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Daily Lenten Devotional 2021 
 
The passages in the devotional were selected from the daily readings assigned by the Revised 
Common Lectionary.  Typically, there are four readings:  an Old Testament passage, and 
excerpts from a Psalm, an Epistle and a Gospel.  From those four, I chose one to think about. 
Often, I narrowed the passage to focus my thoughts. 
 
A quick Internet search for the Revised Common Lectionary will take you to the full list of 
readings.  Feel free to look up and read the longer passages.  Here’s the one I use:  
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu//  
 
The quoted scripture is from the World English Bible.  The WEB is not copyrighted although the 
name, World English Bible is a trademark. 
 
The thoughts are mine and I’m not asking you to agree or disagree with them.  I’ve created a 
space where you can write down your thoughts.  The goal isn’t to be right or to argue, but to 
think and grow closer to God. 
 
Every year, I’m asked what I’m giving up for Lent.  This year, I’m giving up about 30 minutes of 
each day to sit with these scripture passages and to give my attention to God instead of all 
those other things that occupy my time. 
 
If you use this devotional, I hope it strengthens your relationship with God. 
 
Peace, 
 
Bill 

 
  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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Beginnings and Renewals 
Wednesday, February 17, 2021:  Ash Wednesday 

 
Scripture 

Psalm 51:10-12 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God.  Renew a right spirit within me.  11 Don’t throw me from 
your presence, and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me.  12 Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation. Uphold me with a willing spirit. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:20 
20 We are therefore ambassadors on behalf of Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we 
beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  
 

Thought 
 

I have long thought that the purpose of religion was to bring people together and not to 
separate the “in crowd” from “the others.”  Instead of discarding individuals, wouldn’t it be 
better to restore and sustain? The first day of Lent is a time of renewal and beginnings – 
perhaps it is a time to rethink how we see all the individuals around us. 
 

 
 

Prayer 
The words of the Psalm say it best – Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
spirit within me. 

What are your thoughts? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Next Steps 
Thursday, February 18, 2021 

 
Scripture 

Psalm 25:1-10 
4 Show me your ways, Yahweh.  Teach me your paths. 5 Guide me in your truth, and teach me, 
For you are the God of my salvation, I wait for you all day long. 
 
1 John 1:3-10 
5 This is the message which we have heard from him and announce to you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all. 

Thought 
 

How much would our world change if we took education seriously?  We are looking for a new 
beginning.  Will that beginning happen by itself?  I suspect that I am the one who must take the 
first step; no one can take it for me.   
 
According to 1 John, “God is light.”  Think about that.  How does light function in your world?  
How would you get along without light? 
 

 
Prayer 

 
Lord, from wherever I am, help me take the next step toward the light of God, toward a better 
understanding of all you represent and into a deeper relationship with you. 

What are your thoughts? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Itchy Ears 
Friday, February 19, 2021 

 
Scripture 

Psalm 25:1-10 
To you, Yahweh, I lift up my soul.  2 My God, I have trusted in you.  Don’t let me be shamed. 
Don’t let my enemies triumph over me. 3 Yes, no one who waits for you will be shamed. 
They will be shamed who deal treacherously without cause. 
 
2 Timothy 4:1-5 
3 For the time will come when they will not listen to the sound doctrine, but having itching 
ears, will heap up for themselves teachers after their own lusts, 4 and will turn away their ears 
from the truth, and turn away to fables. 5 But you be sober in all things, suffer hardship, do the 
work of an evangelist, and fulfill your ministry. 
 

Thought 
 

When I read a passage, I pay attention to what catches my attention.  Sometimes, it is the 
worry and fear of shame expressed in the Psalm and sometimes it’s an amusing description like 
the itching ears that lead an individual to search for a teacher who will say what the listener 
wants to hear instead of what the listener needs to hear. 

 
Prayer 

Lord God, let me put my trust in you and let me hear you with ears that are free from 
distraction. 

 

What are your thoughts? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mercy! 
Saturday, February 20, 2021 

 
Scripture 

Psalm 32 
6 For this, let everyone who is godly pray to you in a time when you may be found.  Surely 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach to him. 7 You are my hiding place. 
You will preserve me from trouble.  You will surround me with songs of deliverance. 
 
Matthew 9:2-13 
13 But you go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’ for I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
 

Thought 
 

When Jesus says, “I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.”, it makes me wonder why so much of the 
Christian message is about what I must give up to join the fellowship.  No church has ever made 
me pledge to practice mercy.  If I expect God’s mercy – for God to be my hiding place, for God 
to surround me with glad cries of deliverance – why shouldn’t I offer the same? 

 
 

Prayer 
Dear Lord, teach me to be merciful.  Teach me to treat others the way I expect to be treated by 
you. 
 
 

What are your thoughts? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Encounter – Thought -- Action  
Sunday, February 21, 2021:  First Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture 

Mark 1:9-15 
9 In those days, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10 Immediately coming up from the water, he saw the heavens parting and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 A voice came out of the sky, “You are my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.”  12 Immediately the Spirit drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He 
was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals; and 
the angels were serving him.  14 Now after John was taken into custody, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the Good News of God’s Kingdom, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 
God’s Kingdom is at hand! Repent, and believe in the Good News.” 
 

Thought 
 

Mark’s Gospel starts with a pattern:  Theophany – Silence – Action.  The theophany, an 
experience of God, is the voice from heaven. This is followed by the silence of Jesus’ alone in 
the wilderness, and by action, the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  To read Scripture is to 
encounter God.  Can I read Scripture without thought?  Can I think about what I have read and 
then not act? 
 

 
Prayer 

Lord God, let your Spirit guide me as I read Scripture.  Help me to see you, to understand you 
and finally to act in such a way that I reflect you. 

