
By now I assume most 

people at First Lutheran are 

aware that we are at a 

significant crossroad in the 

life of our congregation.  

Numbers continue to grow 

and we’re becoming 

increasingly tight.  Our Long 

Range Planning Team and 

Council are asking our 

congregation to give serious consideration to 

relocation.  …  This is no small thing. 

The first thing I’d like to name is that we have a 

good problem.  Sure it’s daunting.  Still, there 

are numerous churches who would gladly trade 

places with us.  We pray for the expansion of 

God’s kingdom and it’s actually happening right 

here within our midst.  God is doing more and 

more good stuff.  For that, I give thanks. 

Secondly, when it comes to big decisions, I pray 

to do the right thing, not just what I would want.  

I, quite frankly, may get cold feet when it comes 

to some things God’s calling me to do. Yet, if I 

do not follow in his ways, I will only live to regret 

it. 

Thirdly, as pastor of our congregation, how 

confident am I about the direction in which 

we’re heading?  So far I believe our leadership 

is doing an extraordinary job.  They’ve been 

open and honest and transparent, 

communicating details as best they can.  I also 

believe God’s Spirit is at work through his 

people.  On more than one occasion, when I’ve 

been uncertain about something, I have turned 

to my brothers and sisters in the faith.  I go with 

what God is saying through his people, as long 

as they are giving the matter prayerful 

consideration.  In short, my gut sense of God’s 

guidance may be one thing.  But if that sense is 

verified by God’s people in prayer, my 

confidence goes up exponentially.  As it looks 

right now, God’s people will make the decision 

at the special congregational meeting in 

September. 

In the meantime, I do hope that you will 

provide your valuable input as we engage in 

our feasibility study.  Give your feedback 

through the questionnaire that arrived in 

your mail.  Make time to both listen and 

speak.  Take advantage of the opportunity to 

connect with Paul Austin.  Your thoughts 

matter. 

To some, this venture may be overwhelming.  

Still, I do believe that “Where God guides, God 

provides.”  I know that sounds a bit hokey but 

it’s consistently proven to be true for me in the 

past.  I have no reason to doubt it.  If anything, I 

just have reason to anticipate with excitement 

how God will do what I see as hard to 

accomplish on my own. 

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 

accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 

to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations, forever and ever.  Amen.”  Ephesians 3:20-21 

Thank you for your 

ongoing prayers.  

We’re in this together! 

A Time for Prayerful Discernment 
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“We the believers of First Lutheran Church, with the help of the Holy Spirit, will love, serve, and grow in our  
personal relationships with Jesus Christ as we joyfully invite and welcome all to worship and become disciples of the Lord.”             
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Sonsh ine  Ark  Focus  
We are now at the half-way point of summer. As 

has been said before, it is so hard to believe how 

fast time is speeding by, especially since we are 

having so much fun.  

The big event of June will be VBS. The children 

are looking forward to participating in 

“Shipwrecked, Rescued by Jesus,” next week. 

We’ll be singing the VBS songs forever!!!!  

In July, we have several events planned. On July 

3
rd

, we will have a “Pre-4
th
 of July Celebration” 

and the center is then closed on July 4
th
 for 

Independence Day.  

Several field trips are planned, including some 

movie days and pool days. Our theme for the 

month is “Hooray for the 

USA.” Our community 

helper is the soldier, and 

our core value is “Loving 

Our Country.”  

We want to thank each of 

you for your prayers, 

encouragement, and support. These help the 

Sonshine Ark to be the success it is and we are 

able to provide a caring, loving, safe 

environment for the children of our community.  

Yours in Christ,  

Vickie Rodgers 
Director  

Youth and Family 

Friday, June 29: Mini Lock-in 

TACOS . . . Everybody loves TACOS for dinner! 

Join us for a “Mini Lock-in” on Friday, June 29, from 

6:30 pm to midnight. We’ll celebrate an awesome 

week of VBS, enjoy games (including GAGA Ball), 

food (TACOS!) and fellowship.  

Please RSVP to Cindy Duppstadt at 210-415-6613.  

