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+ THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT, 11, DECEMBER, A.D. 2022, DS3 + 
 
WELCOME & GREETING OF PEACE 
 
(Stand) 
 
359 LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. 
Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, KölnText and tune: Public domain 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
EXHORTATION LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 



CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us 
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
DECLARATION OF GRACE LSB 185 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and 
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the 
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 
Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
PSALM 146 

 
P Praise | the Lord!* 

Praise the Lord, | O my soul! 

C I will praise the Lord as long | as I live;* 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 

P Put not your trust in | princes,* 
 in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation. 

 

C When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;* 
 on that very day his plans | perish.  

 

P Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 
 whose hope is in the | Lord his God, 

 

C who made heaven and earth, 
 the sea, and all that is | in them,* 
who keeps faith for- | ever; 

 

P who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 
 who gives food to the | hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
 

C the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind.* 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the Lord loves the | righteous. 

 

P The Lord watches over the sojourners; 
 he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,* 
 but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin. 

 

C The Lord will reign for- | ever,* 
 your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the Lord! 

 



GLORIA PATRI LSB 186 

 

 
KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

 
916 ONLY-BEGOTTEN, WORD OF GOD ETERNAL 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Maxwell J. Blacker, 1822–88, alt.Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
  
P  Let us pray.  



P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by 
Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   

 
 
(Sit) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1–10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
it shall blossom abundantly 
 and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
 the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, 
 and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
 “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
 will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
 He will come and save you.” 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
And a highway shall be there, 
 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. 
 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 
 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 



GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 
EPISTLE James 5:7–11 
 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 
the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not 
be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. 
You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

(Stand) 
 
ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
 When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what 
you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not 
offended by me.” 
 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the 
one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth.  



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

(Sit) 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
348 THE KING SHALL COME WHEN MORNING DAWNS 

 

 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt.Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John WyethText and tune: Public domain 
 
SERMON: Looking for Signs Isaiah 35 
 
OFFERING (at this time, please fill out the attendance sheet in the colored bulletin and place in the offering plate. Also 
at this time, on the back of the attendance slip, please refresh your thoughts or read what we believe, as you prepare to 
come to receive the Lord’s Body & Blood or as you come forward to receive a blessing) 
 
(Stand) 
 
OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 



 

 

 
   
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE LSB 194 

 

   

 

   

 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE (FULL) 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 



SANCTUS LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

957 OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN —(acapella) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Text: Traditional Tune: Plainsong, mode VII Text and tune: Public domain 
  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

 

  
 
AGNUS DEI LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

   

(Sit) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



347 COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis 
BourgeoisText and tune: Public domain 
  

 



350 COME, THOU PRECIOUS RANSOM, COME 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, DarmstadtText and tune: Public domain 
 
(Stand) 
 
THE DISMISSAL LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 
THANKSGIVING LSB 200 

 
  

 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
SALUTATION LSB 201 

 
  

 
 



BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 

 
  

 
 
BENEDICTION LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
386 NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: German, 14th cent.Text and tune: Public domain 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

 



 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
P: GO IN PEACE AS YOU SERVE THE LORD.  
C: THANKS BE TO GOD! 
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