What are your thoughts? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Grace and Mercy:  Immeasurable Riches 
Monday, February 22, 2021 

 
Scripture 

Psalm 77 
20 You led your people like a flock, by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, for his great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— 6 and raised us up with him, and made us to sit with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus; 8 for by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
 

Thought 
 

The flock is comforted by the presence of the shepherd.  What did the flock ever do to earn a 
good shepherd?  Nothing.  Likewise, what did I ever do to earn God’s grace and mercy?  God’s 
kindness is an immeasurable treasure.  What actions of mine made me worthy?  None.  It’s a  
gift.  It is a gift. 

 
Prayer 

Lord, open my eyes and ears to your guidance.  Help me to show grace and mercy to others just 
as you have shown grace and mercy to me.  And, thanks for the gift. 

What are your thoughts? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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How to Inherit a Blessing 
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

 
Scripture 

Psalm 77 
5 I have considered the days of old, the years of ancient times.  6 I remember my song in the 
night.  I consider in my own heart; my spirit diligently inquires:  7 “Will the Lord reject us 
forever?  Will he be favorable no more?  8 Has his loving kindness vanished forever?  Does his 
promise fail for generations?  9 Has God forgotten to be gracious?  Has he, in anger, withheld 
his compassion?” 
 
1 Peter 3:8-18a 
8 Finally, all of you be like-minded, compassionate, loving as brothers, tenderhearted, 
courteous, 9 not rendering evil for evil, or insult for insult; but instead blessing, knowing that 
you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 
 

Thought 
 

My first thought as I read the Psalm is, been there, done that, bought the t-shirt.  I’m probably 
not alone; all have faced dark times of feeling alone, spurned, and hopelessly out of favor.  It is 
interesting to think that the way out of this darkness is to show sympathy and love, to repay 
evil with good, and abuse with kindness.  Not easy. 

 
Prayer 

Lord, guide me out of the darkness and into the light.  Let me reflect you by showing sympathy, 
love, and kindness to those around me. 

What are your thoughts? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Surely I am Too Stupid to be Human 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Proverbs 30:1-9 
2 Surely I am too stupid to be human; I do not have human understanding. 3 I have not learned 
wisdom, nor have I knowledge of the holy ones. 4 Who has ascended to heaven and come 
down?  Who has gathered the wind in the hollow of the hand? Who has wrapped up the waters 
in a garment?  Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is the person’s name? And 
what is the name of the person’s child?   Surely you know! 
 

Thought 
 

I’ll admit that I laughed out loud when I read the line, “Surely I am too stupid to be human.” I 
have read the Bible for more than 40 years – why have I not seen this line before?  And what 
does it mean?  Perhaps it is warning me not to be the kind of guy who is so full of book wisdom 
that I cannot see the obvious.  It is God, not man who ascends and descends from heaven, who 
gathers the wind in his hand. . . 

 
Prayer 

Lord, help me.  Remind me that it is you who has ascended to heaven and come down, who has 
gathered the wind in the hollow of the hand, wrapped the waters in a garment, and established 
the ends of the earth. 
 

What are your thoughts? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Grace 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Romans 3:21-31 
For there is no distinction, 23 for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; 24 being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; 
 

Thought 
 

This is one of my favorite passages. Paul’s message is that we are all in this together and not 
one of us has an unblemished record on which to stand.  All is all.  So, what can we do?  The 
bad news is that there is not a thing we can do about this; the good news is that God’s grace, 
freely given is enough.  I often wonder how the world would look if we practiced the same 
grace freely given that we experience from God. 
 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, teach me to see through the flawed exterior of each person I meet and help me to 
see what you see.  Give me the strength to practice grace and the grace to accept grace.  
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In a Relationship 
Friday, February 26, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Psalm 22:23-31 
23 You who fear Yahweh, praise him!  All you descendants of Jacob, glorify him!  Stand in awe 
of him, all you descendants of Israel!  24 For he has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of 
the afflicted, neither has he hidden his face from him; but when he cried to him, he heard. 
 

Thought 
 

What does it mean when you say, “I’m in a relationship?”  Aren’t we in all kinds of 
relationships?  These are co-workers and these are siblings; here are my parents or children.  
This is my spouse. . . We are also in a relationship with God.  The pair of words that caught my 
attention were “he heard.”  Think about the contrast the Psalmist sets up between God and us.  
We “fear”, that is revere, God, and praise God.  We glorify God.  We stand in awe of God.  And, 
yet, God shows his face to us and God hears us.  Our relationship with God isn’t a one way 
street, but an actual relationship. 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord God, help me to always stand in a relationship with you. Help me keep in mind that like a 
marriage with its “better or worse” clause, that we are in this together through the good times 
and the difficult times.  
 
 

What are your thoughts? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wait? 
Saturday, February 27, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Mark 8:27-30 
27 Jesus went out, with his disciples, into the villages of Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked 
his disciples, “Who do men say that I am?”  28 They told him, “John the Baptizer, and others say 
Elijah, but others, one of the prophets.”  29 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered, “You are the Christ.” 30 He commanded them that they should tell no one 
about him. 
 

Thought 
 

Every once in a while, I put myself in the story and assume the role of one of the characters.  
I’m Peter and now I’m confused.  If I know that Jesus is not just Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph 
the carpenter, but Jesus the Christ, the messiah.  Why should I keep that to myself?  One of the 
hardest things to do is wait, especially when I know something I’m just dying to tell others, but 
cannot.  I don’t know why Jesus commanded the disciples not to tell anyone who he is, but I can 
feel their confusion and impatience.  Be still and wait. 

 
Prayer 

 
Dear Lord, teach me to wait on you and your timing.  I might have my own thoughts and agenda 
that seems perfectly logical and orderly, but I do not have your perspective.  Lord, guide me.  
  

What are your thoughts? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Things of Men vs. The Things of God 
Sunday, February 28, 2021, Second Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture 

 
Mark 8:31-38 
31 He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He 
spoke to them openly. Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 33 But he, turning around, 
and seeing his disciples, rebuked Peter, and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you have in mind 
not the things of God, but the things of men.” 
 

