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HOLY THURSDAY 
 
This service for Holy Thursday is the first service in the celebration of the holy three days of Christ’s Passover, 
commonly known as the Triduum. It culminates the Lenten period of preparation for Christ’s Passion and 
Resurrection and leads into His sacrifice on our behalf. As such, the service, like that for Good Friday, exhibits 
a mood of restrained joy. It consists of four parts: the Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution, the 
Service of the Word, the Service of the Sacrament, and the Stripping of the Altar. 
     The Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution signals the end of the Lenten preparations with the 
absolution and peace of Christ that stand at the center of the Three Days. The Service of the Word focuses upon 
Christ’s Prayer in Gethsemane, His betrayal and arrest. The service culminates with the Lord’s ministry to His 
people through the Sacrament of the Altar.  The depth of Christ’s servanthood is demonstrated as the altar is 
reverently stripped in preparation for the Church’s observance of Jesus’ death. In this service, the Church and 
her catechumens begin the journey through the three days of Christ’s Passover from death to life and from 
captivity to freedom. 

_________________________ 

Service of Corporate Confession and Pronouncement of Forgiveness 
 
Stand 
 
OPENING Hymn: “When You Woke That Thursday Morning”                    LSB 445 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Facing the altar, the pastor stands at the foot of the chancel and says: 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: I will go to the altar of God. 
C: To God, my exceeding joy.                                                                       
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
Then the following confessional address is read. 
P: During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the 
devil—all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our intention to receive the 
Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for our salvation, it is 
proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. 
This holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sins, 
humbly confess them, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
  But when we sincerely examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and 
death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on 
us. For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver 
us, took upon Himself our sinful nature and the punishment we deserve. 
 So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is 
given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of 
this, I give you My body to eat, as the Bread of Life” 
  In the same way also, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it 
is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking upon Myself all your sins. I give Myself into death, 
shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the New Testament, 
which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise of Christ, 
dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
 We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our 
offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow 
Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. As our Lord on this night 
exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by our words and actions serve one another in love. 
For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one 
cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of  



many grapes and one the bread is made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. 
Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 
May the Almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in 
us. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the sake of His Son 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Stand 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities 
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now and forever. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your 
Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life. 
P: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C: Amen. 
P: Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 
C: Yes. 
P: Let it be done for you as you believe. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be 
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. (1 
Thessalonians 5:23–24) 
C: Amen. 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we may so 
receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be 
manifest in us; who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Following the collect of the day, the service continues with the Service of the Word from one of the Divine 
Service settings, beginning at the readings. The creed, offering, and offertory may be omitted. Please see the 
end of the bulletin for the Hymn #439 below OR you may use a hymnal. 
 
Sit 
 
P: The Holy Gospel is written in Luke 22, verses 35–65 and Matthew 27, verses 1-10. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 35 And He said to them, "When I sent 
you without money bag, knapsack, and sandals, did you lack anything?" So they said, "Nothing." 36 Then He 
said to them, "But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a knapsack; and he who has no 
sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. 37 "For I say to you that this which is written must still be 
accomplished in Me: 'And He was numbered with the transgressors.' For the things concerning Me have an 



end." 38 So they said, "Lord, look, here are two swords." And He said to them, "It is enough." 39 Coming out, 
He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also followed Him. 
 
Hymn #439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” (st.1-3) 
 
 40 When He came to the place, He said to them, "Pray that you may not enter into temptation." 41 And He was 
withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, "Father, if it is Your 
will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done." 43 Then an angel appeared to 
Him from heaven, strengthening Him. 44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat 
became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45 When He rose up from prayer, and had come to 
His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. 46 Then He said to them, "Why do you sleep? Rise and 
pray, lest you enter into temptation." 
 
