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PASSION SUNDAY WITH PALMS 
The service of Passion Sunday, reflects the contrasting attitudes toward Jesus that were on display during 
the days leading up to His crucifixion. “Palm Sunday” is named after the palms which were spread before 
Jesus as He entered Jerusalem. The acclamation of the people, “Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord,” clearly reveal that they hailed Jesus as the messianic king. Yet only 
days later, our Lord would hear the cry “Crucify!” This contrast is reflected on this day as the joy of His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem gives way to the somber remembrance of His passion. The choice of hymns 
will reflect this gradual change in attitude. The extended reading from the Passion narrative sets before the 
people of God all that our Lord did on our behalf. So,  the Church prepares herself to enter Holy Week—the 
most important week of the church year. 

PROCESSION WITH PALMS 
The congregation stands and faces the processional cross. Children will process through the church waving 
 
OPENING HYMN:  All Glory, Laud, and Honor    LSB 442 

 

 
 
Greeting 
P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and God’s truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
P: Since we are the people of God and He has called us to holy living, let us confess our sins before Him, 
trusting in His promises as we enter His divine presence. 
C: I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before You, O God, of all my sins. I have lived as if  You did not matter 
and as if I mattered most. Your name I have not honored as I should; My worship and prayers have 
faltered. I have not let Your love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are 



those I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts and desires have been soiled with 
sin. I am sorry for all my sin and ask for Your grace and forgiveness. 
P: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.  
Do you believe that the words I speak are from the Lord Himself? 
C: Yes 
P: As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce the grace of God to you all and declare that, 
according to your confession, the Lord, our God, has forgiven your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 
Prayer of the Day (Collect) 
P: Let us pray. 
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your dearly 
beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He 
comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads 
to eternal life through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us go forth in peace 
C: In the name of the Lord. 
P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Sit 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
P: The Holy Gospel taken from all four Gospel accounts. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

THE LAST PUBLIC MINISTRY IN JERUSALEM 
(Jesus arrives in Bethany on Friday afternoon) 

And the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up to Jerusalem before the Passover, to 
purify themselves. Then they sought Jesus, and spoke among themselves as they stood in the temple, "What do 
you think -- that He will not come to the feast?" Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a 
command, that if anyone knew where He was, he should report it, that they might seize Him. Then, six days 
before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from 
the dead… Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but 
that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead… But the chief priests plotted to put 
Lazarus to death also, because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus. 
 
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                          LSB 443 
 

 



 

 

 
 

JESUS’ TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 
(From Bethany to Jerusalem and back on Sunday) 

 
Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 
colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me. "And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord 
has need of them,' and immediately he will send them."  All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophet, saying:  "Tell the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your King is coming to you, Lowly, and 
sitting on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.' "  So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. 
They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. The large crowd that had 
come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to 
meet him, crying out, "Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' 
Hosanna in the highest!"  Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, "If you had known, 
even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your 
eyes. "For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you 
and close you in on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not 
leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation." His disciples did 
not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had 
been written about him and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus 
out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. The reason why the crowd went to 
meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was 
moved, saying, "Who is this?" So the multitudes said, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee." So 
the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him."  
 
No Tramp of Soldiers' Marching Feet                                                             LSB 444



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
JESUS DENOUNCES THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES 

(In the Court of the Temple on Tuesday) 
 
Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying: "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' 
seat. Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; 
for they say, and do not do. For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; but 
they will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make 
their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. They love the best places at feasts, the best 
seats in the synagogues, greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.' But you, do not 
be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. "Do not call anyone on earth 
your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. And do not be called teachers; for One is your 
Teacher, the Christ. But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever exalts himself will 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those 
who are entering to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' houses, and 
for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation. Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him 
twice as much a son of hell as yourselves. 
 



Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways                                                            LSB 707 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–4) and Music: Public domain 

 
PREPARATION FOR THE PASSOVER MEAL AT A FRIEND’S HOME 

(The Day of Preparation in Jerusalem on Thursday afternoon) 
 
Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this 
world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. Now on the first 
day of the Unleavened Bread, when they kill the Passover Lamb, the disciples came to Jesus, saying to Him, 
"Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?" And He sent Peter and John, saying, "Go into 
the city to a certain man, and say to him, 'The Teacher says, "My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at 
your house with My disciples. Then he will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make 
ready for us." So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover.  
 
