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“We the believers of First Lutheran Church, with the help of the Holy Spirit, will love, serve, and grow in our  
personal relationships with Jesus Christ as we joyfully invite and welcome all to worship and become disciples of the Lord.”             

 “Because there is one bread, we 

who are many are one body, for 

we all partake of the one bread.”  

1 Corinthians 10:17 

We are now entering into 

the most holy of all weeks 

within the Christian year.  

It begins with Palm 

Sunday and continues with Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  

(For more about the week, see article within 

this newsletter.) 

This coming Palm Sunday, March 25, will be 

special for us.  It will be special because a 

number of our younger members will be 

receiving communion for their first time.  As 

they participate in that holy meal for their 

first time, they will be reminded that they are 

not alone. 

There are people in other expressions of the 

Christian Church who share in the meal.  

There are Christians who have gone on 

before us who have shared in the meal.  

There are brothers and sisters in our 

congregation who share with us in the meal.  

There are brothers and sisters throughout 

our state, country and world who share in 

the meal. 

As a powerful reminder of God’s global 

family, we will be hosting Pastor Jordan 

Long, President of the Lutheran Church of 

South Sudan.  South 

Sudan is a young 

country, being founded 

in 2011.  Not long 

thereafter, the country 

broke out into a bloody 

civil war.  It is still in the 

midst of a civil war. 

A refugee camp with 

over half a million 

people has been established in the 

Gambela region of Ethiopia, just on the 

other side of the border with South Sudan.  

Pastor Jordan Long has been actively at 

work within that refugee camp, even 

operating a functioning seminary in it.   

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran has a special connection with 

that refugee camp because we have 

provided funds for a water well.  It’s been a 

bit of an adventure for them.  Their first 

attempt ended up hitting rock.  Now they 

plan to drill for water in another location.  

Jordan will share with us about the project 

as well as other things the Lord is doing in 

PASTOR’S PEACE … We who are many are one body … 

Pastor Jordan Long 

(cont. pg. 2) 



(Pastor’s Peace cont.)  

South Sudan.  He will also share a special 

presentation during the Sunday School hour on 

that Sunday. 

So, the day will be special for our first 

communicants.  It will also be special for our 

entire congregation as we hear about the 

Lutheran Church of South Sudan and water well 

work we’ve been doing as a congregation. 

As we retrace the steps of our Lord this coming 

Holy Week, may we be reminded and renewed in 

our understanding of what our Lord has done for 

us.  May we be inspired by his Spirit to live in His 

steps. 

  

 It is important to remember that the central 

celebration in the Christian faith is really the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Lent is a season 

preparing for Easter.  Holy Week is the final 

portion of Lent preparing for the celebration of 

our Lord’s resurrection.   

The highlight of Holy Week is the last three days; 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday (actually 

Thursday evening through Sunday evening).  

Some portions of the Church have referred to 

these days as The Triduum.  Combined with 

Palm Sunday, this tells the story of the most 

significant elements of the Christian faith. 

Palm Sunday is the celebration of Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem on a donkey.  

Heralding Jesus as a “sure thing” “Earthly king” 

who would restore and lead the nation of Israel, 

the people lifted palm branches and placed them 

before him.  In reality, Jesus rode on to die.  At 

worship, we raise palm branches as a way to 

remember this momentous event. 

Maundy Thursday has to foci; both of which too 

place on the night of Jesus’ betrayal.  The first 

focus is upon the Last Supper.  This is when he 

instructed his followers to share in this special 

meal “for the forgiveness of sins” and “in 

remembrance of me”. The second focus is 

connected with the word “Maundy” of “Maundy 

Thursday”.  “Maundy” is an English form of the 

Latin word for commandment.  This new 

commandment of Jesus is “to love one another 

even as I have loved you”.  The most powerful 

example of this is how he gave of his very life in 

those hours to follow.  Jesus’ love is 

demonstrated by two things; his example of 

servanthood and in his gift of himself in Holy 

Communion.  The washing of feet exemplifies 

Jesus’ servanthood. 

Good Friday is seen as part of the larger 

celebration of the mystery of salvation.  It is 

appropriate for Good Friday to be an austere 

time of reflection and prayer, as well as adoring 

Christ, our sacrificial lamb.  The note of austerity 

does not preclude the note of triumph, however.  

The congregation gathers to celebrate our Lord’s 

sacrifice on the cross. 

The Vigil of Easter takes place during the most 

holy night of the year, the night preceding Easter 

morning.  There is an ancient worship service 

extraordinarily rich in powerful symbolism that 

takes place on that evening.  Although we do not 

have a tradition of observing this vigil, I highly 

recommend it for one to experience at some 

point.  One can always experience such a 

service at an Orthodox Church the night before 

their Easter Sunday, April 8. 