Thought 
 

If Peter was confused before, can you imagine how he is feeling now?  Like each of us, Peter has 
an idea of how things should go.  When Jesus describes a future that does not align with Peter’s 
expectation, he attempts to correct Jesus only to get corrected.  There are two things that 
stand out in this passage.  One is the group – elders, chief priests, and scribes – who oppose 
Jesus.  I wonder if Jesus would fare any better with the movers and shakers in today’s church.  
The other is Jesus’ rebuke.  I wonder how often we have the things of men in mind instead of 
the things of God.   
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, help me to discern the difference between what comes from humanity and what 
comes from you.  Guide me, as a member of the church, to follow your will and not to stand in 
opposition to you. 

What are your thoughts? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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God Has Made Me Laugh 
Monday, March 1, 2021 

 
Scripture 

Genesis 21:1-7 
2 Sarah conceived, and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had 
spoken to him. 3 Abraham called his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. 
4 Abraham circumcised his son, Isaac, when he was eight days old, as God had commanded 
him. 5 Abraham was one hundred years old when his son, Isaac, was born to him. 6 Sarah said, 
“God has made me laugh. Everyone who hears will laugh with me.”  
 

Thought 
 
There is a lot that could be said about this passage:  that God keeps promises, that Abraham 
followed the Law, or that God performs miracles – what else do you call it when a couple near 
centurions give birth?  What strikes me, though, is Sarah’s reaction.  There are many things a 
ninety year old mother of an infant might say.  I was not expecting, “God has made me laugh.”  
It makes me want to laugh with her and share the joy! 
 

 
Prayer 

 
Lord God, you do indeed work in mysterious and unexpected ways.  What a shock it must have 
been for Sarah and then what a joy.  Help me to be ready to accept your will with such a spirit 
of joy and laughter. 
  

What are your thoughts? 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Things Seen and Things Not Seen 
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 

 
Scripture 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 13-19 
Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, proof of things not seen. 2 For by this, the elders 
obtained testimony. 3 By faith, we understand that the universe has been framed by the word 
of God, so that what is seen has not been made out of things which are visible. 
  

Thought 
The idea “what is seen has not been made out of things which are visible” puzzled me until I 
started to think about all the things in my experience not made out of things which are visible.  
In the Language Arts classroom, we talk about concrete and abstract nouns.  You can stub your 
toe on a concrete noun, but it is the abstract nouns that shape the world.  Think about 
freedom, liberty, justice, love, grace, mercy, or unity. None of these can be seen, but they 
frame our world.  Think about the opposites – bondage, injustice, hatred, discord, and others.  
These can also frame our world.  I suspect that what we see in ourselves and others depends on 
which invisible ideas we choose to frame the world. 
 
   

 
 

Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, help me to see the world through your eyes and ideas.  Let me use the word of God 
as my guide. 
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What Have You Done for Me Lately? 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 
Give thanks to Yahweh! Call on his name!  Make his doings known among the peoples. 2 Sing to 
him, sing praises to him!  Tell of all his marvelous works.  3 Glory in his holy name.  Let the heart 
of those who seek Yahweh rejoice. 4 Seek Yahweh and his strength.  Seek his face forever more. 
5 Remember his marvelous works that he has done:  his wonders, and the judgments of his 
mouth, 6 you offspring of Abraham, his servant, you children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 7 He is 
Yahweh, our God. 
  

Thought 
 

The psalm starts with many instructions:  give thanks, call, make his doings known, sing, praise, 
tell of his works, glory in his name, rejoice, seek, and remember.  Different ideas stand out at 
different times in my life.  What stood out this time was, “Make his doings known. . .”.    When I 
was younger, I assumed that meant to tell the Bible stories about God to other people.  I am no 
longer sure it is just about Bible stories though.  I wonder if it wouldn’t be more authentic to tell 
people about how God is at work in my life instead of only telling about how God was at work 
in, say, Abraham’s life.     

 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord God, help me understand that you are still at work and moving in our lifetime.  Help me to 
understand that the Bible stories aren’t locked in the past, but are current and on-going.  Help 
me to see the work of your hand in my life. 
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God’s Handiwork 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Psalm 19 
The heavens declare the glory of God.  The expanse shows his handiwork.  2 Day after day they 
pour out speech, and night after night they display knowledge.  3 There is no speech nor 
language, where their voice is not heard.  4 Their voice has gone out through all the earth, their 
words to the end of the world.  
 

Thought 
 

The idea that one can see God in nature has become clichéd; that does not mean, however, 
that it isn’t true.  I think what is true, though, is that we’ve stopped looking and we have 
stopped stopping.  The lens through which we see the world these days is the phone.  Even the 
thoughts we have about what we see are mediated through the filter of expected reactions on 
social media.  The last time we were camping, one of the campers with us would lie down on 
the picnic table and spend time staring at the stars.  Without the phone.  Without the opinion 
of others telling her how to think about the stars.  Just looking with her own eyes and thinking 
with her own brain.  Who knows, it might be worth a try to open your eyes to God’s handiwork.   
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Heavenly God open our eyes to your handiwork that surrounds us.  Help us see that your 
handiwork stretches to the end of the world. 
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God’s Law 
Friday, March 5, 2021  

 
Scripture 

 
Psalm 19 
Yahweh’s law is perfect, restoring the soul. Yahweh’s covenant is sure, making wise the simple. 
8 Yahweh’s precepts are right, rejoicing the heart.  Yahweh’s commandment is pure, 
enlightening the eyes.  9 The fear of Yahweh is clean, enduring forever.  Yahweh’s ordinances 
are true, and righteous altogether. 10 They are more to be desired than gold, yes, than much 
fine gold, sweeter also than honey and the extract of the honeycomb.  11 Moreover your 
servant is warned by them.  In keeping them there is great reward.  12 Who can discern his 
errors?  Forgive me from hidden errors. 
 

