
Tending the Holy Within 

“Do not neglect the gift that is in you.” 1 Timothy 4:14 

 
I’m not much of a gardener but I do know some basics.  If plants don’t get the nutrients they need, 
they wither away. 
 
A vibrant growing faith life requires “nutrients”.  If we’re not in the word growing in our faith, our faith 
will be stunted.  If we’re not receiving holy communion, we’re starving ourselves of spiritual 
sustenance.  If we’re not connecting with God’s people, we’re likely to fade away. 
 
This last wave of the pandemic has been uniquely problematic.  The Delta variant has brought its 
own set of problems.  Once again, there are challenges with gathering as God’s people, hearing the 
word and receiving the eucharist.  The more time passes, the farther we drift apart.   The more 
disconnected we are from our faith, the more at risk we are.  Being an active part of the Christian 
faith today requires some real motivation and commitment. 
 
Thus, whatever your situation, I hope you do whatever you can to keep feeding your faith.  If your 
health does not permit you being present on Sunday mornings, make sure you’re following the 
livestream.  If you’re uncomfortable with gathering in a larger group, consider inviting a few others to 
join you at your home for a “watch party” of the worship service.  You can even set the time for what 
works best for you.  Take time each day to read scripture and pray.  Use a devotional like our “Daily 
Words” or something else.  Make a point of staying connected with brothers and sisters in the faith.  
Call, text, or visit in person. 
 
We’ve gotten through other things before.  We’ll get through this one too.   
 
Peace, 
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Disastrous Flood at Our Seminary in Ethiopia 
 

On Aug. 17, 2021, Mekane Yesus Seminary, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, was hit with an unprecedented major flash flood.  
21 families were displaced.  16 family flats were lost.  96 
dorm rooms were destroyed.  Various other buildings were 
damaged or destroyed.  8 people lost their lives, including a 
twin, a 12-year-old and a 2-year-old. 
 
In the words of Rev. Dr. Samuel Deressa, “As we uphold 
this prestigious and historic institution in our prayers, we 
urgently appeal to all of our brothers and sisters in Christ 
around the world to stand with the Mekane Yesus Seminary 
and support through your generous giving. These gifts will 
go directly to assist faculty and staff who lost their families 
and to help in the renovation and rebuilding of the campus. 
Without our help this rapidly growing church is not going to 
have a place to train its future Pastors and Evangelists 
starting this September. Therefore, we humbly and kindly urge you to kindly and generously 
contribute to the rebuilding of this deeply wounded and grieving community. Also, to rebuild the 
Seminary to continue advancing the work of Jesus Christ in Ethiopia. Your contribution is tax 
deductible.” 

 
Rev. Dr. Bruk Ayele, president of the seminary, wrote the 
following in an email to Pastor John: “Our comfort comes 
from the Lord and His Word. Thank you so much for the 
prayers and walking with us. That you are standing by me 
means a lot to me.  We trust the Lord will make this 
devastating situation for a better good and with the hope we 
have in Christ, we move forward.” 
 
The preliminary estimates of damage exceed $2.5 million.  
100% will go to the seminary.  You'll also receive 
acknowledgement for tax purposes at the end of the year. 
 
 

Donations can be made by sending a check to … 
 

"First Lutheran Church" 
Attn: Ethiopia Flood Relief 
1406 6th St. 
Floresville, TX  78114 
 

First Lutheran has had a significant history of working on behalf of the Lutheran seminary in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia.  We have now supported over 400 students with scholarships.  We have helped 
with capital improvements.  We’re engaged in a major long-term sustainability project. 
 
Pray for our brothers and sisters at Mekane Yesus Seminary.  We're doing what we can to get 
them the much needed assistance. 

Faculty Housing 

Recovering bodies 

Funeral for 6 of the Victims 





EXTRA!   EXTRA!    

SAUSAGE DINNER NEWS  

TODAY’S THE DAY TO VOLUNTEER 

The 33
rd

 Annual Sausage Dinner is coming in just a few weeks.  Everyone is encouraged to be a 
part of our major fundraising event.  Volunteer lists are in the Annex, please review the list for an 
area that interests you and sign up. 
 
PIES & COBBLERS 
Pies and Cobblers are needed for the dinner.  Please bring pies to the church on Saturday 
morning by 9 am (Sept. 18th).  Donations of $10 are also welcome as we typically have to 
purchase additional pies. The sign-up sheet is located in the Annex. 
 
POTATOES 
We are trying this again!  A few families are going to cook all of the potatoes needed for the 
dinner.  Donations of $5 - $10 are welcome to help cover the costs.  Donations can be made thru 
the offering plate on Sundays, just mark the envelope accordingly. 
 
OTHER DONATIONS 
If you wish to donate money toward food, supplies or clean-up costs of the sausage dinner, please 
mark your check accordingly and put it in the offering plate or bring it by the church office.  This 
will be counted toward your yearly contributions. Everyone, please prayerfully consider how you 
can help.   
 