2018  
Summer Sunday School  

(June 3, 2018 - August 26, 2018) 

 

Summer fun is here again!  Come see what 

summer Sunday School is all about! We 

combine all youth classes into one class for 

a fun- filled hour of 

Lutheran Youth 

Fellowship! 
 

The class runs during the 

regular 9:15 am Sunday 

School time. The kids will 

have a great time 

learning about God while 

having a lot of fun in the 

process. 

Sunday School 

Rally Day 
 

Sunday, August 26,  

9:15 – 10:15 AM 
 

Update on the Search for 

Youth & Family Minister 
 

The position has been posted for a couple months.  

The Interview Team has identified two people for 

an on-site interview around the week of V.B.S.  

Your prayers are still requested.   
 

Feel free to visit with any of the Interview Team 

members if you have any questions: Loretta Carter, 

Bridget Helmke, Doug Noll, Zoe Rutledge, Jon 

Sunday, Laurie Curtis and Pastor John. 



Soon and very soon we will be making waves 

and coming ashore on our unchartered island at 

Shipwrecked VBS.  We have an awesome week 

planned using many resources that will anchor 

long lasting faith in the eternal truths that Jesus 

rescues us through all of life’s storms; when we 

are lonely, when we worry, when we struggle, 

when we are powerless and when we do wrong.   

We will discover a true friendship with Jesus!!!  In 

addition to the activities and events, our children 

will all receive t-shirts with the logo rescued by 

Jesus.   

VBS begins at 8:45 this year with our daily staff 

meeting/devotion/breakfast beginning at 7:45.  All 

staff members should be there prior to 7:45 to 

begin on time.  For our offering each day, we are 

planting a garden of crops common to Haiti; 

plantain, maize, cassava, potatoes and peanuts 

with our seed packet offering envelopes. This 

years offering garden is dedicated to the memory 

of Ed Jandt. In past years Ed built our water well, 

church & other items used for collecting our 

offering. He was a significant part of VBS set 

decorations for the last 9 years. We will all miss 

Ed as a part of VBS this year. 

We appreciate your offerings designated to VBS 

to support our adventure, your donations of 

snacks and craft items.  Most importantly we 

appreciate your prayers to allow Jesus’ loving 

care for each person, kids and staff to come to 

life like never before… touching lives, changing 

hearts and drawing kids and adults closer to 

Jesus as we understand we need His rescue.  

Stay tuned to the August newsletter 
for a VBS report in its entirety. 

You Are Invited! 

Shipwrecked- 

Rescued by Jesus 

Sail Away Sendoff 

Friday, June 29, 2018 

11:15 AM 
Come join the excitement, celebrate that Jesus 

cares about us personally and witness firsthand 

our week long adventure of Jesus rescuing us 

through all of life’s toughest circumstances! 

A hot dog lunch with fellowship 
to follow at 12:00 Noon. 

 

. 

Vacation Bible School 
The Best Summer Ever! 

VBS OFFERING 
Let’s Get Growing 

When we are hungry we probably open our 

refrigerator or pantry.  Most of us don’t think 

twice about where our next meal comes from.  

That is not the case in Haiti.  We want to 

change that! 

We are partnering with World Vision to provide 

Haitian families with drought tolerant seeds, 

enough to grow food for the entire family.  We 

are excited to see God’s love grow as we help 

struggling families in Haiti. 

Should you desire to support our efforts there is 

a letter explaining in detail along with an 

offering seed packet envelope in the narthex.  

You can place the envelope in the offering 

plate. 

Any donation makes a difference, whether it is 

your pocket change or a check made out to 

FLC.   If you want your offering to apply to your 

annual offerings write your name on the 

envelope.  We thank you for your support of our 

efforts. 



Floresville Food Pantry  

Volunteer Schedule 
 

Member churches are asked to 

provide volunteers on Tuesday 

and Thursday of the week assigned from 10:00

-2:00. However, everyone is welcome anytime. 

Training will be provided. 

July 3 and 5  First Lutheran 

July 10 and 12 First Baptist 

July 17 and 19 Floresville Group 

July 25, 26 and 31 First Methodist 

Missy Moring is the volunteer coordinator for 

First Lutheran. You can also call Karen 

Hannum (830-321-1151) for more information. 