Thought 
 
It is not surprising that scripture readings get repeated, sometimes for days.  Just like listening 
to a song you enjoy more than one time, there is joy in seeing something new or something 
different in a favorite passage.  Look at some of the key words here – restoring, making wise, 
rejoicing, enlightening, and more.  These are some of the benefits of following God’s Law.  Even 
better, is God’s forgiveness when we are not aware that we are in error.   
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord God, help us carry your Law in our hearts so that each day we rejoice, are restored, made 
wise, and enlightened.  And Lord, forgive us from hidden errors.  
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“Listen to Him” 
Saturday, March 6, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Mark 9:2-8 
5 Peter answered Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let’s make three tents: one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 For he didn’t know what to say, for they were very afraid. 
7 A cloud came, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved 
Son. Listen to him.”  8 Suddenly looking around, they saw no one with them any more, except 
Jesus only. 
 

Thought 
 
You’ve gotta love Peter.  He just jumps in with the first thought in his mind and goes for it.  He 
takes the heat because he says what he’s thinking instead of just thinking it which gives cover 
for the rest of us.  Take this – Jesus is transfigured, meeting with Elijah and Moses – and Peter 
wants to make it into something else.  For the second time in Mark’s Gospel there is a voice 
from the heavens, this time saying, “Listen to him.”  There’s some advice we all could use!  
Imagine listening first instead of speaking first.   
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, open our ears that we may hear.  And, thank you for the Peter’s in our world who are 
always ready to act and speak.  Without them, what would get done? 
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Commandments? 
Sunday, March 7, 2021, Third Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture 

 
Exodus 20:1-17 
God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  3 “You shall have no other gods before me.  4 “You shall 
not make for yourselves an idol, nor any image of anything that is in the heavens above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 5 you shall not bow yourself 
down to them, nor serve them, for I, Yahweh your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children, on the third and on the fourth generation of those who hate me, 
6 and showing loving kindness to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
 

Thought 
 

Here we have the beginning of the 10 Commandments, a list of “Thou Shalt Nots” with which 
most of us are familiar.  They are so familiar, in fact, that we’ve mostly stopped hearing them 
and would be hard pressed to list all 10 from memory.  Jesus summed up the commandments 
and a host of other laws by saying “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”   
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Dear Lord, open me up to your commandments.  Help me carry them in my heart in such a way 
that they restore and enlighten me.   
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60 Cubits X 20 Cubits X 30 Cubits 
Monday, March 8, 2021 

 
Scripture 

1 Kings 6:1-4, 21-22 
In the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel had come out of the land of 
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month Ziv, which is the second 
month, he began to build Yahweh’s house. 2 The house which king Solomon built for Yahweh 
had a length of sixty cubits, and its width twenty, and its height thirty cubits. 3 The porch in 
front of the temple of the house had a length of twenty cubits, which was along the width of 
the house. Ten cubits was its width in front of the house. 4 He made windows of fixed lattice 
work for the house. 
 

Thought 
 
My first thought is how difficult it would be to preach a sermon on this passage.  Notice all the 
specific details.  The exact year and month the construction occurred, how far it was into 
Solomon’s reign, the precise dimensions not only of the building but of the porch and the 
description of the latticed windows.  When it came to building the Lord’s house, Solomon left 
nothing to chance.  We know from writings elsewhere that the human body is also considered 
to be the House of God.  How carefully have we built our temple?  Are there parts of my temple 
that could stand a make-over or a little sprucing up? 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord, let me see myself and everyone around me as temples that house you.  Then, let me treat 
temple I meet with dignity and respect. 
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Cleaning House 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
2 Chronicles 29:1-11, 16-19 
16 The priests went into the inner part of Yahweh’s house to cleanse it, and brought out all the 
uncleanness that they found in Yahweh’s temple into the court of Yahweh’s house. The Levites 
took it from there to carry it out to the brook Kidron. 17 Now they began on the first day of the 
first month to sanctify, and on the eighth day of the month they came to Yahweh’s porch. They 
sanctified Yahweh’s house in eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they 
finished.  
 

Thought 
 
In the previous reflection, I mentioned the idea that the human body has been thought of as a 
temple for God.  And, like the brick and mortar temple, there are times when it needs to be 
cleaned out and re-sanctified.  During Lent, many of us give up something we enjoy and 
therefore, take part in a kind of cleansing and re-dedication.  So, if you haven’t done it yet, 
consider your temple and the shape it’s in.  What needs to be brought out and hauled to the 
dump?   
   

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, guide me during this season of Lent to see myself clearly and help me to purge those 
things within me that keep me separate from you. 
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Turning the Tables 
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Mark 11:15-19  
15 They came to Jerusalem, and Jesus entered into the temple, and began to throw out those 
who sold and those who bought in the temple, and overthrew the money changers’ tables, and 
the seats of those who sold the doves. 16 He would not allow anyone to carry a container 
through the temple. 17 He taught, saying to them, “Isn’t it written, ‘My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all the nations?’ But you have made it a den of robbers!” 18 The chief 
priests and the scribes heard it, and sought how they might destroy him. For they feared him, 
because all the multitude was astonished at his teaching.  19 When evening came, he went out 
of the city. 
 

Thought 
 
There seems to be a pattern here.  This house cleaning is a little different though.  The money 
changers, those who sold sacrificial animals, the chief priests and scribes represent established 
religion.  What happened in the temple took place under their supervision.  When faced with 
Jesus’ anger, they sought a way to destroy him.  Skip ahead several thousand years.  How would 
those in power react if someone showed up and began to empty the churches of anything that 
prevented them from being houses of prayer for all the nations? 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord God, guide your church and the members of your church.  Help each of us to be a “house 
of prayer for all the nations.” 
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Give Thanks; Say So 
Thursday, March 11, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
1 Give thanks to Yahweh, for he is good, for his loving kindness endures forever.  2 Let the 
redeemed by Yahweh say so, whom he has redeemed from the hand of the adversary, 3 and 
gathered out of the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
 

Thought 
 
There are times when I read a passage and my first thought is, “Move along, nothing here to 
see.”  Often that reaction is because an idea is so familiar it’s lost its meaning.  just want to skip 
along to something new.  There is value and comfort in pausing to reconsider familiar ideas.  
What is not to like about the LORD’s “loving kindness lasts forever?” What’s not comforting 
about the idea that God gathers to himself those who are redeemed from the four corners of 
the Earth?  And God’s expectation for us:  Giving thanks and speaking of God’s goodness. 
 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, open our eyes when we read scripture.  Open us to the leading of the Holy Spirit and 
let us speak about your goodness. 
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Grace and Will 
Friday, March 12, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Ephesians 1:7-14 
7 . . . in him we have our redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he made to abound toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence, 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure. . . 
 

