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Making a Difference in Jesus’ Name 
 

“Like cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.” Proverbs 25:25 
 
In 2013, First Lutheran came upon an 
opportunity to provide a water well to a 
community in need.  The community was 
Kararo, a small town in rural Ethiopia.  That 
was the beginning of a nearly 10-year 
relationship with that special group of people.   
 
Kararo had been a Muslim community.  One 
man from Kararo had ventured into the big 
city of Addis Ababa and discovered the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  He then had a dream that his 
home community might know Jesus.  
Seventeen years ago, the Lord gave a 
congregation in Addis Ababa (called 
Mekanissa Congregation) the vision to reach 
out to the people of Kararo.  At the time First Lutheran entered the picture, the outreach was 
hitting some pretty hard times. 
 
By the grace of God, we have been able to help with their school.  We have been able to provide 
not only the water well but distribution points.  They outgrew their very small worship space so we 
partnered with them in building a new worship space.  We had a delegation there for its dedication 
in 2017.  Most recently, we have provided resources for much needed maintenance of the well.  
We have also provided funds to help with their school. 
 
20 years ago, there were no Christians in Kararo.  Now there are over 100 communing adults (not 
including children).   
 
Ellen and I had the privilege of visiting Kararo in June.  We first stopped to pick up repair parts for 
the well.  Once there, we were greeted by their evangelist, Defiu, and a lot of children.  We visited 
the church building we had helped make possible.  When we got to the school, there were a lot of 
very curious children.  They served some special food for us.  The village elders then had Ellen 
and I sit down as they took turns thanking us for what First Lutheran had done for their community.  
It was incredibly humbling and moving to know that God had used us to make such a difference in 
their lives.  Oh how we wish each of you could have been there to experience it! 
 
When we got back to Addis Ababa, the council of Mekanissa Congregation treated us to a thank-
you meal.  They gave us a thank you letter.  A copy of that letter is included in this newsletter. 
 
Thanks be to God for the opportunity to partner with these brothers and sisters in sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ! 
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  The Sonshine Ark Focus 
Summertime at Sonshine Ark is a time of taking it easy and having fun. This year 
has been a hot one so the children were outside in the morning, running, 
swinging, and having a great time. Some of the classes have gone to the movies 
at the Arcadia. The After schoolers went to Lego Land in San Antonio and ZDT in 
Seguin. We are fast approaching the beginning of a new school year. August 17

th
 

is Promotion Day with children beginning new classes, so teachers are busy 
getting things ready for that day. We would like to thank each of you for the giving 
of your time, possessions, money, prayers, and words of encouragement. You 
are helping the children grow by providing them a safe environment and the opportunity to learn 
about the love of Jesus.   

Yours in Christ, Vickie Rodgers, Director  

Sunday School Rally Day 
 

Please Join Us for some fun and 
fellowship during our Sunday School 
hour 9:15-10:15am on Sunday 
August 28th in the Annex.  

 

 

Confirmation for Grades 7- 8 

All youth, grades 7-8, are invited to be a part of First 

Lutheran’s Confirmation Ministry Program.  Classes will 

normally be held 9:15-10:15am Sundays and 6-7pm 

Wednesdays.  There will be an orientation for youth and 

their parents 9:30-10:15 AM, Sunday, August 21 in the 

Annex.   

Floresville Food Pantry 

Are you interested in a Community Service project for the Floresville Food Pantry? We are in need 

of several drivers to go to San Antonio to pick up donations for the Food Pantry. It takes about 4 

hours from Floresville to SA to get loaded and return. It is very helpful if you have a pickup truck. If 

you might be interested in helping with this ministry, please contact Charles Ogburn at 210-844-

6628 for more information.  

Country store needs items for sale. If you bake, knit, paint, grow plants, sew or any other talents, 
please help us out. We would appreciate if items were priced. Any questions contact me at  

830 -216-3539. Thanks Melinda Cokely. 
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 We Had A Howlin’ Good Time! 
We experienced a week-long epic adventure at Monumental VBS!  What an 

incredible week it was!  We registered 124 children.  We had 24 crews of children 

with daily attendance ranging from 100 to 115. 