First Lutheran Church Women 

Quarterly FLCW 

Business Meeting 

Sunday, July 16, 2017 

1:00 pm in the Annex 
All women of First Lutheran Church 

Are invited to attend. 
 

The officers are committed to keeping the 

meeting to one hour. We’ll review activities 

from the last quarter and finalize plans for fall 

quarter activities.  
 



South Texas Disaster Response 

Response has been great to the request for 

pillow cases and towels.  

We will soon be getting the items to 

Rosenburg to restock their warehouse. 

However, you still have time to add to our 

stash. 

• Cleaning towels—good, used, not so 

pretty anymore.  

• Pillow cases—new or used in good 

condition. 



The Ruth Circle will not meet for Bible Study 

in July. They will resume their study, 

Ambidextrous Christianity, on Thursday, 

August 2, at 1:00 PM. At that time Janis 

Schroeder will lead the study and Jeanette 

Jung will provide refreshments.  



The crochet class will take a 

summer break. Watch the TNT 

and newsletter for date and 

time to resume in the fall. 

Nursing Home 

Ministry 
 

Members of First Lutheran 

Church provide monthly 

communion services at the 

local nursing homes on the 

first Thursday of each month. 

We begin at 3:00 pm at Regency Manor and 

then at 4:00 pm at Floresville Nursing Center.  

Consider joining us for this rewarding ministry. 

The residents appreciate Lutheran worship with 

singing, a message from Pastor John and Holy 

Communion. They look forward to our visits. 

You will leave with some new friends. 

Contact Janis Schroeder (210-842-3340) for 

more information about helping with these 

services.  



Get  the Spir i t !  

We will be placing another order for Spirit T-shirts 

soon. You’ve seen the colorful shirts around 

church and you know you want one (or another 

one in a different color). Place your order on the 

new sign-up sheet in the Annex.  

The shirts come in a variety of bright colors and feature Sean Sanders’ 

original design. 

Mrs. Cindy’s Sunday Morning Childcare  

Each Sunday morning, Pastor John 

announces that child care is provided 

by Ms. Cindy during the worship 

service. Cindy Duppstadt watches over 

the children so that parents can have a 

peaceful worship time.  

So, what do the kids do there? Here’s a 

sample of the activities.  

Congratulations to those who  

were confirmed May 20 
 

“Stir up the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 

forever.  Amen.”  (ELW, Affirmation of Baptism) 

Back row: Kaeden Angle, Casey Jarutowicz, Sean 

Aschenbeck 

Front row: Pastor John, Shelbi Moehrig, Sadie 

Desselle, Zoe Rutledge, Sylvia Gadd (teacher) 



Sonshine Ark  
and 

The First Lutheran Church 
Office 

Will be closed on  

Wednesday, July 4th  

Quar ter ly   

Congrega t ional  

 Meet ing 

Sunday, July 8, 2018 

Between the Worship Services 

Taking Care of  God’s House 

Come join us for handyman 

work days, every 1
st
 & 3

rd
 

Thursdays of the month at 8:30 

am.  For July those dates will 

be July 5th and 19th. We will 

meet at the coffee pot in the 

annex. Join us when you can.  

Contact Danny Curtis for additional information. 

The artwork of Sean Sanders was 

chosen to be featured on Via buses, 

Watch for it as you travel in San 

Antonio 

Thank you, First Lutheran! 

Dear Family and Friends of First 

Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for all the gifts, fellowship, and 

cake.  Sunday (May 20) was an amazing 

experience.  I appreciate all the support 

as a confirmand.  

Sincerely, 

Sean Aschenbeck  

Laurie Curtis and her crew Shipwreck  the 

Annex preparing for VBS. 





  Prayer request For Our Members     Prayer requests For Our Members and Regular Worshipers:  

Janice Ortmann – Prayers for a full recovery after back surgery on Tuesday 6/12.  

Ruby Kolenda -  Recovering at home.         