Easter Morning Worship is the service of 

celebration which ushers in the new season of 

Easter.  It will include Holy Communion and the 

reading of the account of our Lord’s resurrection.    

He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

May your observance of Holy Week this year be 

filled with the power and hope of the resurrected 

Christ in a fresh and new way! 

 Pastor John 

Holy Week 



Easter at First Lutheran Church 

   HOLY WEEK    

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 25 

8:00 & 10:30 AM—Worship with Procession of Palms 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 29 

7:00 PM—Maundy Thursday Worship 

 

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 30 

7:00 PM—Good Friday Worship 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1 

7:00 AM—Sunrise Worship Celebration 

8:00-10:00 AM—Easter Breakfast served by Men & Youth 

9:15 AM — Easter Egg Hunt for Children 

10:30 AM—Worship Celebration of Our Lord’s Resurrection 

Sunrise Service 

Setup 
Weather permitting we will 

have an awesome Easter 

Sunrise Service in the 

church yard. We will need lots of helpers to come 

early to prepare for the conversion of the yard 

into an outside church.   

It all starts at about 5:30 am. Contact Tom 

Ortmann if you have any questions, or just show 

up to help. 

Easter Breakfast 

Your Men in Mission will 

be hosting the annual 

Easter Pancake Break-

fast. You can enjoy pancakes, sausage, eggs, 

sweets, juice, milk and coffee.   

There will be a FREE WILL offering. We use this 

offering to assist our youth in their plans to go to 

camp this summer. We ask that ANY and ALL 

youth that are planning to go to camp to plan to 

help us with this breakfast.   

If you want to help, please get in touch with 

Danny Curtis, Jeff Rutledge or Charles Ogburn.  

Easter Egg Hunt 

The Sunday School egg hunt will 

be held at 9:00 on Easter Sunday 

morning. We are requesting 

donations of pre-filled plastic eggs.  Please bring 

the eggs on Palm Sunday.  

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 



Sonsh ine  Ark  Focus  
Sonshine Ark is always busy, 

busy. April is going to be just 

as busy! This month’s theme 

is “Fun on the Farm”. Our 

community helper for the 

month will be the Farmer.  

We also have other fun and 

interesting things to do, including our St. Jude 

Trike-a-Thon on April 6
th
. The children will be 

learning bike safety while raising money for 

children who need medical assistance.  

Usborne Book will be here April 12-13 for 

another terrific book sale. Make sure you stop 

by for some great books. We can’t forget 

Picture Day, April 17-18.  

April 23rd each classroom will release class 

butterflies in honor of Earth Day.  

Remember always keep us in your prayers as 

we make Sonshine Ark not only a fun place, 

but a safe one.  

Yours in Christ,  

Vickie Rodgers Director  

Vacation Bible School 
June 25-29, 2018 

Joyful Noise 
Children’s Choir 

The children’s choir practices on 

Sunday mornings after the early 

service in the sanctuary for 15-20 

minutes and then they are off to Sunday School. 

They will present their first “joyful noise” on 

Easter morning at the late service.  

Please keep this new ministry at FLC in your 

prayers. We would like as many children as 

possible to participate! 

For more information, contact Amy Dzuik at    

210-325-0195. 

Sail away with us and venture 

onto an unchartered island 

where kids will survive and 

thrive.  Come ashore for a week of incredible 

Bible-learning discoveries, cool Bible songs, 

creative crafts, adventurous games and lip-

smacking snacks.   

This impacting adventure will anchor kids and 

adults in the truth that Jesus is by our side and 

carries us through life’s storms.  Prayerfully 

consider how you can be a part of our high 

quality children’s ministry event at this year’s 

SHIPWRECKED – Rescued by Jesus.   

There is something for everyone – each person 

using your God given talents and abilities in the 

job right for you.  Sign-up sheets will be posted 

after Easter.   In the meantime contact Laurie 

Curtis 210-215-0721 if you are interested in 

joining our team. 

Oceans of Fun! 

Kandace Johnson has put on her super creative 

cap to transform our annex into a remote island 

for this year’s Shipwrecked 

VBS.   Please contact her at 

830-477-6381 with questions 

or if you are interested in 

assisting with the VBS 

decorations. 



 Lilies for the 
Easter Services 

 

The Youth—Campers are 

taking orders for Easter lilies 

to be delivered on Good 

Friday just in time for the 

Easter services.  

The cost is $15.00 each and 

they can be purchased “in memory of” or “in 

honor of” loved ones. Please pick up an order 

form in the Annex or reach out to any Youth for 

help. . 

On Easter morning, lilies will fill the sanctuary 

and the church yard. For Christians, the Easter 

lily is representative of Christ's resurrection. It 

speaks of purity and innocence, being untainted 

by the world. The Easter lily also represents a 

new season, a new birth, such as when one 

comes to Christ.   

