in Christ, on this Christmas Eve, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again 
the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, 
the Infant lying in the manger.  Therefore, let us hear again from Holy Scripture the story of the loving plan of 
God, from the first days of our sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this Holy Child.  And let us make 
this place, dedicated to the Glory of God and named for the Most Blessed Holy Trinity, glad with our carols and 
hymns of praise. 
C: O Lord, open our lips, and our mouths will declare Your praise! 

 

EVENING PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . 
P: O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.; Grant, we implore You, 

that as we have known on earth the mysteries of that Light, we may also come to the fullness of its joys in 
heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
Congregation is seated 

THE FIRST OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY – Genesis 3:1-15 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise, 
But that his Seed will later bruise the serpent’s head. 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of 
both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves coverings.  And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  Then 
the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?"  So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself."  And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?"  Then the man said, "The woman 
whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate."  And the LORD God said to the woman, "What 
is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  So the LORD God said to the 
serpent:  "Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the 
field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. And I will put enmity Between 
you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His 
heel." 



Hymn: “What Child is This?”      LSB #370 stanzas 1-2 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Why lies he in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
The cross be born for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
THE SECOND OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY – Genesis 22:15-18 

God promises to faithful Abraham that through 
His offspring all the nations on the earth will be blessed. 

 
Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: "By Myself I have sworn, 
says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son-- blessing I will 
bless you, and in multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is 
on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies.  In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."  
 
Hymn: “What Child is This?”      LSB #370 stanza 3 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come peasant, king to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 
the virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born 
the babe, the son of Mary. 

 



THE THIRD OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY – Isaiah 9:2-7 

The prophet Isaiah foretells the coming of the Savior. 
 

The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, 
Upon them a light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation And increased its joy; They rejoice before You 
According to the joy of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil.  For You have broken the yoke of his 
burden And the staff of his shoulder, The rod of his oppressor, As in the day of Midian.  For every warrior's sandal 
from the noisy battle, And garments rolled in blood, Will be used for burning and fuel of fire. For unto us a Child 
is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and 
peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with 
judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  

 
Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”       LSB #379 

 
1. Oh, come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him Born the king of angels: 
Oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
2. Highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, A mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! 

Oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,   
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God In the highest: 
Oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given! 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing! 
Oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
  



THE FOURTH OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY – Micah 5:2-5a 
The Prophet Micah reveals that the coming Savior 

will be born in the town of Bethlehem. 
 

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come 
forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting. Therefore, He 

shall give them up, until the time that she who is in labor has given birth; then the remnant of His brethren shall 
return to the children of Israel.  And He shall stand and feed His flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 

majesty of the name of the LORD His God; and they shall abide, for now He shall be great to the ends of the 
earth; and this One shall be peace. 

 
Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”      LSB #361 

 
WOMEN: O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 
The hopes and dreams of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 
 

MEN: For Christ is born of Mary, 
and, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King 
and peace to all the earth! 

 
ALL: O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us; abide with us, 

Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
  



#1 CHRISTMAS GOSPEL READING– St. Luke 2:1-7 
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

 
And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered.  This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria.  So all went to be registered, 
everyone to his own city.  Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary,  
his betrothed wife, who was with child.  So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to 
be delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

 
(At this point in the service the Christ Candle in the center of the Advent Wreath is lit, for our long-

awaited Savior has come!) 
 

 
 

#2 CHRISTMAS GOSPEL READING – St. Luke 2:8-14 
The Shepherds are told of the coming of the promised Messiah. 

 
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  
And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
greatly afraid.  Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which will be to all people.  For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  
And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger."  And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:  

 
ALL: "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" 

 
Hymn:  “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”     LSB #380 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Hark!  The Herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

 



Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail th’ incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell; 
Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Hark!  The Herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

 
Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He leaves His throne on high,  

Born that man no more may die; 
Born to raise the sons of earth;   
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark!  The Herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

Congregation Stand 
P:  Father, we pray this night for those who do not celebrate with us – the poor, the cold and hungry, the lonely 

and oppressed, those who are sick, those who are mourning, the lonely and unloved, and especially those who 
do not know and love our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to them this night and grant them the peace that comes only through 
faith in you. 

P:  Lord Jesus, as we look to your manger, we do not understand what love would cause you to give up so much 
for us sinners.  Continue to work in the hearts of your children here, and strengthen our faith and trust that as 
you came once as a tiny babe, you will come again in glory. 