Hymn #439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” (st.4-6) 
 
 47 And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, went 
before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him. 48 But Jesus said to him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of 
Man with a kiss?" 49 When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, "Lord, shall we 
strike with the sword?" 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But 
Jesus answered and said, "Permit even this." And He touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the 
chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders who had come to Him, "Have you come out, as against a 
robber, with swords and clubs? 53 "When I was with you daily in the temple, you did not try to seize Me. But 
this is your hour, and the power of darkness." 54 Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into the 
high priest's house. But Peter followed at a distance.  
 
 Hymn #439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” (st.7-9) 
 
55 Now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 
56 And a certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently at him and said, "This man was 
also with Him." 57 But he denied Him, saying, "Woman, I do not know Him." 58 And after a little while 
another saw him and said, "You also are of them." But Peter said, "Man, I am not!" 59 Then after about an hour 
had passed, another confidently affirmed, saying, "Surely this fellow also was with Him, for he is a Galilean." 
60 But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are saying!" 
 
Hymn #439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” (st.10-12) 
 
Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And 
Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me 
three times." 62 So Peter went out and wept bitterly. 63 Now the men who held Jesus mocked Him and beat 
Him. 64 And having blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the face and asked Him, saying, "Prophesy! Who is 
the one who struck You?" 65 And many other things they blasphemously spoke against Him. 
 
Hymn #439 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” (st.13-15) 
 
Matthew 27:1 When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people plotted against Jesus to put 
Him to death. 2 And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the 
governor. 3 Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." 
And they said, "What is that to us? You see to it!" 5 Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and 
departed, and went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, "It is not lawful 
to put them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood." 7 And they consulted together and bought 
with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in.  



8 Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, 
whom they of the children of Israel priced, 10 "and gave them for the potter's field, as the LORD directed me." 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON HYMN: “The Tree of Life”    LSB 561 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
SERMON: The Remembering Word 
 
Stand 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS  
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
The Service of the Sacrament begins with the PREFACE. Following the dismissal, it concludes simply with the 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT. Due to the unified nature of the services of the Triduum, the BENEDICTION is omitted 
on this day. 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with your spirit. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is truly meet and right so to do. 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind 



by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who 
overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is 
My † body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me." 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My † 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 
THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen! 
 
AGNUS DEI (sung to the hymn "My Faith Looks Trustingly") 
O Lamb of God, we pray:  
Take all our sins away— Our faith increase.   
Have mercy on us all,  Strengthen us when we fall,   
Answer our fervent call   And grant us peace. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF OUR LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD 
 
Communion Hymn: The Lamb      LSB 547 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chief of Sinners Though I Be      LSB 611 

 

 

 

 
  
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
POST COMMUNION COLLECT  
Lord Jesus, You have given us this bread and cup to eat and drink.  May we, who have received Your body and 
blood for the forgiveness of our sins, proclaim Your death until You come again; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
Immediately following the post-communion collect, the communion vessels, candles, linens, and 
paraments are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is stripped which is symbolic of the 
humiliation Christ experienced by the stripping of His garments prior to His crucifixion. Then 
the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good Friday. 

While this is done, Psalm 22 is spoken responsively verse, by verse. 
 
Psalm 22 

My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?* 
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my | groaning? 

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not | answer,* 
and by night, but I | find no rest. 

Yet you are | holy,* 
enthroned on the praises of | Israel. 

In you our fathers | trusted;* 



they trusted, and you de- | livered them. 
To you they cried and were | rescued;* 

in you they trusted and were not | put to shame. 
But I am a worm and | not a man,* 

scorned by mankind and despised by the | people. 
All who see me | mock me;* 

they make mouths at me; they | wag their heads; 
“He trusts in the Lord; let him de- | liver him;* 

let him rescue him, for he de- | lights in him!” 
Yet you are he who took me | from the womb;* 
you made me trust you at my | mother’s breasts. 
On you was I cast | from my birth,* 

 and from my mother’s womb you have | been my God. 
Be not far from me, for trouble | is near,* 

and there is | none to help. 
Many bulls en- | compass me;* 

strong bulls of Bashan sur- | round me; 
they open wide their | mouths at me,* 

like a ravening and roaring | lion. 
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are | out of joint;* 

my heart is like wax; it is melted with- | in my breast; 
my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks | to my jaws;* 

you lay me in the | dust of death. 
For dogs en- | compass me;* 

a company of evildoers encircles me; 
they have pierced my | hands and feet— 

I can count | all my bones—* 
they stare and gloat | over me; 

they divide my garments a- | mong them,* 
and for my clothing they | cast lots. 

