
 
 

 
 
 

 

“Peace Conway is a loving Christian family, faithfully serving all people  
by sharing the good news of Jesus and caring for people in need.” 

 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

 

Decommissioning of the Church Building 
 

April 12, 2026 

-a congregation of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
+ 

"...For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like 
a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it 

will move, and nothing will be impossible for 
you.” 

 Matthew 17:20b 
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PEACE CONWAY 2nd Sunday in Easter 
April 12, 2026 
 
AS WE GATHER: EASTER LIGHT—GLORIOUS LIGHT 
 “Seeking dedicated worker. Suffering not optional.” If we were to read that simple line in a job 

posting, it certainly would give us pause. People generally want to avoid suffering at any cost. 
Scripture reminds us that there may be a dynamic of discomfort to faith-filled living that follows the 
call of the risen Savior. In his hymn text “‘Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake” from the 1600s, 
Johann Scheffler concludes, “Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, and take the cross appointed 
and, firmly clinging to His Word, in suff’ring be undaunted. For those who bear the battle’s strain 
the crown of heav’nly life obtain” (LSB 688:5). The challenges of the twenty-first century may differ 
from those of the seventeenth, but they are just as real. Our Lord promises that He is always with 
us on our life’s journey. With Easter joy, we travel onward together toward His glorious heavenly 
kingdom!  

 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

 
490 JESUS LIVES! THE VICTORY’S WON 
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 Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662. Text and tune: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Romans 6:9; John 20:29b; Matt. 17:20b; Psalm 145:1, 5, 6b 
P Alleluia! We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death 

no longer has dominion over Him. 
C Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  

P For truly I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to 
this mountain, "Move from here to there," and it will move, 

C and nothing will be impossible for you. 
  

P I will extol You, my God and King, and bless Your name forever and ever. 
C On the glorious splendor of Your majesty, and on Your wondrous works, I will 

meditate, and I will declare Your greatness. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Micah 6:6–8 
P Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking forgiveness and amendment 

of our lives as we follow the Lord. 
C “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  Will the 
LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 
of my soul?” 

  

P He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

C Almighty God, we confess that we are indeed sinful. By our very nature we are 
sinful. We have done the evil You forbid and have not done the good You 
demand. We do repent and are truly sorry for these our sins. Have mercy on 
us because of Jesus, our Savior. Grant that, by the working of the Holy Spirit, 
we may live out our lives on earth faithfully until that time when we, by His 
grace, join the company of heaven forever. 
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P God has promised forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him for 
grace. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and at His command, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. May 
our gracious God, lead you to greater faith and obedience, and bring you to live with 
Him eternally in His glory, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  
587 I KNOW MY FAITH IS FOUNDED 
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 Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg. Text and tune: Public domain 

+ WORD + 
SALUTATION 
L The Lord be with you. C And also with you. 
 
PSALM Psalm 148 
 1Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 

2Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 3Praise him, sun and moon, 
praise him, all you shining stars! 4Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters 
above the heavens! 5Let them praise the name of the LORD! For he commanded and 
they were created. 6And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, 
and it shall not pass away. 

 7Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 8fire and 
hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 9Mountains and all hills, fruit trees 
and all cedars! 10Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! 

 11Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 12Young men 
and maidens together, old men and children! 13Let them praise the name of the 
LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven. 14He 
has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the people of Israel 
who are near to him. Praise the LORD!  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. C Thanks be to God. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s 

resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is 
Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
HYMN INTRODUCTION 
L The hymn texts of the Easter season span well over a thousand years of Christian 

poetic writing. In one of the more recently written Easter hymns, Lutheran pastor 
Herbert F. Brokering shares an easily envisaged image of brightness, describing 
sacred music being provided by trumpets resounding in glorious light in the first 
stanza of “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” (LSB 474). 
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 In the last verse of the final Psalm, the sacred writer exclaims, “Let everything that 
has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6). That assemblage of 
“everything that has breath” might well include those instruments; from trumpets and 
trombones to flutes and recorders that God’s people use to express their joyful 
praise, especially in this glorious season of Easter. 

 
 
474 ALLELUIA! JESUS IS RISEN sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 

 
 Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009. Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–87, Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 

Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 

 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
474 ALLELUIA! JESUS IS RISEN sts. ref, 3–5 
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 Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009. Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–87, Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 

Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 

 
 
FIRST READING Acts 5:29–42 
 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The 

God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God 
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, 
whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

 33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee 
in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, 
stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35And he said to 
them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36For 
before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of 
men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were 
dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days 
of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all 
who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep away from 
these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 
39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found 
opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, 
they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them 
go. 



 8 

 41Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And every day, in the temple and from house to 
house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.  

L This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3–9 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you 
rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than 
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, 
you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with 
joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls.  

