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Another year, another opportunity  
 

“Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal for the prize  

of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:13b-14 

 
I have heard it said that 25% of us Americans either blow or discard our new year’s resolutions by the end of                
the first day.  For that reason, I had a number of years when my resolution was to “make no resolution”.   
(At least that way I wouldn’t be disappointed!) 

This last year was an exception.  I resolved to increase my 30 minute daily walk/exercise from 5 days per 
week to 6 days per week.  Now that it’s nearing the end of the year, I’m rather amazed that I managed to 
keep it, with the exception of days I was on vacation and a few days of really bad weather.  After the first 
month, I was terrified of “blowing it”.  Good new habits come with rewards. 

According to a 2009 study published in the European Journal of Social Psychology, it takes 18 to 254 days 
for a person to form a new habit.  The study also concluded that, on average, it takes 66 days for a new 
behavior to become automatic.  With the disruptions of the past couple years, it has been easy to get out of 
habits.  Some of us are probably due for getting back on track. 

Here are 5 habits I suggest you give some serious thought to as you look to 2022: 

1. Am I regularly praying to God, turning from my ways to his ways?  Am I looking to him to show me the 
special plans He has for my life? 

2. Am I listening to his Word and his people?  Am I open to hearing what God might say to me?  Am I 
hearing his Word as a part of his community on Sunday mornings? 

3. Am I hanging out with God’s people or attempting to “do” Christianity all on my own?  There are 
tremendous rewards that come with gathering with brothers and sisters in the faith, especially over food. 

4. Am I sharing with others what God has done for me?  Or, am I embarrassed to speak about Jesus? 

5. Am I giving of myself, serving others?  In what ways? 

A step forward with any of these would be a good thing and prove to be rewarding.  Sure, we may feel guilt 
for past unmet resolutions, but we do have a loving God.  We receive his forgiveness and leave the past 
behind.  What matters most is what lies ahead. 

May your 2022 be filled with the blessings that come with living in the Way of Jesus! 



Baptism of Our Lord Sunday — Jan. 9 
 

The first Sunday after the Epiphany, January 9, is “Baptism of Our Lord Sunday”.  Jesus becomes 
known as “my Son, the beloved” in his baptism.  Throughout the whole season of Epiphany, we 
remember the importance of making Christ known. 

 
This year’s Baptism of Our Lord Sunday will be special.  First, as Jesus chose to be identified with 
us in baptism, all the worshipers will have an opportunity to publicly say “Yes!” to their baptism in 
Christ Jesus.  There is nothing more important you will ever say than “Yes!” to Jesus. 

 
 

Recognition of New Members — Sun., Jan. 30 
 

Every year, we set aside a Sunday to recognize and celebrate those who have become members of 
First Lutheran within the past year.  This year is Sun., Jan. 30.  There will be a special reception 
between the services. 

 
 

Class on Revelation — Starting March 6 
 

We will be having a special class on the book of Revelation between the 
services, starting March 6.  The class will be taught by Rev. Mark Braaten, 
author of Come, Lord Jesus: A Study of Revelation.  Pastor Braaten is a retired 
NALC pastor and lives in Tyler, Texas.  He will be teaching the class live via 
Zoom from Tyler (big screen in worship space).  Each session will involve a 
presentation followed by questions and answers and discussion.  As the class 
involves ordering materials, we will be asking for people to register for the class.  
Registration will open toward the end of January. 

The Ruth Circle Bible Study  
  
The Ruth Bible Study Circle will meet 

on Thursday, January 6th at 1:00pm in 

the church annex. We will be studying 

from the Retirement Study Book: The 

Good, The Bad and the Blessings, 

Session 6: Grieving the Loss.  

Hostess: Anna Willis 
Bible Leader: Eileen Schuette  

The Ruth Circle meets the 1st Thursday 

of each month at 1:00pm in the Church 

annex. All are welcome. 

For more information Please contact 

Circle Leader Jeanette Jung, (830-569-

4348).  

Time to take it down and pack it all 

up! Saturday January 8
th 

at
 
9:00am, 

we will be taking down the Christmas 

tree.  

As always we will be needing help, 

especially with the ladder. 



Update on Congregational Finances 
 
As you all know, we have been living in an unusual year.  God has been good to us, getting us safe-
ly through to this day.  Our worship attendance has been growing closer to pre-Covid numbers.  In 
the last two months, our income has surpassed expenses. 
 
We are grateful that our capital campaign contributions remain very strong, ahead of schedule. 
 
In 2020, we received $24,926 in Payroll Protection Plan funds.  We only needed $4,390 of it, leav-
ing $20,536 as income over expense in 2020.  As you see by our financial statement, we are now 
$21,388 in expenses over income.  We are no longer in a position to rely upon the Payroll Protec-
tion Plan funds to make ends meet.  On a positive note, if 2021 is like other years, there will be a 
significant bump in income at the end of the year.  Not including the Payroll Protection Funds, we 
have still been able to meet 93.5% of our expenses in 2021. 
 
The Council’s overall strategy has been to … 
• make use of the Payroll Protection Plan funds as intended 
• do the best we can to be good stewards, minimizing unnecessary spending 
• watch the finances carefully 
• If giving does not sufficiently increase in the first couple months of 2022, we will be looking at 

making significant changes. 
 