But you, O Lord, do not be | far off!* 
O you my help, come quickly | to my aid! 

Deliver my soul | from the sword,* 
my precious life from the power | of the dog! 

Save me from the mouth of the | lion!* 
              You have rescued me from the horns of the wild | oxen!  

I will tell of your name to my | brothers;* 
in the midst of the congregation I will | praise you: 

You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glo- | rify him,* 
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of | Israel! 

For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not hidden his | face 
from him,* 

but has heard, when he | cried to him. 
From you comes my praise in the great congre- | gation;* 

my vows I will perform before those who | fear him. 
The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall | praise the Lord!* 

May your hearts live for- | ever! 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord,* 
and all the families of the nations shall worship be- | fore you. 

For kingship belongs | to the Lord,* 
and he rules over the | nations. 

All the prosperous of the earth eat and | worship;* 



before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
even the one who could not keep him- | self alive. 

Posterity shall | serve him;* 
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming gener- | ation; 

they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people | yet unborn,* 
that he has | done it. 

 

At the conclusion of the stripping of the altar and the Psalm, please leave the 
church in silence. 

 
 
 

X 

 
 
THIS IS THE HYMN FOR “SERVICE OF THE WORD” THAT IS BROKEN UP IN TO SECTIONS OF SINGING. 
 
439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken 

 

 

 

 
                       
5 The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 

The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted; 
God is committed. 

  
6 There was no spot in me by sin untainted; 

Sick with sin’s poison, all my heart had  
fainted; 
My heavy guilt to hell had well-nigh  
brought me, 
Such woe it wrought me. 

  



7 O wondrous love, whose depth no heart  
hath sounded, 
That brought Thee here, by foes and  
thieves surrounded! 
All worldly pleasures, heedless, I was trying 
While Thou wert dying. 

  
8 O mighty King, no time can dim Thy glory! 

How shall I spread abroad Thy  
wondrous story? 
How shall I find some worthy  
gifts to proffer? 
What dare I offer? 

  
9 For vainly doth our human wisdom ponder— 

Thy woes, Thy mercy, still transcend  
our wonder. 
Oh, how should I do aught that could  
delight Thee! 
Can I requite Thee? 

  
10 Yet unrequited, Lord, I would not leave  

Thee; 
I will renounce whate’er doth vex or  
grieve Thee 
And quench with thoughts of Thee  
and prayers most lowly 
All fires unholy. 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 But since my strength will 
nevermore suffice me 
To crucify desires that still entice 
me, 
To all good deeds O let Thy Spirit 
win me 
And reign within me! 

  
12 I’ll think upon Thy mercy without 

ceasing, 
That earth’s vain joys to me no more 
be pleasing; 
To do Thy will shall be my sole 
endeavor 
Henceforth forever. 

  
13 Whate’er of earthly good this life 

may grant me, 
I’ll risk for Thee; no shame, no 
cross, shall daunt me. 
I shall not fear what foes can do to 
harm me 
Nor death alarm me. 

  
14 But worthless is my sacrifice, I own 

it; 
Yet, Lord, for love’s sake Thou wilt 
not disown it; 
Thou wilt accept my gift in Thy 
great meekness 
Nor shame my weakness. 

  
15 And when, dear Lord, before Thy 

throne in heaven 
To me the crown of joy at last is 
given, 
Where sweetest hymns Thy saints 
forever raise Thee, 
I, too, shall praise Thee. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 