Thought 
  
Two ideas caught my attention in this short passage.  The first is “according to the riches of his 
grace.”  The second is “the mystery of his will.”  It took me years to wrap my mind around the 
depth and breadth of grace.  I started like a lot of people with the contradictory notion that I 
was somehow to earn grace.  Also, like a lot of people, I started by trying to figure out what God 
wanted me to do with my life.  I’m only now beginning to understand that grace is an 
unconditional gift and that God’s will for my life might be something as simple as living in such a 
way that others see God at work in me. 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, thank you for the gift of grace.  May I practice grace in the same way that I receive it.  
And, guide me to live in such a way that I am transparent, and you are visible through my words 
and actions. 
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You Want Us to Do What? 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
John 3:1-13 
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 The same came 
to him by night, and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no 
one can do these signs that you do, unless God is with him.”  3 Jesus answered him, “Most 
certainly, I tell you, unless one is born anew, he can’t see God’s Kingdom.” 
 

Thought 
 
Most of us know the rest of the passage.  Nicodemus is confused because he takes Jesus’ 
message literally and cannot fathom a grown man like himself returning to his mother’s womb.  
I’m not sure if John wants us to laugh or cry.  I do know that there are times when I find an idea 
difficult to understand.  When I have trouble grasping a thought, the last thing I need is for the 
teacher to throw up his or her hands and give up.  We are not told if Nicodemus ever grasps the 
idea of being born anew, but I hope there was a teacher to help him understand the idea 
planted by Jesus. 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, when we are ready to learn, provide the teacher who will guide us with care and 
understanding until we also understand. 
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Judgement 
Sunday, March 14, 2021, Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture 

 
John 3:14-21 
19 This is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness 
rather than the light; for their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the light, 
and doesn’t come to the light, lest his works would be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his works may be revealed, that they have been done in God.” 
 

Thought 
 
The temptation when I read a passage like this is to imagine all the people I know that Jesus 
must be talking about.  When I find myself in that frame of mind, I have to stop and turn my 
gaze inward.  We know from an earlier passage by the Apostle Paul that we all have sinned.  
There is darkness as well as light within me.  A passage like this makes me examine what part of 
myself I am keeping in the dark and separate from God.  My goal then is to move that part of 
myself from the dark into the light.   
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, remind me that my relationship with you is on-going and evolving.  When I discover 
a part of myself that is still in darkness, guide me so that I may bring it into the light. 
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The Straight Way 
Monday, March 15, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Psalm 107:1-16 
4 They wandered in the wilderness in a desert way. They found no city to live in. 5 Hungry and 
thirsty, their soul fainted in them.  6 Then they cried to Yahweh in their trouble, and he 
delivered them out of their distresses, 7 he led them also by a straight way, that they might go 
to a city to live in.  8 Let them praise Yahweh for his loving kindness, for his wonderful deeds to 
the children of men!  9 For he satisfies the longing soul. He fills the hungry soul with good. 
 

Thought 
 

One occupational hazard of being an English teacher is that I read everything like an English 
teacher.  I can’t help but see symbolism.  Wilderness represents chaos and the city represents 
order.  Whether you live in the wilderness or a city you know this isn’t necessarily true.  The 
wilderness can be peaceful and calm, and cities can be quite disorderly and chaotic.  It’s 
important not to get hung up on a distraction but rather to see that God leads his people from 
chaos to order “by a straight way.”  
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Dear God, when we find ourselves in chaos, lead us to the calm and light by the straight way.  
Satisfy the longing of our souls and fill our hungry souls with good. 
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Choice 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Psalm 107:1-16 
10 Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron, 11     
because they rebelled against the words of God, and condemned the counsel of the Most High. 
12 Therefore he brought down their heart with labor.  They fell down, and there was no one to 
help.  13 Then they cried to Yahweh in their trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses. 
14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and broke away their chains. 
15 Let them praise Yahweh for his loving kindness, for his wonderful deeds to the children of 
men! 
 

Thought 
 
I cannot imagine finding myself in this state.  Sitting in darkness, in the shadow of death, bound 
by illness and chains sounds like my worst nightmare.  This symbolic description portrays the 
predicament of individuals who have turned their back on God.  The earlier passage from John 
3: 14 points out that humans often choose to sit in darkness and avoid the light.  That’s why, 
even though the circumstance seems hopeless, it is not.  As soon as they cry to God, they are 
saved, brought into the light, and freed of their chains.  We make many choices each day.  
Where are your choices leading?  
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, surround me with your love and care.  Lead me away from the darkness, death and 
chains of rebelling against you and into the light, life and freedom of your grace. 
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Imagine This. . . 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Isaiah 60:15-22 
17 For bronze I will bring gold; for iron I will bring silver; for wood, bronze, and for stones, iron. 
I will also make peace your governor, and righteousness your ruler.  18 Violence shall no more 
be heard in your land, nor desolation or destruction within your borders; but you will call your 
walls Salvation, and your gates Praise.  19 The sun will be no more your light by day; nor will the 
brightness of the moon give light to you, but Yahweh will be your everlasting light, and your 
God will be your glory. 
 

