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ENTRANCE HYMN 
 
367 ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
EXHORTATION LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 



CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
ABSOLUTION LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

INTROIT Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 
P The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
P The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
C He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
  

C The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 
KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
P Glory be to God on high:  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
A The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
A Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more 
wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be 
like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  



C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 
 The LORD said to Moses, “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among 
the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 
 Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. . . . 
 “When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall 
give it to you, you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that 
are males shall be the LORD’s. Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not 
redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. And when in 
time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD 
brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the 
LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. 
Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I 
redeem.’” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 111 Psalm 111; antiphon: v. 9a, b 

 A Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
 in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

C  Great are the works of the LORD, 
 studied by all who delight in them. 
Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 
 and his righteousness endures forever. 

A He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 
 the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
He provides food for those who fear him; 
 he remembers his covenant forever. 

C He has shown his people the power of his works, 
 in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

A The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
 all his precepts are trustworthy; 
they are established forever and ever, 
 to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

C He sent redemption to his people; 
 he has commanded his covenant forever. 
 Holy and awesome is his name! 

A The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
 all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
 His praise endures forever! 

 
EPISTLE Colossians 3:12–17 
 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 



all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 
ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens 
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
 according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation 
 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 
 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 
years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And 
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for 
the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 
was upon him. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

(Sit) 
 
NO CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HYMN: 370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON: What If Jesus Had Not Been Born Luke 2: 22-40 

 
 
  OFFERING – PLEASE BRING YOUR OFFERINGS & RITE OF FELLOWSHIP FORWARD 
 
OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 



 

 

 
 
(Stand) 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 

 
PROPER PREFACE (FULL) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, 
we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS LSB 195 

 

 

 

 



 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 196 
P Remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
  

(Sit) 
AGNUS DEI LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  



DISTRIBUTION 
 
383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



384 OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
THE DISMISSAL LSB 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 
(Stand) 
 
THANKSGIVING LSB 200 
  

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
  

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C AMEN!  
 
SALUTATION LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  

 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

BENEDICTION LSB 202 
 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C  AMEN!  
 
388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

 



 
 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
 


