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“Another Good Surprise” 
 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived, 

what God has prepared for those who love him.” 1 Cor. 2:9 
 
In our September newsletter, I wrote about what we’ve been seeing the Spirit of the Lord doing here  
at First Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Although not certain of what the future holds, I did write, “We 
are on a kingdom adventure, and we’re watching God do things his way and in his time.  We look for 
the good surprises that only He can bring.” 
 
Since then, God has proven true to form.  Good surprises have come our way!  We have come to 
know of a ministry called “Tentmakers”.  They provide training for young adults and then send them  
in to congregations in teams of 4.  Their “Year on Mission” (https://www.tentm.org/year-on-mission) is 
comprised of 40 days training (https://www.tentm.org/40-day) plus 10 months as a blessing within a 
congregation.  They excel in working with youth and young families.  Congregations provide living 
accommodations.  They work part-time within the community (25-30 hours/week) while also giving a 
similar amount of time as a missionary within the community.  That’s 100 hours/week infused into the 
life of a congregation. 
 
They have a “trainer coach” who will be with them through their 40-day training as well as work with 
them throughout their 10-month experience.  The ideal is for the pastor to serve in that capacity.   
As it stands, it seems to make sense to send Pastor John in that capacity (and save the cost of a 
trainer/coach). 
 
On Oct. 11-12, Dick Amundson of Tentmakers came to First Lutheran to share about Tentmakers.   
He visited with congregational members in a variety of settings as well as with the Council.  
On Oct. 16, the congregation voted to commit to Tentmakers.  The timeline has been adjusted from 
what was originally communicated.  The 40-day training will be Jan. 8—Feb. 16.  Our 4 tentmakers  
will be on-site Feb. 25, 2023 to Jan. 7, 2024. 
 
One thing to consider will be housing.  Typically, congregational members host the tentmakers in their 
homes.  If you have room for one or two and this is the kind of thing that may interest you, please give 
it some prayerful thought. 
 
If you would like to know more, please visit with a Council member or Pastor John.   
This promises to be a very exciting opportunity.  Let’s cover it in prayer! 
 
Peace, 

https://www.tentm.org/
https://www.tentm.org/40-day


Reformation Sunday, October 30 
 
Red is often understood as a color for martyrs of the Church.  Sun., Oct. 30, is Reformation 
Sunday, the day we remember with gratitude the contribution of the reformers of the Church.   
Many died in the faith.  Thus, in observance of Reformation Sunday, Oct. 30, congregational 
members are welcome to wear red! 

All Saints Sunday, November 6 
 
Sun., Nov. 6 is All Saints Sunday, a day when we remember all those who have gone before us in 
the faith.  As a part of the prayers of the church, we will be lifting up in prayer names of brothers 
and sisters who have passed since last All Saints Sunday.  If you can think of a baptized brother or 
sister in the faith you would like to be remembered in the prayers that day, please contact Robyn 
Sanders in the church office. 
 

Thank You for a Great Pastor Appreciation Day! 
 
Ellen and I thank you for your great kindness and generosity at Pastor’s Appreciation Day this past 
month.  In this case, appreciation is a two-way street.  Ellen and I appreciate the blessing of being a 
part of First Lutheran as well!  We’re already in our eleventh year together.  It’s a good thing to 
celebrate when a congregation and its pastor have a good working relationship.  Thanks be to God! 

Floresville Community Thanksgiving Service 
 

6 PM, Sunday, November 20 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

1009 Trail Street, Floresville, TX 78114 

Sabbatical Update 
 
Last spring, the congregation voted to submit an application for grant for Pastor John to be on  
a sabbatical.  Sadly, we received word that the grant was not approved.  It is a disappointment.  
Nonetheless, we trust that God still is at work.  The grant can be resubmitted for 2024.   
Continue to pray for God’s will to be done! 
 

Daylight Savings Time ends Nov. 6 
 

Make sure you set your clocks back by one hour prior to worship that day! 

Welcome Jace Gunnar Johnson  

Congratulations to Van & Jenny 
Johnson & big sister Carrie on 
the wonderful addition to their 
family with the birth of Jace 
Gunnar on October 13th. Jace 
weighed 7.2oz and is 20.5 
inches long.  Mom and baby are 
home doing well. 

