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HYMN: 936 SING PRAISE TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 
Tune: Public domain 
 
(Stand) 
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
EXHORTATION LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 



ABSOLUTION LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
INTROIT 1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b–7; antiphon: Luke 1:46b–47 
P My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
  

C My mouth derides my enemies, 
 because I rejoice in your salvation. 
  

P There is none holy like the LORD; 
 there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God. 
  

C The barren has borne seven, 
 but she who has many children is forlorn. 
  

P The LORD kills and brings to life; 
 he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
  

C The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 
 he brings low and he exalts. 
Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
 and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
  

P My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 
KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 



  
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may 
be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 5:2–5a 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
And he shall be their peace. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Psalm 80:1–7; antiphon: v. 7 
A Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

 you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, 
stir up your might 
 and come to save us! 

C Restore us, O God; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 



A O LORD God of hosts, 
 how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears 
 and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, 
 and our enemies laugh among themselves. 

C Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 
EPISTLE Hebrews 10:5–10 
 When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
 but a body have you prepared for me; 
in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you have taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “Behold, I have come to do 
your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And by that will we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:39–45 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 
from the Lord.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(Sit) 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 



HYMN OF THE DAY: 933 MY SOUL REJOICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 
 
 
SERMON: "The Theology of Icons"  Luke 1
  
(Stand) 
 
NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 



     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
(Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign 
of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).) 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 
PREFACE LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE (FULL) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 



 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids 
us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all 
the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 



AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 
(Sit) 
 
HYMN: 359 LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
  



DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
 
HYMN: 361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 
(Stand) 
 
THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 



 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 
HYMN: 935 TELL OUT, MY SOUL, THE GREATNESS OF THE LORD 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 
Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
HYMN: 805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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