Our sanctuary, annex and SonShine Ark were transformed into an exciting and colorful desert 

environment with rocks, cacti and sky.  Our decorating crew put on their super-creative caps and 

built our desert-inspired space.  We felt we were in the desert with the amazing stage set and 

decorations in the sanctuary, annex and at Sonshine Ark.  We loaned our decorations to Harvest 

Christian Church.  

We celebrated God’s greatness all week, exploring the vastness of God’s power and the depth of 

His love.  We began each day at Sing & Play Rock where we worshipped God with gusto by 

singing and aerobic dancing to praise songs.  We were introduced to the daily bible point, bible 

verse and the concepts we learned each day.  We were amused with a skit performed by Carol, 

Charles (Cliff) and Jon (Bluff).  The 4 year olds thru Kindergarten kids were dismissed to Quincy’s 

Quail Trail at Sonshine Ark while 1
st
 thru 5

th
 graders, our Tumbleweed Trackers, remained in the 

church area.  Both age levels experienced Bible stories in powerful, life-changing ways, 

participated in hands-on learning activities at Imagination Station/Craft & Play, enjoyed fun food 

experiences at Oasis Tastes, watched a daily video that provided a real-life example of kids who 

are discovering God’s greatness at KidVid Cinema and played team-building, high-energy games 

at Red Rocks Rec.  All of the stations reinforced the daily bible point and bible verse.  Each 

location was manned with an adult station leader, assistants plus crew leaders. The Monumental 

VBS day ended at Canyon Closing where we shared God Sightings and worshipped God through 

songs. 

Our awesome team of 72 adults and youngsters helped make this week Monumental!  Our staff 

consisted of members from First Lutheran Church, First Baptist Church, Harvest Christian 

Church, teachers from SonShine Ark, relatives of SonShine Ark staff and relatives of First 

Lutheran Church members.  A thank you to everyone for your part in our Monumental VBS. 

Our mascot for Monumental VBS was Quincey Quail.  The children were entertained when 

Charles Koenig brought live quails for them to meet and pet.   

This year at VBS we took part in a mission project titled “Cool School Tools” that gave kids the 

opportunity to share God’s love in a practical way.  We collected offering donations that will go 

toward providing desks, chairs and basic school supplies to kids in Kararo, Ethiopia and kids on 

Native American Reservations.   

At Cave Quest VBS in 2016, we collected offerings to build a church in Kararo, Ethiopia.  We 

have also provided funds for a water well in Kararo.  Their school has grown from 100 to 200 

students and is in need of desks and chairs.  They are VERY grateful to us for what we have 

already done for them. 

There are about 326 Native American reservations in North America.  Countless factors have 

turned many reservations into places of need.  These families live in hardship on reservations. 

Purchasing school supplies for their children can be a struggle.   
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We were here to help!  Our VBS made a difference!  We collected $1,727.00 resulting in a 

monumental impact!  We divided our offering between Kararo and Native American Reservations 

to help them have all the “cool school tools” they need to succeed in class.  These school supplies 

and desks will equip kids for educational success, giving them a sense of pride, independence, 

ownership and get them excited to learn.  At VBS, we prayed for the kids in Kararo and on Native 

American Reservations and are excited to know they will feel God’s love through us! 

It is too many people to name each individually who had a part in VBS.  You know who you are and 

how you supported VBS making it Monumental!  We thank each of you for your service, time, 

prayers, donations, offerings and your support in any way you were able. 

In addition to church members, we received donations from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, HEB, 

Squeaks Convenience Store and Harvest Christian Church. 

What a “MONUMENTAL” group of staff and support we are blessed with at First Lutheran Church!!!   

Thanks be to God!!!     

Laurie Curtis, Nina Koenig and Carol Rutledge 



Next Gen Ministry 

On July 12, FLC families spent the day with fun, 
fellowship and pizza... all while floating and enjoying the 
beauty of God’s nature and the cool 72 degree water of 
the San Marcos River. Hope all can join us next time! 

 

Family Night at the Ballpark 

Families and friends of FLC enjoyed a night at the San Antonio 
Missions Ballpark on July 7.  An evening of ½ price food, re-

freshments and fellowship was enjoyed by everyone! 



The 34th Annual Sausage Dinner is scheduled for September 18
th
 and is coming up 

fast.  Everyone is encouraged to be a part of our major fundraising event.  Volunteer lists are in 
the Annex, please review the list for an area that interests you and SIGN UP.  We will be having 
both dine-in and drive-thru this year. 