Thought 
 

How do you describe the indescribable?  You resort to metaphor.  Metaphors allow a writer to 
show the unimaginable using the imaginable.  I once watched a James Bond movie with a friend 
who took everything literally.  Every time Bond did something miraculous, he complained about 
it being impossible.  Every hair-raising escape couldn’t have possibly happened that way. The 
next time I went to a movie, I went with someone else.  I like letting my imagination run and I 
enjoy the thrill.  Just imagine Governor Peace.  President Righteousness.  Imagine calling the 
borders Salvation and the entryways Praise.  And, instead of the sun and moon, there is the 
light of Yahweh.  Could it happen?  I don’t know, but I like imagining what it would be like. 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord God, thank you for the gift of imagination.  Guide us to use our imagination to see the 
possibilities of a world where you are the ruler, the walls, the gate, and the light. 
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Clean, Restore, Uphold 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
 

Psalm 51:1-12 
9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all of my iniquities.  10 Create in me a clean heart, O 
God.  Renew a right spirit within me.  11 Don’t throw me from your presence, and don’t take 
your Holy Spirit from me.  12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation.  Uphold me with a willing 
spirit. 
 

Thought 
 

King David is the kind of man that should give the rest of us hope.  Even though he was deeply 
flawed, God still found a way to work through him.  This, for example is a Psalm of David 
written after one of his indiscretions.  Like each one of us, he asks for the forgiveness of his sins 
and asks to be restored and upheld.  Imagine how poor our lives would be without the many 
Psalms attributed to David’s authorship.    
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, create in me a clean heart.  Restore me to the joy of your salvation and uphold me 
with a willing spirit. 
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The Great High Priest 
Friday, March 19, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Hebrews 4:14-5:4 
14 Having then a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 
let’s hold tightly to our confession. 15 For we don’t have a high priest who can’t be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, but one who has been in all points tempted like we are, yet 
without sin. 16 Let’s therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and may find grace for help in time of need. 
 

Thought 
 

Here Jesus is portrayed as the ultimate high priest.  The high priest of the temple could only 
enter the Holy of Holies once a year, and had to hold himself aloof from those in mourning or 
suffering to prevent himself from accidentally becoming unclean.  In other words, he was 
unavailable just when his reassurance and comfort were most needed.  Jesus, on the other 
hand, is the great high priest who is always in God’s presence and is free to embrace all people 
all the time.  We are bold to approach the throne of grace because we do not fear being 
rejected. 
 

 
 

Prayer 
  
Dear Lord, thank you for Jesus, the great high priest, who is always available and ready when 
we approach.  Grant us mercy and grace for help in our time of need. 
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Two Rights Don’t Make a ? 
Saturday, March 20, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
John 12:1-11 
3 Therefore Mary took a pound of ointment of pure nard, very precious, and anointed Jesus’s 
feet and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. 4 
Then Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of his disciples, who would betray him, said, 5 “Why 
wasn’t this ointment sold for three hundred denarii, and given to the poor? 
 

Thought 
 

We have two characters in this scene who are worth watching.  There’s Mary who anoints 
Jesus’ feet with precious ointment, then wipes his feet with her hair.  There’s Judas, who 
witnesses the anointing and is righteously indignant about a wasteful gesture that could have 
helped the poor.  I want to say that I would be more like Mary, but I have to say, I get Judas’ 
reaction.  How often have we witnessed or been responsible for misplaced indignation? 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, help me to become more discerning.  Help me to see the actions of others for what 
they are and not through some projection of my own failings. 
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For They Will All Know Me 
Sunday, March 21, 2021, Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture 

 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” says 
Yahweh: “I will put my law in their inward parts, and I will write it in their heart.  I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.  34 They will no longer each teach his neighbor, and every 
man teach his brother, saying, ‘Know Yahweh;’ for they will all know me, from their least to 
their greatest,” says Yahweh:  “for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more.” 
 

Thought 
 

As we approach Easter Sunday, my thoughts turn to what it means to belong.  So much of 
organized religion is about setting boundaries and deciding who is in and who is out.  The 
covenant described here brings everyone in. “. . . for they will all know me, from their least to 
their greatest. . .”.  How different would our world be if we really were brothers and sisters and 
if we stopped defining who was “other.” 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, thank you for bringing us into a covenant relationship with you.  Thank you for the 
grace of forgiving our iniquities and for remembering our sin no more.  May we look on others 
as family and neighbors and not as strangers. 
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The Gift of the Law 
Monday, March 22, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Psalm 119:9-16 
9 How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your word.  10 With my 
whole heart, I have sought you.  Don’t let me wander from your commandments. 11 I have 
hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.  12 Blessed are you, Yahweh. 
Teach me your statutes. 
 

Thought 
 
Psalm 119, the longest of the Psalms, celebrates God giving the Torah or The Law to Moses and 
thus to the Hebrews.  It is part of the journey that transformed the Hebrews into The Chosen 
People.  The Psalm is used to celebrate Shavuot which in English is Pentecost.  We freedom 
lovers are uncomfortable with laws – they limit us.  How is this law that teaches us the way to 
live in relationship with God and each other different? 
    

 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord God, don’t let me wander from your commandments.  Let those commandments become 
part of my heart and not my head so that I can live in a relationship with you and those around 
me that is pure and not calculated. 
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The Holy Spirit 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Acts 2:14-24 
15 For these aren’t drunken, as you suppose, seeing it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But 
this is what has been spoken through the prophet Joel:  17 ‘It will be in the last days, says God, 
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.  Your sons and your daughters will prophesy.  Your 
young men will see visions.  Your old men will dream dreams. 
 

Thought 
 

In the previous “Thought” I mentioned that Psalm 119 is used during Shavuot to celebrate 
God’s gift of the Law to the Hebrew people.  I also mentioned that the English name for 
Shavuot is Pentecost.  In this passage, we have the first glimpse of Pentecost – the Christian 
holiday that celebrates God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to all of humanity.  The Holy Spirit isn’t here 
to replace the Law, however, it’s here to fulfill the Law.  Could this be the meaning when 
Jeremiah writes (see Sunday’s “Thought”) “. . .says Yahweh: ‘I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and I will write it in their heart.’”? 
   