We are not in a crisis, but we do know that if giving doesn’t return to pre-pandemic levels within the 
next couple months, we will be making some difficult decisions, most likely bringing our spending in 
line with our budget of a few years ago. 
 
Thank you for your generosity, particularly at this time.  God will continue to be at work through First 
Lutheran, even if we have to adjust our budget for a period of time.  
 
- Pat Caisse, Congregational President 

Quilting Buddies Donate Quilt 

The Quilting Buddies of First Lutheran Church Donated this King Size Quilt to help the  
First United Methodist Church in Refugio, Texas after the Hurricane. 



The Women of FLC decorating the new tree!!! 

First Lutheran Church Goes Caroling 

Families and friends of our congregation enjoyed an evening on a good old fashioned hayride while 
singing and enjoying hot chocolate!  The weather was perfect for many of us to have fun, fellowship, 
and good food after Christmas caroling at area nursing facilities.  

Many thanks to everyone who donated their time and cooking skills to make this possible! 



The Sonshine Ark Focus  

We have finished another year and are excited to start a new one. In December 
we had fun at our annual Christmas parties with a visit from Santa Claus. We also 
loved seeing the Butterfly class do the Las Posadas which reminds us of what 
this season is truly about. Ms. Vickie is starting to come to the center for a short 
time a few days a week. Hopefully it won’t be long until she is able to be in the 
center full time. Our Curriculum Theme for the month of December was “Hooray 
for the Holidays”. Our community helper was the mail carrier, and our concept/
core value was “Caring”. We talked about giving gifts, making cards, shopping 
and family traditions. We hope each of you have a great new year. We do want to thank each of 
you for all your thoughts, prayers, gifts, and words of encouragement as we greatly appreciate 
them. We do feel the love and support you have for the Sonshine Ark and the things you do to help 
us be the success we are.  

Yours in Christ, Vickie Rodgers, Director 

Sonshine Ark Presents Las Posadas 



Sunday School Christmas Program  

The Christmas Pageant was held during the 10:30 worship service on  
December 19th.  Each Sunday School class performed scenes of the  
Christmas story; from interviews with the animals in the stable and the 
townspeople, to perspectives from the shepherds and wise men and  
leading to the nativity in the manger. We appreciate the dedication and 
time over the past several weeks for the kids to practice their parts in the 
classes. 

It all came together for a wonderful program that was 
enjoyed by all.  A big thank you to Frances Ehrlich and the high school class 
for organizing speaking parts, costumes and directing the program.  After the 
Christmas Pageant, the classes gathered for a "Happy Birthday Jesus"  
celebration and enjoyed cupcakes and juice.   

Thank you to everyone that donated to the Christmas celebration. 



Prayer requests for our 

Members 

Mary Ann Reed- Prayers for comfort & healing.  

Collins Ortmann- Prayers for comfort & healing 
(Daughter of Tyler & Courtny Ortmann).  

Leslie Cross- Prayers for comfort & healing.  

Voncille Bielefeld- Prayers for comfort & 
complete healing.  

Missy Moring- Prayers for comfort & healing, 
Autoimmune disorder. 

Karen Johns-Prayers for comfort & healing from 
severe migraines and other health issues.   

Dorothy Pantuso- Prayers for comfort & healing.  

Dorothy Mutz- Prayers for comfort & healing.  

Jim Helmke- Prayers for comfort & complete 
healing.  

Donna Kurtz – Prayers for comfort from 
Myasthenia Gravis (autoimmune neuromuscular 
disease). 

Reminder 
If you have current or recent 

editions of  Christ in Our Home 

or Portals of Prayer, we can 

use them. There is a box under 

the table by the office.  

These are recycled to the nursing 

homes for their residents to use.   

Thank you!    

 Laveda Thompson 

FLC Lawn Crew for January 

January 1( T-2) Charles Ogburn, Louis 
Casanova, Charles Koenig, Patrick Porter 

January 8 (T-3) Danny Curtis, Frankie 
Dipple, Ryan Schroeder, Kari Schroeder, 
Gunnar Berg 

January 15 (T-4) Curtis Holcombe, Brad 
Pfeil, Justin Pfeil, Leon Johnson, David Pfeil 

January 22(T-5) Charlie Glowka, Fred 
Zeithammel, Jeff Zoblosky, Mike Carter 

January 29 (T-1) John Moring, Doug 
Bielefeld, Bonnie Caisse, Danny Johns, Ray 
McHorse 

  

  
  
 

Annual Ministry Reports  
It is that time of year again – annual reports!  
Please turn your reports in to the church 
office for all ministries and missions of First 
Lutheran Church by Friday, January 7, 
2021.    

We will begin compiling our annual report for 
distribution and review prior to the annual 
meeting.   

Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

Sunday, January 23 
9:30 AM—Between the 

services  

Usher Meeting 

To all ushers and anyone interested in becoming 
an Usher, there will be an Usher meeting on 
Sunday, January 16

th
 between services starting at 

9:30 in the sanctuary. We will be going over a new 
Usher Handout on ushering. For more information 
on this you can contact Tom Ortmann at  
830- 534- 2487.  

Please make every effort to attend. 