Last day to order is  

Sunday, March 25
th

 

Jeff Rutledge, Shelbi Moehrig, Ryan Pfeil, Zoe 

Rutledge, Elly, Chris, Emily, and Tiffany Kosub    

(Carol Rutledge was taking the picture) 

Ronald McDonald House 
 

On Saturday, March 3rd, five FLC youth and their 

families traveled to the Ronald McDonald House in San 

Antonio and made a yummy meal for the residents.  

It was a great morning to shine with His light! 

Congratulations to the following children who 

will be receiving communion for their first 

time on Palm Sunday, March 25: Riley Erlich, 

Corgin King, Chase McElroy. 

 

“May you always know the peace of Jesus, 

the light of His love, and the joy of His life 

within you.” 



Ruth Circle  
Thursday, April 5th, 1:00 pm 

 

The lesson will be led by Linda Ogburn. Ginny 

Glowka will provide refreshments. Join us in 

the annex. 

Floresville Food Pantry  
Volunteer Schedule 

 

Member churches are asked to provide 

volunteers on Tuesday and Thursday of the 

week assigned from 10:00-2:00. However, 

everyone is welcome anytime. Training will be 

provided. 

April 3 and 5 First Lutheran 

April 10 and 12 First Baptist 

April 17 and 19 Floresville Group 

April 24 and 26 First Methodist 

Missy Moring is the volunteer coordinator for 

FLC. You can also call Karen Hannum (830-

321-1151) for more information. 

First Lutheran Church Women 

Thank you to all the folks who contributed 

items for the Easter cheer baskets. We will 

assemble 10 baskets on the morning of  

Saturday, March 24.  Helpers are always 

welcome! 

Many thanks also to those who have agreed to 

deliver the baskets over Palm Sunday 

weekend to our members who are not able to 

attend services. You will be blessed. 

On Sunday, March 18
th
, pews in the sanctuary 

were adorned with the many, many quilts 

made by our Quilting Hand ladies. They meet 

each Thursday morning in the DoJoy House to 

make them. Many of the quilts will be 

distributed by Lutheran World Relief while 

some will stay here to bring warmth and love 

to those in need locally.  

Watch the TNT and May newsletter for details 

on the Circle of Sisters Luncheon planned 

for  Saturday, May 19th. 

Please make plans to attend the women’s 

quarterly business meeting. Because we know 

how valuable your time is, our goal is to keep 

the meeting to one hour. 

Your sister in Christ,  

   Janis Schroeder 

It’s time again to start collecting for 

Lutheran World Relief. Please bring in items 

listed on the guideline lists on the table in the 

annex through Easter Sunday. You don’t need 

to make up the kits, just leave items in the 

container provided. Kits will be made up later. 

The Quilting Hands ladies have been busy 

making quilts and now we need the 

congregation to donate items for the school and 

personal kits. We will be collecting items 

through Easter Sunday. 

If you wish to make a cash donation, mark your 

envelope Lutheran World Relief and drip it in the 

church offering plate. For more information 

contact Sandra Jandt at 830-254-3294. 

Women of  First Lutheran Church 

Quarterly Business Meeting 

Sunday, April 22nd 

1:00 pm 
All women of First Lutheran are members 

and welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Lutheran World Relief 



Quarterly 
Congregational 

 Meeting 
 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 

Between the services. 

Look for Sean’s ar twork 
on Via buses! 

Sean Sanders had a piece of artwork submitted 

by his Floresville High School art teacher to be 

judged in the Alamo Area Colleges Art Contest in 

San Antonio. His work has been selected to be 

displayed on the side of San Antonio Via busses. 

So when you see a Via bus, look for his name 

alongside the artwork.  

Sean’s proud parents are James & Robyn 

Sanders. Congratulations, Sean! 

UPDATE: Harvey Relief  Efforts 

NOTE: The following comes from one of our 

NALC churches taking leadership with Harvey 

Relief Efforts. 

My name is Michael Dittrich and I am the work 

crew & warehouse coordinator at Peace 

Lutheran Church, Rosenberg. 

There is still much work to be done in regards to 

disaster response and the volunteer crews have 

been busy working on houses in the Richmond/

Rosenberg area. There is so much work that 

funding that had been donated has almost been 

depleted. 

Could you send out a 

message asking for gift 

cards (Lowe's, Home Depot, 

etc.) to help in purchasing 

building supplies? It would 

help tremendously. We have crews scheduled 

in March and April and a couple more planning 

to set dates. 

We are also looking for volunteers to come help 

with rebuilding. Skills most needed are texturing 

walls, tile work and flooring. We have a 

Parsonage that can accommodate up to 15 

people max. To make arrangements, please 

contact me, Michael Dittrich, directly. 

Thanks for your help and prayers! 