Shirley Dann – Diagnosed with a “brain bleed” in Methodist Hospital – SA, Complete Healing 

Shirley has moved to Windermere at Westover Hills, 11106 Christus Hills, San Antonio, Texas 78251,  She continues to recover. 

Continued prayers appreciated!   Visitors are welcome! 

Dorothy Mutz – Infection;  Complete Healing;     Elsa Tatsch – Complete Healing;     Lynn Wiede – Healing for back & right knee  

Prayer Requests From Members & Visitors     RAIN!  RAIN!     NON-believers!                                                                                             

Ashley Kusmierz to get her teaching job (Cheryl Cagle); Barbara Moring – Placed in Hospice  (Sister-in-law of John & Missy Moring);                    

Betty Mills (Friend of Florence Baumann); Bob Cotter – Recovering from Heart issues  (Friend of Linda Jauer);   Brenda Butler – 

(Friend of Trisha Moehrig); Carleen Best – Healing (Friend of Lorene McHorse); Carol Murray – Cancer of the Kidney (Cousin of 

Curtis Holcombe); Cheryl Kolenda – Improved health (Daughter of Ruby Kolenda); Cheryl Kopplin Liska-  Complete Healing (Sister 

of Crystal Desselle); Connie Galm Hays- Healing (Cousin of Mata Orth); Dene Kyrish – Cancer, good report after Chemo (Aunt of 

Jon Sunday); Derick McCurry – Comfort, guidance & healing (Relative of Bollman, Gorzell & Blocker families); Diane Moy  (Friend of 

Florence Baumann);      Doak & Loretta Neal – Comfort, guidance & healing (Sister and Brother-in-law of Jeanette Blackburn); Dor-

cella Sunday-  Speedy recovery and to feel better after bone brake (Mom of Jon Sunday) Earlene Imken – Beginning Cancer Treat-

ments (Friend of Voncille & Marvin Bielefeld);  Felix Sekula (Friend of Darren & Laura Lange); Elisabeth Miller – Continued heart 

issues (15yr old granddaughter of Linda Jauer); Eddie Salas-  Recuperating from Heart Surgery (Friend & Co Worker of Kevin Moeh-

rig  Kortney Klepac--   Studying Abroad in Norway—Safe Travels (Niece of Keith & Denise Klepac)Helen Klepac (Mom of Keith 

Klepac); Janice Watson – Healing from Stroke (Cousin of Linda Jauer); Jenny Chilek (Friend of Mata Orth);  Jimmy Jeffries – Cancer 

(Friend of Mata Orth); Jenny Chilek  (Friend of Mata Orth); Lauren DeLeon – Healing (Granddaughter of Lorene McHorse)  Lois 

Frost – Cancer (Sister of Lorene McHorse);Mary Ruth Witte – Stroke (Friend of Florence Baumann);  Melba Dunn (Friend of Flor-

ence Baumann); Monica Flores  (Friend of Florence Baumann);  Rosie Vasbinder – Comfort, healing & guidance (Friend of Milton & 

Jeanette Blackburn); COMFORT:  Family & Friends of Tony Rex  (Accidental Death, College Friend of Jon Sunday) Pray For Safety 

& Protection:   All men and women in the armed services and especially:     

Dee Dee Faschingbauer - Army (member) (Daughter of the Keith & Cindy Faschingbauer);  Johnathan Small - Army (member) (Son 

of Melissa & Dan Small);  Adam Wright - Marines ( Grandson of Linda McDonald);    Andrew Leighner – Air Force (Grandson of Liz 

Scheitle);  Eric Kunkel (Annette Kunkel’s Grandson);    Matthew Jackson – Army (Relative of Bennie & Arleen Roemer);    Michael 

Jarzombek – Navy (Grandson of Ruby Kolenda); Rebecca Opiela – Army (Niece of Clay & Polly Archer;  Taylor Jackson – Navy 

(Relative of Bennie & Arleen Roemer);   Travis Gerdes (Son-In-Law of Fred & Vickey Zeithammel);   Travis Schupp – Air Force 

(Glowka’s Grandson);  Jason Munk- Army (Great Nephew of Evelyn Frank)  

Fly on over 