 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord God, thank you for all the ways you’ve made available for us to be in a relationship with 
you.  Help us to be attentive to the leading of your Spirit. 
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The Time Has Come. . . 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
John 12:20-33 
23 Jesus answered them, “The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Most 
certainly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself 
alone. But if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 He who loves his life will lose it. He who hates his life 
in this world will keep it to eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, let him follow me. Where I am, 
there my servant will also be. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 
 

Thought 
 

“The time has come. . .”  Jesus is saying that the time of crucifixion has come.  As he often does 
when he wants to explain a difficult idea, Jesus resorts to the metaphorical language of the 
parable.  Any gardener will understand the idea that one planted seed yields much fruit.  The 
temptation then is to switch back to a literal reading when we see the words about how 
“loving” your life causes you to lose it and “hating” your life means you’ll keep it.  From a 
metaphorical point of view, loving your life is to put yourself at the center instead of God while 
hating your life is to put God at the center instead of yourself.  Jesus, in saying that the time has 
come, is putting God and not himself at the center of his own life.  And, what is true for Jesus is 
also true for us:  to keep our life, we must put God and not ourselves at its center.     
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, help us to keep our lives centered on you, your teachings, your grace, your mercy and 
your love.  Let us live in such a way that you are visible at the center of our lives. 
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The Cornerstone 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 

 
Scripture 

 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness.  I will enter into them.  I will give thanks to Yahweh. 
20 This is the gate of Yahweh; the righteous will enter into it.  21 I will give thanks to you, for 
you have answered me, and have become my salvation.  22 The stone which the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone.  23 This is Yahweh’s doing.  It is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that Yahweh has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in it!  
 

Thought 
 
A few weeks back, I mentioned that I pay attention to words or images that catch my attention.  
In this excerpt, I focused on verse 22.  One would assume that the builders are experts smart 
enough to know what they are doing. In this case, however, they have rejected the stone which 
became the cornerstone.  Since this is metaphoric language, the question becomes “Who are 
the builders?” and “What is the cornerstone that was rejected?”  The Gospel writers all point to 
Jesus as the cornerstone rejected by the leaders of Judaism.  Psalm 118 was written prior to 
Jesus life; what could the original rejected cornerstone have been?  
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Loving God, open our eyes so that we don’t mistakenly reject you and yours.  Thank you for 
answering our prayers and for opening the gates of salvation to each one of us.  As the Psalmist 
says, “This is a day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it!” 
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Children of God 
Friday, March 26, 2021 

 

Scripture 
 

Philippians 2:12-18 
12 So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is 
God who works in you both to will and to work, for his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without 
complaining and arguing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God 
without defect in the middle of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you are seen 
as lights in the world, 16 holding up the word of life. . . 
 

Thought 
 

Maybe it’s ego, but we like to think we’re facing something for the first time and that no one 
has had to suffer what we’ve had to suffer.  Then we read Paul’s admonition to become 
children of God in the middle of a crooked and perverse generation.  So, we aren’t the first and 
only ones trying to live by God’s Law in the middle of lawlessness.  What does it mean for us 
today, then, to be seen as lights in the world?  What does it mean, today, to hold up the word 
of life? 
 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord God, grant us the strength and wisdom to live today as children of God.  Let each of us life 
so that your light shines through our words and actions.  Let us live in such a way that our 
presence reminds others of you. 
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Open My Eyes 
Saturday, March 27, 2021 

 

Scripture 
 

Mark 10:32-34, 46-52 
46 They came to Jericho. As he went out from Jericho, with his disciples and a great multitude, 
the son of Timaeus, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the road. 47 When he heard that 
it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out, and say, “Jesus, you son of David, have mercy 
on me!” 48 Many rebuked him, that he should be quiet, but he cried out much more, “You son 
of David, have mercy on me!”  49 Jesus stood still, and said, “Call him.”  They called the blind 
man, saying to him, “Cheer up! Get up. He is calling you!”  50 He, casting away his cloak, sprang 
up, and came to Jesus.  51 Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind 
man said to him, “Rabboni, that I may see again.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your faith 
has made you well.” Immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus on the way. 
 

Thought 
 

Time and again, I’m reminded that that Biblical language often points beyond the obvious.  
Bartimaeus is blind and he is noisy; he makes such a racket that Jesus stops what he is doing. 
When Jesus restores his sight, Bartimaeus follows him on the way.  Not all blindness, however, 
is physical.  What’s going on in this world that I am blind to?  Do I have enough sense to call on 
Jesus for help?  Who are the ones around me saying, “hush” and suggesting that I’m not 
welcome?  

 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord God, open my eyes that I may see you in the world around me and having seen, give me 
the courage to follow you. 
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Blessed is He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord 
Sunday, March 28, 2021, Liturgy of the Palms 

 
Scripture 

 
John 12:12-16 
12 On the next day a great multitude had come to the feast. When they heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem, 13 they took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet him, 
and cried out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel!” 
14 Jesus, having found a young donkey, sat on it. As it is written, 15 “Don’t be afraid, daughter 
of Zion. Behold, your King comes, sitting on a donkey’s colt.” 16 His disciples didn’t understand 
these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things 
were written about him, and that they had done these things to him. 
  

Thought 
 

When I was much younger, Palm Sunday was one of those special days in the life of the church.  
I got to do something different than just sit still, be quiet, and avoid embarrassing my parents.  
Some 50 years on, what I notice is the contrast.  Jesus is welcomed by some of Jerusalem’s 
citizens as a king who comes in the name of the Lord. His disciples, on the other hand, are 
confused and only get it after Jesus death and resurrection.  How often we insiders fail to 
understand something while others see it for exactly what it is?   
   

 
 

Prayer 
 
Dear God, open our eyes so that we recognize you.  Give us vision to see you in others and in 
the events that surround us. 



With one exception, the passages used in this devotional are from the  
World English Bible.  The World English Bible is not copyrighted. 