C: Direct our eyes to you, O Lord, that our lives may be dedicated to you. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING -- Luke 2:15-20 
The shepherds go to the manger to see their Savior. 

 
So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us."  And they 
came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.  Now when they had seen Him, 
they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child.  And all those who heard it 
marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  But Mary kept all these things and pondered 
them in her heart.  Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told them.  
 
Congregation seated 
 
HOMILY – “BEHOLD, YOUR KING” 
 
GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS (at this time, please fill out the attendance sheet in the colored 
bulletin and place in the offering plate. Also at this time, on the back of the attendance slip, please refresh your 
thoughts or read what we believe, as you prepare to come to receive the Lord’s Body & Blood or as you come 
forward to receive a blessing) 



PEACE CHOIR – “ONE SMALL CHILD” by David Meece 
 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(We receive the Lord’s body and blood for forgiveness, strength and unity) 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

Communion Hymn for Christmas 
Gathered round Your table on this holy eve, 

Viewing Bethlehem's stable we rejoice and grieve; 
Joy to see You lying in Your manger bed, 
Weep to see You dying in our sinful stead. 

 
Prince of Glory, gracing Heav'n ere time began, 

Now for us embracing death as Son of Man; 
By Your birth so lowly, by Your love so true, 

By Your cross most holy, Lord, we worship You! 
 

Bethlehem's Incarnation, Calvary's bitter cross, 
Wrought for us salvation by Your pain and loss; 

Now we fall before You in this holy place, 
Prostrate we adore You, for Your gift of grace. 

 
With profoundest wonder we Your body take-- 

Laid in manger yonder, broken for our sake: 
Hushed in adoration we approach the cup-- 
Bethlehem's pure oblation freely offered up. 

 
Christmas Babe so tender, Lamb who bore our blame, 

How shall sinners render praises due Your name? 
Do Your own good pleasure in the lives we bring; 

In Your ransomed treasure reign forever King! 
 

The First Noel 
1 The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay— 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 

Refrain: 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

born is the King of Israel. 
 

2 They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far, 
and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain] 
 

3 And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far. 

To seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain] 



4 This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 

 
5 Then entered in those wise men three, 

full rev’rently upon the knee, 
and offered there in his presence, 

their gold and myrrh and frankincense. [Refrain] 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING: 
P: Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen and preserve you in the 

one true faith. 
C: Amen 

 
(The lights in the church are now dimmed.) 

 

 
THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

The Pastor will light his candle from the Christ Candle; the ushers will light their candles from the Pastor’s 
candle; the ushers will then light the candle of the worshippers in each row nearest the aisle.  It is requested that 
no lit candles be titled – tilt only the unlit candle when lighting your candle from your neighbor’s saying to your 
neighbor – “Receive the Light of Christ.” 

 

Hymn: “Silent Night!  Holy Night!” #363 (SING ACAPELLA) 

1. Silent Night!  Holy Night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent Night!  Holy Night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3. Silent Night!  Holy Night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

  

 



THE CHRISTMAS LITANY 
P: In the beginning was the Word; 
C: We have seen His glory. 
P: He was in the beginning with God; 
C: All things came into being through Him, and without Him not one thing came into being. 
P: He is Alpha and Omega 
C: For the Word was with God and the Word was God. 
P: He is the promised one of old. Christ the Savior is born! 
C: Light and life come from Him 
P: God blesses us with light; 
C: the light of the Child of Bethlehem. 
P: Also, we pray, O Father, that you bless your whole Church on earth.  Keep us faithful to your Word, heal the 

divisions that separate us, and give us your love, that we may share that love with others.  Defend and preserve 
us from the evil one, until that day when we join in with the praises of all the angels and the whole company 
of Heaven around your glorious throne! 

C: Amen!  Bless us and keep us, dear Lord, this night and always. 
P: Finally, on this most blessed night, we pray the prayer our Lord has taught us . . . 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you, The 
Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
(After the benediction, the candles are extinguished.) 

 
Closing Hymn: “Joy to the World”     LSB #387  

(ALL SING JOYFULLY!) 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  
Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
  



No more let sins and sorrows grow  
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found,  

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace  
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness  
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love,  

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

P: "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" 
 
Please join us tomorrow morning at 9 a.m. for Christmas Day Worship 
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