This year the proceeds will be divided evenly between the Church Youth Camp Fund, Sonshine 

Ark, The Food Pantry, and hunger relief.   

COUNTRY STORE 
We need donations of homemade items to sell.  We can use homemade jellies, jams, candy, 
breads, canned sauces, knitted or crocheted items, baked goods, pot holders, quilts, bird houses, 
painting, etc.  Please bring donations to the church office. 

PIES & COBBLERS 
Pies and Cobblers are needed for the dinner.  Please bring pies to the church on Saturday 
morning at 9 am (Sept. 17th).  Donations are also welcome as we typically have to purchase 
additional pies. The sign-up sheet is located in the Annex. 

POTATOES 
A few families are going to cook all of the potatoes needed for the dinner.  Donations are 
welcome to help cover the costs.  Donations can be made thru the offering plate on Sundays, just 
mark the envelope accordingly. 

OTHER DONATIONS 
If you wish to donate money toward food, supplies or clean-up costs of the sausage dinner, 
please mark your check accordingly and put it in the offering plate or bring it by the church 
office.  This will be counted toward your yearly contributions. Everyone, please prayerfully 
consider how you can help.   

SAUSAGE DINNER & DRAWING TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE 
Sausage Dinner and DoJoy tickets are $10.00. The DoJoy tickets are distributed to our 
homebound members, local food pantries, families through social services at local schools as 
well as first responders working on the day of the dinner. We ask you to prayerfully consider how 
many tickets you are willing to sponsor in our efforts to feed the needy and deserving. DoJoy 
tickets can be purchased in the Annex between church services and after late service. 
Drawing tickets are now being sold for $1.00 per ticket. Please sell these out into the community.  

There are many FABULOUS items on the ticket.  Don’t miss out!! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 Helpers to set up tables on Saturday morning, 9/17 
 Food servers for the dinner on Sunday, 9/18 
 Helpers to clean up and take down tables after the dinner on Sunday, 9/18 

If you can help, please sign up on sheets in the Annex.   

Cindy Duppstadt will be available Sunday to watch children of  
volunteers while they work. 

 



Reminder 

If you have current or recent editions of  Christ 
in Our Home or Portals of Prayer, we can use 
them. There is a box under the table by the 
office. These are recycled to the nursing 
homes for their residents to use.   

 
Thank you!    

Laveda Thompson 

Prayer requests for our Members  

Mildred Boening- Prayers for comfort & 
healing.  

Voncille Bielefeld- Prayers for comfort & 
healing.   

Collins Ortmann- Prayers for comfort & healing 
(Daughter of Tyler & Courtny Ortmann).  

Bonnie Caisse- Prayers for comfort & healing 
from breast cancer.  

FLC Lawn Crew for August 2022 

August 6 (T-4) Curtis Holcombe, Leon 
Johnson, Brad Pfeil, David Pfeil, Justin Pfeil  

August 13 (T-1) John Moring, Bonnie Caisse, 
Danny Johns, Doug Bielefeld, Ray McHorse   

August 20 (T-2) Charles Ogburn, Louis 
Casanova, Mike Carter, Charlie Glowka, 
Charles Koenig, Patrick Porter, David Conn, 
Tyler Conn 

August 27 (T-3) Danny Curtis, Gunnar Berg, 
Frankie Dipple, Kari Schroeder, Ryan 
Schroeder, Jeff Zoblosky 

Ruth Circle Bible Study 

The Ruth Circle Bible Study will meet again on 
Thursday, August 4th at 2:00 pm in the church 
annex.  We will be studying from the book  
“By the Will of God” -  Session 2. All women of 
the church are welcome! 

Hostess:   Jeanette Jung 
Study leader: Janis Schroeder 

Contact Jeanette Jung at  
1-830-569-4348 for any 
questions. 

Blessing of The Backpacks  

All students are invited to bring their backpacks to church on  

Sunday, August 14th to participate in the Blessing of the Backpacks.  

Students will place their backpacks at the front of the sanctuary on the steps. 

then during the service, we will have a time of blessing for our students, 

teachers and administrators.   

It is a wonderful way for our congregation to show their support and offer their 

prayers to those heading back to school. 