SAUSAGE DINNER TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE 
Sausage Dinner and DOJOY tickets are $10.00. The DOJOY tickets are distributed to our 
homebound members, local food pantries, families through social services at local schools as well 
as first responders working on the day of the dinner. We ask you to prayerfully consider how many 
tickets you are willing to sponsor in our efforts to feed the needy and deserving. DOJOY tickets 
can be purchased in the Annex between church services and after late service. 
 
SHUT-IN DELIVERY & DELIVERER 
Please turn in names/addresses into the Church office of someone you know so we can deliver 
their plates.  Also, need volunteers to deliver plates. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 Food servers for the dinner on Sunday, 9/19 
 Helpers to clean up and take down tables after the dinner on Sunday, 9/19. 
 
 

***Cindy Duppstadt will be available to watch the children of volunteers while they work.*** 

 

Thank  You!!! 

September 19th, 2021 Servers: 10am-2pm 



                    Everyone Join Us! 

Tacos & Devotions will begin the Week of September 6. 
High School & Middle School kids, parents, and anyone else who 
wants to start their day with great fellowship and talking about 
Jesus, come join us any day! 

 Tuesdays        Circle G Restaurant - Poth 
 Wednesdays   Las Palmas Restaurant - Falls City  
 Thursdays       Rey del Taco Restaurant - Floresville 
 Fridays            Sylvia’s Restaurant - Stockdale 

  Installation of Teachers & Officers 

 “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.” Matthew 19:14 

The installation of the 2021-22 Sunday School 
teachers and officers will be September 12 at the late 
service. Please join us to bless these people in 
bringing our children up in the faith!                

Sunday School Teachers Needed 

We are looking for volunteers to engage with our youth and help them grow and learn in their faith.  
 A teacher is needed for our 5th and 6th grade class. 

We would also like to offer co-teaching opportunities for our Sunday School classes if two teachers 
want to share and rotate the teaching schedule.  Perhaps, you may be interested in a substitute 
teacher role. For more information or to look at a teacher’s guide and the curriculum that walks you 
through the message and talking points with the children, please contact: 

Stacy Korzekwa (210-213-5516) 
Nina Koenig (361-816-6721) 
Jon Sunday (210-216-4087) 

The Sonshine Ark Focus  
Summer is over, and we have started our new 
classes. We welcome all our new families and 
thank all our families that continue with us at 
SSA. Our theme for September is “Look at Me! 
Making Friends.”. Our community helper is the 
Teacher, and our concept/value is “Friendship.” 
We would like continued prayer for Ms. Sandra 
who is recovering from knee surgery, and Ms. 
Vickie who is recovering from chemo treatments. 
Once again, we want to thank each of you for all 
your thoughts, prayers, gifts, and words of 
encouragement as they are greatly appreciated. 
We greatly feel the love and support you have for 

the Sonshine Ark and the things you do to help 
us be the success we are.  

Yours in Christ,  
Vickie Rodgers, Director 



Prayer requests for our member 

and regular worshipers   

Laurie Curtis- Prayers for comfort & complete 
healing from Covid.  

Carol Rutledge- Prayers for comfort & complete 
healing from Covid. 

Voncille Bielefeld- Prayers for comfort & complete 
healing.  

Charlie & Ginny Glowka- Prayers for comfort & 
healing.  

Missy Moring- Prayers for comfort & healing, 
Autoimmune disorder. 

Karen Johns-Prayers for comfort & healing from 
severe migraines and other health issues.   

Dorothy Pantuso- Prayers for comfort & healing.  

Janie Casanova- Prayers for comfort & peace, 
battling stage 4 metastatic breast cancer.  

Jim Helmke- Prayers for comfort & complete 
healing.  

Donna Kurtz – Prayers for comfort from 
Myasthenia Gravis (autoimmune neuromuscular 
disease). 

FLC Lawn Crew for September 

September 4 (T-5) Charlie Glowka, Mike 

Carter   Fred Zeithammel, Jeff Zoblosky,   

September 11 (T-1) John Moring, Doug 

Bielefeld, Bonnie Caisse, Danny Johns, Ray 

McHorse  

September 18 (T-2) Charles Ogburn, Milton 

Blackburn, Louis Casanova, Charles Koenig, 

Patrick Porter  

September 25 (T-3) Danny Curtis, Kyle 

Krueger, David Pfeil, Ryan Schroeder, Kari 

Schroeder  

Reminder 
If you have current or recent 

editions of  Christ in Our Home 

or Portals of Prayer, we can use 

them. There is a box under the 

table by the office.  

These are recycled to the nursing 

homes for their residents to use.   

Thank you!    Laveda Thompson 

Our next Men's Bible Study will be Saturday, 
September 4

th
 & 25

th
, from 8-9 AM in church 

annex. 

Monday Night Women’s 
Bible Study 

Monday night women’s bible study will resume 
Monday, September 20th 6pm at Lord’s 

Acres. If you’d like to join the study, please 
contact Jenny Johnson at 979-324-0239 or  

jenny98aggie@hotmail.com  

Our next study is The Proverbs 31 Woman 
and the Stories of Faithful Women in 
Scripture.  

tel:979-324-0239
mailto:jenny98aggie@hotmail.com

