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A Tenebrae Service for Good Friday 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The congregation and pastor enter in silence. 
 
Opening Hymn: “Were You There”  (Stanza 1 sung by Pastor)                LSB 456 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Opening Versicles   
P: O Lord, open my lips, 
C: and my mouth will declare your praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C: make haste to help me, O Lord. Praise to you, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

Psalmody            Psalm 2 
P: Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? 
C: The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the LORD and 
against His Anointed, saying, 
P: "Let us break their bonds in pieces and cast away their cords from us." 
C: He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold them in derision. 
P: Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, and distress them in His deep displeasure: 
C: "Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion." 
P: "I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 
C: Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your 
possession. 
 P: You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter's vessel.'   
 C: Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 



 P: Serve the LORD with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 
C: Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And you perish in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. 
 
HYMN: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (pastor sings 1st stanza) LSB 621 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The first candle is extinguished. 

 
And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year.  
Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for the people… The 
high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine.  Jesus answered him, "I spoke openly to the 
world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said 
nothing.  "Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they know what I 
said."  And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his 
hand, saying, "Do You answer the high priest like that?" Jesus answered him, "If I have spoken evil, bear 
witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?"  Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high 
priest…  Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves 
did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. 

 
The second candle is extinguished. 

 
Hymn: #449 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                                      (sts. 1–3)     

See last pages of the bulletin 



P: Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate, And they began to accuse Him, saying,  
C: "We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He 
Himself is Christ, a King."  
P: Then Pilate asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" He answered him and said, "It is as you 
say." So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no fault in this Man." But they were the more 
fierce, saying,  
C: "He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place."  
P:  When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean. And as soon as he knew that He 
belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. Now when 
Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard 
many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him. Then he questioned Him with many 
words, but He answered him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. 
Then Herod’s men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and 
sent Him back to Pilate. That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for previously they had 
been at enmity with each other. 
 

 
The third candle is extinguished. 

 
Hymn: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (sts.4–7) 
 
P: Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" 
Jesus answered him, "Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?" 
Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You 
done?" Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants 
would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here." Pilate 
therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause 
I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who 
is of the truth hears My voice." Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went out 
again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find no fault in Him at all.  But you have a custom that I should release 
someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of the Jews?" Then they 
all cried again, saying,  
C: "Not this Man, but Barabbas!"  
P: Now Barabbas was a robber. So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers twisted a crown 
of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe. Then they said,  
C: "Hail, King of the Jews!"  
P: And they struck Him with their hands. Pilate then went out again, and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing 
Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him." Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, "Behold the Man!" Therefore, when the chief priests and 
officers saw Him, they cried out, saying,  
C: "Crucify Him, crucify Him!"  
P: Pilate said to them, "You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him."  The Jews answered him,  
C: "We have a law, and according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God." 
P: Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, 
and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. 
Then Pilate said to Him, "Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, and 
power to release You?" Jesus answered, "You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given 
you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin." 
From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying,  



C: "If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar's friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against 
Caesar." 
P: When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place 
that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and 
about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" But they cried out,  
C: "Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!"  
P: Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered,  
C: "We have no king but Caesar!" 
 
Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and led Him away. 
 
Sermon Hymn: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross   LSB 425 

 

 

 
 

 
The fourth candle is extinguished. 

 
P: And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, 
Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center. Now 
Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it 
was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,  
C: "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'He said, "I am the King of the Jews." ' " 
 P: Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written." Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, 
took His garments and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without 
seam, woven from the top in one piece. They said therefore among themselves,  
C: "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be,"  
P: That the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: "They divided My garments among them, And for My 
clothing they cast lots." Therefore the soldiers did these things. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His 
mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His 
mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!" Then 
He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home. After 



this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, "I thirst!" 
Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour  
wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is 
finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. 
 

 
The fifth candle is extinguished. 

 

Peace Choir: O Man of Sorrow         Jan Carneghi 

SERMON: The Fulfilled Word 

 
The sixth candle is extinguished. 

 

Canticle 
P: Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your Word. 
C: For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all people, 
P: A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel. 
P: We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the mercy seat for our sins. 
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
P: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

At the conclusion of the CANTICLE, only one lighted candle should remain. The church lights are reduced to a 
minimum. 

Prayers 
P: O Lord,  
C Have mercy on us. 
P: O Christ,   
C Have mercy on us. 
P: O Lord,  
C: Have mercy on us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was willing 
to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men and to bear for us the pains of the cross and so remove 
from us the power of the adversary, help us so to remember and give thanks for our Lord’s Passion that we may 
receive remission of sin and redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 



Hymn: “O Perfect Life of Love”  LSB 452 

 

 
  
5 In perfect love He dies; 

    For me He dies, for me. 
O all-atoning Sacrifice, 
    I cling by faith to Thee. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
The final candle is extinguished.  

Thunder sounds 
(This action has a variety of interpretations, including the scourging by the soldiers, the earthquake, or the 

closing of the tomb.) 
 

The congregation leaves in silence with minimal light. 
 
 

 
 

6 In ev’ry time of need, 
    Before the judgment throne, 
Thy work, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead, 
    Thy merits, not mine own. 

  
7 Yet work, O Lord, in me 

    As Thou for me hast wrought; 
And let my love the answer be 
    To grace Thy love has brought. 

           Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Hymn: #449 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 
 

   

 

 

 
 

5. My Shepherd, now receive me; 
My Guardian, own me Thine. 

Great blessings Thou didst give me, 
O Source of gifts divine! 

Thy lips have often fed me 
With words of truth and love, 

Thy Spirit oft hath led me 
To heavenly joys above. 

 
6. My Savior, be Thou near me 
    When death is at my door; 

Then let Thy presence cheer me, 
    Forsake me nevermore! 

When soul and body languish, 
    O leave me not alone, 

But take away mine anguish 
    By virtue of Thine own! 

 
7. Be Thou my consolation, 

    My shield, when I must die; 
Remind me of Thy passion 

    When my last hour draws nigh. 
Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, 

    Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 



My heart by faith enfold Thee. 
    Who dieth thus dies well. 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 
100010365. 
Music: Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
Easter Sunday Celebration Service 

Worship & Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am 
Easter Breakfast 10:15 am 

Easter Egg Hunt for Children-5th grade 10:30 am 
Post Easter Celebration with Peace Praise Band 10:45am 

X 