L This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
470 O SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE KING sts. 4–6 

 

 

 
 Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615. Text and tune: Public domain 
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VERSE Romans 6:9; John 20:29b 
C Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia. Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the 
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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470 O SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE KING sts. 7–8 

 

 

 
 Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615. Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
OFFERING & VIDEO 
 (At this time, please fill out the attendance sheet in the colored bulletin and place in the 

offering plate. Also at this time, on the back of the attendance slip, please refresh your 
thoughts or read what we believe, as you prepare to come to receive the Lord’s Body & 
Blood or as you come forward to receive a blessing.) 

 
LWML NOISY MITE OFFERING 
 (This loose change offering is taken to support LWML Mission Grants. Please see the 

screen for what is highlighted this month. If you would like to know more about these 
grants, please go to these websites: www.lwml.org and www.midsouthlwml.org.) 
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CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
L In peace let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.  For the whole Christian Church, that the peace of God 
dwell within it and that the Spirit of God work through it, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, grant our petition. 
  
L For the nations of the world and for the leaders entrusted with their designated 

responsibilities, that true and lasting tranquility be known around the globe, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, grant our petition. 
  
L For this present assembly of God’s people, that all gathered here dwell together in 

peace and unity, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, grant our petition. 
  
L For those who actively keep the peace and bring about security both locally and 

around the world, including the armed forces of our nation and our local police, 
firefighters and first responders, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, grant our petition. 
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L For those whose lives are in need of a special measure of peace and comfort—the 
sick and the hospitalized, those who are experiencing changes and challenges, 
including the unemployed; those who are relocating to new places and situations 
and the elderly, as they face each new day as it comes to them; and for our youth—
that they be surrounded by our support and our love, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, grant our petition. 
  
L For all the saints now in the glory of light eternal, Lord, we give You thanks. Bless 

us by the heritage of faith that they have left to us in our time and build on the legacy 
they have given us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer and bless us with Your peace. Amen. 
 
488 HE IS ARISEN! GLORIOUS WORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Text: Birgitte Katerine Boye, 1742–1824; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt. Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608. Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 

 

+ SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord our God, whose love daily attends us and whose peace 
blesses us in countless ways. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we worthily 
receive the bread and wine, that is the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of the full salvation He has won for 
us. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. Unite us with all who 
gather with us at Your Table here and with all in Your glorious presence who now 
feast at Your eternal table in the courts of heaven. To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
961 SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 Text: Traditional; tr. International Consultation on English Texts, alt. Tune: Mark L. Bender, 1951. Text: © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223. Tune: © 2006 

Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000223 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, who of Your tender love for all people 

gave Your only Son, Jesus Christ, to take our nature upon Himself and to suffer 
death on the cross for our redemption. 

 As we celebrate His glorious resurrection, we pray that we be filled with Your 
heavenly peace and joy; and also that we, in receiving the forgiveness of sins, 
together with the gifts of life and salvation, be sanctified in body and soul and spirit 
and have our portion with all Your saints in light. To You, O God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit—be all honor and glory in Your holy church, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 
Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 
 

BECAUSE HE LIVES (AMEN)  Matt Maher 
 I believe in the Son. I believe in the Risen One. 
 I believe I overcome  By the power of His blood. 
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 Amen. Amen. I'm alive I'm alive because He lives. 
 Amen. Amen. Let my song join the one that never ends 
 Because He lives. 
 
 I was dead in the grave, I was covered in sin and shame. 
 I heard mercy call my name, He rolled the stone away. 
 
 Amen. Amen. I'm alive, I'm alive because He lives. 
 Amen. Amen. Let my song join the one that never ends. 
 
 Because He lives I can face tomorrow. 
 Because He lives ev'ry fear is gone. 
 I know He holds my life, My future in His hand. 
 
 Amen. Amen. I'm alive, I'm alive because He lives. 
 Amen. Amen. Let my song join the one that never ends. 
 
 Amen. Amen. I'm alive, I'm alive because He lives. 
 Amen. Amen. Let my song join the one that never ends. 
 Because He lives, Because He lives. 
 Words and Music by Chris Tomlin, Daniel Carson, Ed Cash, Gloria Gaither, Jason Ingram, Matt Maher, William J. Gaither  
 © 2014 Capitol CMG Paragon; Rising Springs Music; S. D. G. Publishing; Twelve Lions Music; Worship Together Music; worshiptogether.com songs; Be Essential Songs; I Am A Pilgrim Songs; Open Hands Music; So Essential Tunes; 

Hanna Street Music. Used by Permission. CCLI License #21962537 

 
GLORIOUS DAY  Kristian Stanfill 
 I was buried beneath my shame.  Who could carry that kind of weight? 

It was my tomb, 'Til I met You. 
 I was breathing, but not alive.  All my failures I tried to hide. 

It was my tomb, 'Til I met You 
 
 You called my name, Then I ran out of that grave, 

Out of the darkness, Into Your glorious day. 
You called my name, And I ran out of that grave, 
Out of the darkness, Into Your glorious day. 

