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T In the Name of Jesus T 
 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Calling on the Name of the Lord with His Divine Names 
P We gather this morning, perhaps nearby a Christmas tree or a Christmas creché in our homes, but truly in the Presence 

of the Triune God:  
C You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore. (Psalm 16:11) 
P In the Name of the One Who is Faithful, the Most High, Abba, God and Father of us all; 
C O come, let us adore Him! 
P In the Name of T Jesus, the Son of the Most High, the Word Who became flesh and dwelt among us, the Anointed 

One, Bright Morning Star, Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace, Wisdom from on High, Lord and Ruler of the House 
of Israel, Root of Jesse, Key of David, Dayspring from on High, King of the nations, Emmanuel - God With Us, Whose 
Name is above all names; 

C O come, let us adore Him! 
P In the Name of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, Comforter and Counselor, the Lord - the Giver of Life; 
C O come, let us adore Him! Amen! 
 
Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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A Christmas Confession and Absolution 
P Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King! 
C We confess that we are in need of the Lord, and have at times, like Adam and Eve, hidden from Him as He comes 

to us, for we have tried to take over the throne and be just like God. Our sinful inherited nature still wants to be 
lord over God and our fellow human beings. Jesus, Son of David, have mercy upon us! 

P Let every heart prepare Him room. 
C We confess that we have not always whole-heartedly prepared a room for the Lord in our hearts, but have half-

heartedly lived and crowded Jesus, along with the Father and Holy Spirit, with other people and things in our 
hearts. Our hearts and souls now bow before Christ's manger-throne and say: Create in me a clean heart, O 
God! Renew a right spirit within me! (Psalm 51:10) "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" (Luke 18:38) 

  
God's Gift of Christmas Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
P Hear now what is not simply an echo of the angels' chorus, but from the Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing for 

your heart's hearing: 
 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father, 

David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end." (Luke 1:32-33) 
 Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David, a Savior 

has been born to you; he is Christ, the Lord. Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace to humankind on whom 
His favor rests. (Luke 2:10-11, 14) 

 This same Savior said from the cross: "Father, forgive them, they don't know what they are doing." When one of the 
two thieves on the other crosses said, "Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom," Jesus answered him, 
"I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in Paradise." (Luke 23:42-43) 

 As a called and ordained servant of the Word made flesh, Jesus the Son of the Most High, I announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Hear also this word from 
the risen Jesus: "Peace be with you....This is what was written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." (Luke 
24:36,46-47) Now go, forgiven and restored in heart and soul to serve the Savior and His world with grace, mercy, and 
peace. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

  



 4 

Hymn of Christmas Praise 
387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage 

of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news 
of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up 
their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into 
singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The LORD 
has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm Psalm 2 
1Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 3“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from 
us.” 4He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 5Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and 
terrify them in his fury, saying, 6“As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 7I will tell of the decree: The LORD 
said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the 
ends of the earth your possession. 9You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
10Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 11Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
12Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessèd are all who take refuge 
in him. 
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Epistle Hebrews 1:1–12 
1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of 
the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as 
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

 “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, 

 “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 
8But of the Son he says, 

 “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your 
companions.” 10And, 

 “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 11they will 
perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 12like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they 
will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Please stand in honor of Jesus 
Holy Gospel John 1:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with 
God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
An Ancient Christmas Creedal Prayer (attributed to Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; LSB 332) 

C Savior of the nations, come, Virgin's Son, make here Your Home! Marvel now, O heaven and earth, 
that the Lord chose such a birth. 
Not by human flesh and blood, by the Spirit of our God, was the Word of God made flesh--woman's 
offspring pure and fresh. 
Here a maid was found with child, yet remained a virgin mild. In her womb this truth was shown: God 
was there upon His throne. 
Then stepped forth the Lord of all from His pure and kingly hall; God of God, yet fully man, His heroic 
course began. 
God the Father was His source, back to God He ran His course. Into hell His road went down, back 
then to His throne and crown. 
For You are the Father's Son who in flesh the victory won. By Your mighty power make whole all our 
ills of flesh and soul. 
From the manger newborn light shines in glory through the night. Darkness there no more resides; in 
this light faith now abides. 
Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, Glory to the Spirit be now and through eternity. 
Amen. 

Please be seated 
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525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Sermon “The King is Born!” Text: Luke 2 
 

Offering 
T During this time of "socially distanced" worship, we continue to give our tithes and offerings in response to God's faithfulness, and for our continued mission and 
ministry, which will continue daily until our Lord Jesus returns, whenever that may be, in our lifetime or in that of a future generation. We encourage you to mail in your 
offerings, drop them off at the office, or call the church office for a Joyful Response form to take home to fill out to begin automatic weekly, semi-monthly, monthly, or 
one-time draft offerings from your bank account via ACH. You can drop your form off at the church office, or we can have someone come pick it up for you. You may 
also give securely on our website www.peaceconway.org. T 
 
Please stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of 

all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
A Heart's Cradle Christmas Prayer 
365 Away in a Manger st. 3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Benediction 2 Thessalonians 3:16 
P 16Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all. 
C Amen. 
 
389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 
5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ 
  Child’s love! 
No truer friend than He, 
No truer friend than He. 

6 He is the key and He the door 
To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
To God our praises rise, 
To God our praises rise. 

 
 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
And Spirit evermore; 
We praise You evermore. 

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 
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