Michael Dittrich 

cell: 713-254-0044 

email: michael.patd@gmail.com 

DoJoy House—PAID 
 

Many years ago, when the 

house directly across the 

street from the church 

became available, a congregation member 

offered to finance 

the purchase at no 

interest.  

The last payment on 

that loan was made 

in January of this 

year. On March 4th, 

the 

congregation celebrated 

by burning the mortgage.  

Appreciation was shown to 

Florence Baumann for 

financing the purchase all 

those years ago. 

First Lutheran is now  

 debt free! Praise God! 

 

tel:(713)%20254-0044
mailto:michael.patd@gmail.com


Prayer request For Our Members     Prayer requests For Our Members                       (Please keep all our members & non-members in 

your daily prayers!) 
Deborah Morgenroth – Continued pain after back surgery, Complete Healing;                   
Karina Cokely – Surgery on liver after the birth of their son, Isaac – Complete healing; 
Peggy Steves – Cancer – surgery 2/27, complete healing 
 
Prayer Requests From Members & Visitors     RAIN!    
Samuel Bryan- Prayers for complete healing (Son of Sam & Debbie Bryan, Grandson of Carolyn Orth) 

Barbara Moring – Incurable cancer (Sister-in-law of John & Missy Moring);                   
Betty Mills (Friend of Florence Baumann); 
Billy King- (Father-in-law of Kimberly King);                                     
Bob Wentz – Cancer (Friend of Liz Scheitle);             
Carol Schwan – Cancer (Former member of FLC);                           
Connie Galm Hays- Healing (Cousin of Mata Orth);                                  
Dene Kyrish – Cancer, starting chemo (Aunt of Jon Sunday);     
Derick McCurry – Comfort, guidance & healing (Relative of Bollman, Gorzell & Blocker families);   
Diane Moy  (Friend of Florence Baumann);                 
Earleen Inkan- Cancer treatment (Friend of Marvin & Voncille Bielefeld)  
Elaine Skarstad-  Back surgery 3/8/18 (Friend of Marvin & Voncille Bielefeld) 
Felix Sekula (Friend of Darren & Laura Lange); 
Halle Mae Schuette (Granddaughter of Randy & Eileen Schuette);              
Helen Klepac – (Mother of Keith Klepac);            
James Carson – Home now and on Oxygen (Brother-in-law of Lorene McHorse);        
Jenny Chilek (Friend of Mata Orth);                                                                                   
Jimmy Jeffreys – Cancer (Friend of Mata Orth); 
Kevin Mathis – Brain stem stroke (Friend of Evelyn Frank); 
Lisa Rodriquez  - Cancer (Friend of Florence and many others);           
Mary Danysh – Healing (Friend of Shelly Gorzell);                          
Mary Ruth Witte – Stroke (Friend of Florence Baumann)  
Michael King-  Knee surgery (Friend of Marvin & Voncille Bielefeld);                                                                                                                                         
Priscilla Wehmeyer – Healing ( Relative of Bollman, Gorzell & Blocker families);                                                                                                   
Teddie Lou Galm Stephens – (Cousin of Mata Orth):                                                                                                                                                   
Family & Friends of Hazel Dawkins (Long time friend of Mildred & Kenneth Boening & all the Boening’s) who went to be with her Lord, Satur-

day, March 3. 

Pray For Safety & Protection:   All men and women in the armed services and especially:     
Dee Dee Faschingbauer - Army (member) (Daughter of the Keith & Cindy Faschingbauer);    
Johnathan Small - Army (member) (Son of Melissa & Dan Small);     
Adam Wright - Marines ( Grandson of Linda McDonald);      Andrew Leighner – Air Force (Grandson of Liz Scheitle);     
Eric Kunkel (Annette Kunkel’s Grandson);    Matthew Jackson – Army (Relative of Bennie & Arleen Roemer);     
Michael Jarzombek – Navy (Grandson of Ruby Kolenda);     Rebecca Opiela – Army (Niece of Clay & Polly Archer;      
Taylor Jackson – Navy (Relative of Bennie & Arleen Roemer);       Travis Gerdes (Son-In-Law of Fred & Vickey Zeithammel);     
Travis Schupp – Air Force (Glowka’s Grandson);       Jason Munk- Army (Great Nephew of Evelyn Frank)  
 

The Quilting Hands ladies had many of 

their quilts in the sanctuary on Sunday, 

March 18
th
, to be blessed before being 

sent off to bring warmth and love to those 

in need.  

The quilters meet each Thursday morning 

in the DoJoy House. There is always 

room for more quilters. They also love to 

collect fabric and bed sheets to be used. 

Quilters include: Lolly Lange, Liz Scheitle, 

Carolyn Orth, Py McKenzie and Florence 

Baumann (not pictured).   