 
 Now Your mercy has saved my soul, Now Your freedom is all that I know 

The old made new; Jesus, when I met You, whoa, what a day 
 
 When you called my name, And I ran out of that grave, 

Out of the darkness, Into Your glorious day 
You called my name, Then I ran out of that grave 
Out of the darkness, Into Your glorious day 

 
 I needed rescue. My sin was heavy, 
 But chains break at the weight of Your glory. 

I needed shelter. I was an orphan. 
 Now You call me a citizen of Heaven. 
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 When I was broken You were my healing. 
 Now Your love is the air that I'm breathing. 

I have a future. My eyes are open. 
 'Cause when you called my name, 
 
 I ran out of that grave, 

Out of the darkness, Into Your glorious day. 
You called my name, And I ran out of that grave, 
Out of the darkness, Into Your glorious day. 

 Words and Music by Jason Ingram, Jonathan Smith, Kristian Stanfill, Sean Curran 
 © 2017 KPS 1.0; sixsteps Music; sixsteps Songs; Sounds Of Jericho; Worship Together Music; worshiptogether.com songs; Fellow Ships Music; Hickory Bill Doc; So Essential Tunes, Used by Permission. CCLI License #21962537  

 
POST-COMMUNION DISMISSAL 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.   
C Amen. 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray.  Grant, O Lord, that the lips which have sung your praise in the 

sanctuary may glorify You in the world, that the ears which have heard the voice of 
Your songs may be closed to the voice of clamor and dispute, that the eyes which 
have seen Your great love may also behold Your blessed hope, that the tongues 
which have confessed Your name may ever speak the truth, and that the bodies of 
all who have tasted of Your Son’s living body and blood may be restored to newness 
of life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
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+ DECOMMISSIONING OF THE CHURCH BUILDING + 
ADDRESS 
P Beloved in the Lord, this temporary church building with its furnishings and vessels 

has been used for divine services since June 2017, and as a Family Life Center 
since 1995. As we now close this facility as a place of worship, we remember with 
gratitude to God all the blessings He has given to us and to those who have gone 
before us. 

 

PSALM 
P We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your temple. 
 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised in the city of our God! His holy mountain, 

beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in the far north, the city 
of the great King. Within her citadels God has made himself known as a fortress. As 
we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our 
God, which God will establish forever. We have thought on your steadfast love, O 
God, in the midst of your temple. As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to 
the ends of the earth. Your right hand is filled with righteousness. This is God, our 
God forever and ever. He will guide us forever. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your temple. 
 
SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you. 
 
COLLECT 
P Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, the unfailing giver of good gifts, we give 

thanks to You for Your presence in this place. We implore You to dwell among us 
continually with Your Word and Sacraments so that by Your grace we poor sinners 
may be converted to You and saved eternally; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 (Members of the congregation come forward to receive the furnishings and sacramental vessels. As each item is 
received, the members step to the side, awaiting the final procession.)(The presiding minister says:)(At the font:) 

 

READING 
P For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
 (The bowl, paschal candle, and other baptismal appointments are removed.)(At the lectern:) 
 
READING 
P Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 (The Lectionary and paraments are removed.) (At the pulpit:) 
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READING 
P We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to 

those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. (The paraments are removed.)(At the altar:) 

 
READING 
P Let my prayer rise before you as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening 

sacrifice. (The missal stand is removed.) 
 
READING 
P Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.”     (The candlesticks are removed.) 
 
READING 
P As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. (The communion vessels, altar linens, and paraments are removed.) 
 
READING 
P Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which 

the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
 (The cross is removed.)  (The procession begins with the following:) 
 
OPENING 
P Let us go forth in peace, C in the name of the Lord. 
 

 (A hymn is sung as the cross leads the ministers in procession. Those carrying the furnishings and 
sacramental vessls follow, with the congregation following last of all.) 

 
467 AWAKE, MY HEART, WITH GLADNESS 
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5 The world against me rages, Its fury I disdain; 
Though bitter war it wages, Its work is all in vain. 

 My heart from care is free, No trouble troubles me. 
 Misfortune now is play, And night is bright as day. 
 
6 Now I will cling forever To Christ, my Savior true; 

My Lord will leave me never, Whate’er He passes through. 
He rends death’s iron chain; He breaks through sin and pain; 
He shatters hell’s grim thrall; I follow Him through all. 

 
7 He brings me to the portal That leads to bliss untold, 

Whereon this rhyme immortal Is found in script of gold: 
“Who there My cross has shared Finds here a crown prepared; 
Who there with Me has died Shall here be glorified.” 

 Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 (The congregation gathers outside the church doors. The presiding minister says:) 
 
DISPOSITION 
P This church building is closed as a place for divine services in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.   (The presiding minister locks the doors and says:) 

 
BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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688 “COME, FOLLOW ME,” THE SAVIOR SPAKE 

 

 

 

 
 Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695. Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
GUIDING STATEMENT 
C Peace Conway is a loving Christian family, faithfully serving all people by 

sharing the good news of Jesus and caring for people in need. 
 
CLOSING PEACE 
L Go in Peace as you serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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