Thank You Note From Joyce 
Yosko & Noelle Sanchez 

We would like to THANK everyone for all 
their donations for the FLC’s Hospitality 
center. We had a lot of wonderful donations 
and a lot of very THANKFUL visitors before 
the Peanut Festival parade. Thank You from 
Joyce Yosko and Noelle Sanchez 

 



How much do you know about Stewardship?  What do you know about yourself and 

Stewardship?  The following is a quiz for you to answer.  The answers are all true or false 

and are found on the last page of this newsletter.  Do not look before you answer!! 

1. Jesus is more interested in my heart than my time, talents, finances and possessions.   

2. I will be more likely to go to heaven because of my generosity. 

3. Everything I have is mine. 

4. God wants me to give because I “should” or “ought to” or “have to” or “out of obligation”. 

5. Stewardship is everything I do after I say, “I believe”. 

6. Money/wealth can become a false god. 

7. God calls us to give 10% to Him, leaving 90% for ourselves. 

8. I will be accountable to God for how I manage what I have been given. 

9. It is never a problem to substitute giving time instead of financial resources.  

10. The word tithe means 10%. 

 

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do.”         Ephesians 2: 10 

 

SPECIAL INVITATION REMINDER: 

November 20 is Commitment Sunday to return Opportunity to Serve packets.  Build Your Own 

Breakfast Taco Bar fellowship will be held between the services at 9:30 in the annex. 

Opportunities To Serve 

Why Estimate Giving ? 

The estimates of giving are important in the church of today to develop a plan for proportionate 

giving to and through the church……… 

Because in estimating my giving I make an effort to show just how much God is the God of my life, 

and in growing my commitment each year I give external evidence of my internal priorities. I put 

God first.  I trust in God to provide. 

Because I know that the discipline of making an estimate and sticking to it is in direct response to 

a loving God who gave His life for me on the cross.  

Because my estimate is free and open. My congregation believes that it expresses my hopes and 

cares for the ministry that proclaims Christ’s love for the world. 

Because it enables me to be truly intentional about my own personal stewardship.  I can 

prayerfully consider what God is calling me to give to the ministry of Christ’s church and make a 

conscientious decision about my response. 

Because the programs for ministry that my congregation and my church at large provide for me 

and my family are important in our life, and anything so important takes planning and commitment.  

Because growing in my giving enables me to experience even more spiritual growth and joy in 

giving.  



Sausage Dinner Update 
 
Greetings First Lutheran!!  Our 34

th
 annual sausage dinner has come and gone and I would like 

to take a moment to thank everyone again for not only your donations of pies, time, talent, and 
money, but your prayers as well.  With Covid still in the area and requests to open our dine-in 
again, things were a little challenging to overcome.  But as always… we made it happen.  As we 
were a little shorthanded for workers, between sausage cooks, two serving lines, kitchen duty 
(green beans), outside workers, prize drawing, country store, drinks, and ticket sales, we were 
spread throughout the entire block.  A huge thank you for all that volunteered your time to work 
pulling double if not triple shifts, especially Clay, Kristen, and Claire.  Also, a huge thank you to 
our youth!  Between working the drive-thru line dispersing plates and pies, inside serving lines, as 
well as helping with the drink area in the Annex the entire duration of our dinner!  People driving 
through made comments on how much they enjoy seeing our youth so involved!  Great job 
kiddos and parents!  Thank you for all the pie cutters/servers, you all are always the best! 
 
As mentioned in the prior Sausage News, we served a total of 973 with 888 regular meal plates 
and 85 DOJOY.  The prize drawing brought in $2,015!  Awesome job by Diane Boening and 
family for ALL their hard work!  Thank you also to everyone that donated items, it is most 
appreciated!  Next up is the country store that brought in $752!  Another awesome job by Melinda 
Cokely and everyone that brought items; your donations are appreciated as well!  With all that 
said, the total profit of this year’s dinner is $12,377.77.  Way to go folks!!!! 
 
I would also like to thank the Pruski and Boening family for once again donating the sausage for 
this year’s dinner.  Your generosity is most appreciated.  A huge thank you to Jason Pfeil for 
always going above &  beyond to help in any way.  A special thank you for the Friday evening 
cooks, Orth, Lange, Pfeil, Noll, Kraus, and Matthews families! 
 
All the glory goes to God and I have appreciated the opportunity to coordinate the dinner for the 
last two years and have decided to pass the baton to another individual(s).   

Please prayerfully consider overseeing this important ministry for our church family and friends.   

Thank you and God Bless, Polly Archer 

A Super Big THANK YOU to Polly Archer for all her efforts and a job well done!!!!!!! 