Praise to You and Adoration         LSB 692 
 

1 Praise to You and adoration, 
Blessed Jesus, Son of God, 

Who, to serve Your own creation, 
Came to share our flesh and blood. 

Guide me that I never may 
From Your fold or pastures stray, 
But with zeal and joy exceeding 

Follow where Your steps are leading. 
 

2 Hold me ever in Your keeping; 
Comfort me in pain and strife. 

In my laughter and my weeping 
Be with me throughout my life. 
Give me greater love for You, 
And my faith and hope renew 

In Your birth, Your life, and passion, 
In Your death and resurrection. 

 
THE DISCIPLES ARGUE ABOUT WHO IS THE GREATEST 

(Thursday evening after sunset, beginning of Jewish Friday) 
 
When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. Then He said to them, "With fervent 
desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until 
it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be 



considered the greatest. And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those 
who exercise authority over them are called 'benefactors.' But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is 
greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. For who is greater, he 
who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who 
serves. But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials. And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as 
My Father bestowed one upon Me, that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 
 

JESUS WASHES THE FEET OF HIS DISCIPLES 
(Evening before the crucifixion on our Thursday –Jewish Friday) 

 
Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this 
world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. And supper being 
ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him, Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to 
God, rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. After that, He poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was 
girded. Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You washing my feet?" Jesus 
answered and said to him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this." Peter 
said to Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with 
Me." Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!" 
Jesus said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but 
not all of you." For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, "You are not all clean." So when He 
had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have 
done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you 
should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he 
who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. I do not 
speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 'He who eats 
bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.' Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, 
you may believe that I am He. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and 
he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me." 
 
Sermon Hymn: Jesus, Greatest at the Table                                                      LSB 446 
 



 

 
  
SERMON  
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from the evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

JESUS INSTITUTES THE LORD’S SUPPER FOR HIS CHURCH 
 

Then He said to them, "With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say 
to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My 
Father's kingdom. But behold, the hand of My betrayer is with Me on the table. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is 
My † body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me." 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My †  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 
The Peace of the Lord (Pax Domini) 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD IN THE SUPPER 
 



(THIS SECTION IS READ DURING THE LORD’S SUPPER) 
JESUS POINTS OUT JUDAS AS THE BETRAYER 

(Thursday evening – Jewish Friday) 
 

When evening had come, He sat down with the twelve. Now as they were eating, He said, "Assuredly, I say to 
you, one of you will betray Me." And they were exceedingly sorrowful, and each of them began to say to Him, 
"Lord, is it I?" He answered and said, "He who dipped his hand with Me in the dish will betray Me. "The Son of 
Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 
have been good for that man if he had not been born." Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of His 
disciples, whom Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask who it was of whom He spoke. 
Then, leaning back on Jesus' breast, he said to Him, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is he to whom I shall 
give a piece of bread when I have dipped it." Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, "Rabbi, 
is it I?" He said to him, "You have said it." And having dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of 
Simon. Now after the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, "What you do, do quickly." 
But no one at the table knew for what reason He said this to him. For some thought, because Judas had the 
money box, that Jesus had said to him, "Buy those things we need for the feast," or that he should give 
something to the poor. Having received the piece of bread, he then went out immediately. And it was night. 
 

JESUS WARNS OF DESERTION WHILE ALL PROTEST THEIR LOYALTY 
 

So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. If God is 
glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately. Little children, I shall be 
with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, 'Where I am going, you cannot 
come,' so now I say to you. A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another." Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, where are You going?" Jesus answered him, "Where I am going you 
cannot follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward." Peter said to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You 
now? I will lay down my life for Your sake." And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon!  
 
Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should 
not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren." Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will 
be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is written: 'I will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep will be 
scattered.' But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee." Peter answered and said to Him, "Even 
if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble. Lord, I am ready to go with You, 
both to prison and to death." Jesus answered him, "Will you lay down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, I 
say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times. 
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P: Lord, now let Your servants depart in peace according to Your word, for our eyes have seen Your salvation, 
which You have prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your 
people Israel. 
 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endures forever. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace. 

C Amen. 



CLOSING HYMN: What Wondrous Love is This   LSB  543 
 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me, 
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

and through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 
 