The Sonshine Ark Focus 
 
This time of year is a beautiful time to reflect on all the blessings of God. 
We also can look forward to all the things he has for us. We look forward to 
this month's theme. “I can be healthy.” 
 
We will be talking about the Chef as our community helper. Our concept/
value will be Table Manners. This year we will have our Annual Parent and 
Grandparent Thanksgiving Luncheon on November 18,2022. We hope you 
can join us. We thank our staff for all their hard work to prepare for this 
Thanksgiving meal. We will be sending information on this luncheon soon. 
We look forward to spending time with our SSA family, as well as our families.  
 
The Sonshine Ark will be closed Thanksgiving Day and the Friday afterwards.  
 
The staff here at SSA wish you all A Blessed and HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 
 
                                Yours, 
                                Melissa Recio, Director. 

Sunday School youth sang their 
appreciation for Pastor John on Sunday, 
10/23 during the late service.  They 
marched up the aisle to “When the Saints 
Go Marching In” to sing praise and thank 
Pastor for his guidance and service.  The 
kids appreciate the example he provides  

                           all year long as both teacher and friend.   

To show our appreciation, Sunday School has designated the offerings 
collected in October, during the Sunday School openings, as a donation in 
Pastor John’s name to one of the ministries he 
supports. 

Plans are under way for the Christmas Program on 
Sunday, 12/18 during the late service.  Please let 
your child’s Sunday School teacher know if they will 
be participating.  Classes will begin practicing their 

parts by mid-November.  If you are interested in helping, please let a 
teacher or Sunday School officer know.  Thank you for your support! 

October 4, 2022 



Prayer Requests For Our 

Members 

Kenneth Boening- Prayers for comfort & 
healing from liver cancer. 

Paul Traeger- Prayers for comfort & healing.  

Kim Pruski- Prayers for comfort & complete 
healing from cancer.  

Paul Caisse- Prayers for comfort & complete 
healing from a broken leg.  

Stolt Adelman- Prayers for comfort & complete 
healing (Son of Tom & Rebecca Hopp 
Adelman).  

Collins Ortmann- Prayers for comfort & healing 
(Daughter of Tyler & Courtny Ortmann).  

Bonnie Caisse- Prayers for comfort & healing 
from breast cancer.  

Natalie Adams- Prayers for healing, having 
some health concerns.  

FLC Lawn Crew for November 

November 6 (T-1) John Moring, Doug Bielefeld, 

Bonnie Caisse, Danny Johns, Ray McHorse  

November 13 (T-2) Charles Ogburn, Louis 

Casanova, Charles Koenig, Mike Carter, Patrick 

Porter, Charlie Glowka, David Conn, Tyler Conn 

November 20 (T-3) Danny Curtis, Gunnar Berg, 

Frankie Dipple, Ryan Schroeder, Kari Schroeder   

November 27 (T-4) Curtis Holcombe, Leon 

Johnson, Brad Pfeil, David Pfeil, Justin   

  

 

 

Ruth Circle Bible Study 

The Ruth Circle Bible Study will meet on the 1st 
Thursday, November 3rd at 2:00 pm in the 
church annex.  We will be studying from the 
book  “By the Will of God”,  Session 5.   

All women of the church are welcome! 

Hostess:  Janis Schroeder 
Study leader: Evelyn Frank 

Contact Jeanette Jung at  
1-830-569-4348 for any 
questions.  

Reminder 
If you have current or recent 

editions of  Christ in Our Home or 

Portals of Prayer, we can use 

them. There is a box under the table 

by the office.  

These are recycled to the nursing 

homes for their residents to use.   

Thank you!    

 Laveda Thompson 

Answers for Stewardship questions 

1. True -- It all starts with my heart.  Jesus has my heart.  
2. False -- My giving has nothing to do with my salvation.   Ephesians 2: 8,9 
3. False -- I am not the owner. I am not the manager. I cannot take it with me. It has been given to me for a period  
    of time. Psalm 24:1 
4. False – Attitude reflects what is going on inside a person.  2 Corinthians 9:7 
5. True – To believe is to trust God with everything.  
6. True – If you do not think that is true what do you think of person’s responses when the topic is raised? 
7.  False – Jesus gave 100%; think about the cross.  10% is a good rule of thumb.  The other 90% belongs to Him  
     also. He hopes that we use it wisely.   
8.  True – It is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.  1 Corinthians 4:2 
9.  False—Jesus wants our hearts.  When he has our hearts we give any way we can without holding back.  
10.True – See Deuteronomy  14:28 