42 
 

What?  Me Too? 
Monday, March 29, 2021, Monday of Holy Week 

 
Scripture 

 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
1 “Behold, my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights: I have put my 
Spirit on him.  He will bring justice to the nations.  2 He will not shout, nor raise his voice, nor 
cause it to be heard in the street.  3 He won’t break a bruised reed.  He won’t quench a dimly 
burning wick.  He will faithfully bring justice.  4 He will not fail nor be discouraged, until he has 
set justice in the earth, and the islands wait for his law.”  
 

Thought 
 
It would be really easy to say that in this passage, Isaiah is talking about Jesus, the prophesied 
messiah.  That way, these characteristics are Jesus’ problem and not my business.  If I am God’s 
servant, though, wouldn’t God’s Spirit be on me too?  Shouldn’t I act to bring justice to the 
nations?  Shouldn’t I walk through life calmly without creating destruction?  Should I not give 
up or become discouraged, but work toward justice for all my days?   
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, move me toward that idea that I am to live my life in such a way that it becomes 
obvious to others that your Spirit is on me.  Teach me to be your servant who works to bring 
justice to the nations, even if it is only one person at a time. 
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“I Came to This Time for This Cause 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021, Tuesday of Holy Week 

 
Scripture 

 
John 12:20-36 
27 “Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this time?’ But I came to 
this time for this cause. 28 Father, glorify your name!”  Then a voice came out of the sky, 
saying, “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.”  29 Therefore the multitude who stood 
by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”  30 Jesus 
answered, “This voice hasn’t come for my sake, but for your sakes. 31 Now is the judgment of 
this world. Now the prince of this world will be cast out. 32 And I, if I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
 

Thought 
 
Jesus lived his life in such a way that God was transparent through him.  His life is a model of 
the kind of life we are called to live.  If our soul is troubled, that doesn’t mean we should back 
off and give up.  Our prayer shouldn’t be Father save me from this, but Father give me courage; 
glorify your name.  Jesus’ life was not lived for his sake, but for our sake so that we have an 
example to follow.  And, by living our life after the model of his life, we draw people to him.   
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, keep Jesus’ example before us each day that we live; guide us to make the kind of 
choices Jesus would make.  Keep us asking, “What would Jesus do?” Then, give us the courage 
to do it. 
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A Tale of Two Betrayals 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021, Wednesday of Holy Week 

 
Scripture 

 
John 13:21-32 
21 When Jesus had said this, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, “Most certainly I tell you 
that one of you will betray me.”  22 The disciples looked at one another, perplexed about 
whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was at the table, leaning against 
Jesus’ breast. 24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, and said to him, “Tell us who it is of 
whom he speaks.”  25 He, leaning back, as he was, on Jesus’ breast, asked him, “Lord, who is 
it?” 
 

Thought 
 
The rest of the passage makes it obvious that the one who will betray Jesus is Judas. Note that 
it is Peter who pursues the issue.  This caught my attention because all four Gospels tell that 
Peter, too, betrayed Jesus.  Three times.  Both Judas and Peter are part of Jesus’ inner circle; 
their betrayal must cut deeply.  While both disciples regret their betrayal, their responses to the 
regret are so different.  Judas takes his own life and dies in ignominy, forever shunned, while 
Peter repents and becomes the acknowledged leader of this movement.  What did Peter 
recognize that Judas did not?   
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, thank you for your grace, even in the face of betrayal.  Forgive us our trespasses, 
especially the hidden ones we’re not even aware of.   
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Feet Washing 
Thursday, April 1, 2021, Maundy Thursday 

 
Scripture 

 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he came from God, 
and was going to God, 4 arose from supper, and laid aside his outer garments. He took a towel 
and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into the basin, and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
 

Thought 
 
If there is a better example of what it means to be a servant leader, I don’t know what it is.  
Jesus is showing us, by example, what his life represents.  He willingly sets aside all ideas of 
being too good, too important, or too exalted and goes about the humble exercise of washing 
the feet of his disciples.  How often have I not done something because I thought it was 
beneath me?  More than I’d like to admit. 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord God, help me set aside my ego and help me recognize that any task that promotes and 
benefits humanity is a worthy task. 
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Behold Your Son; Behold, Your Mother! 
Friday, April 2, 2021, Good Friday 

 

Scripture 
 

John 18:1-19:42 
25 But standing by Jesus’ cross were his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 26 Therefore when Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he 
loved standing there, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour, the disciple took her to his own home.  28 
After this, Jesus, seeing that all things were now finished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 
said, “I am thirsty.” 29 Now a vessel full of vinegar was set there; so they put a sponge full of 
the vinegar on hyssop, and held it at his mouth. 30 When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head, and gave up his spirit. 
 

Thought 
 

I’m struck by the touching scene in the middle of this passage.  Jesus is hanging from the cross, 
approaching the moment of his death when he commits a final selfless act.  He brings his 
beloved disciple and his mother together and joins them as family.  Isn’t that what Jesus does 
for each of us.  All across the world are people I’ve never met who are my brothers and sisters, 
my family, in Christ.   
 

 
 

Prayer 
  

Lord, it’s easy to talk about how we are all family.  Guide each of our lives so that we move 
closer to making that a reality, so that we treat one another with the kind of love that exists in 
families that transcends everyday emotions.  
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Joseph and Nicodemus 
Saturday, April 3, 2021, Holy Saturday 

 
Scripture 

 
John 19:38-42 
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews, asked of Pilate that he might take away Jesus’ body. Pilate gave him permission. He came 
therefore and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred Roman pounds. 40 So they took Jesus’ 
body, and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. 41 Now 
in the place where he was crucified there was a garden. In the garden was a new tomb in which 
no man had ever yet been laid. 42 Then because of the Jews’ Preparation Day (for the tomb 
was near at hand) they laid Jesus there. 
  

Thought 
 
It is interesting to me that at this juncture we meet Nicodemus again.  I cannot imagine what 
must have been running through his mind or the mind of Joseph of Arimathea.  It’s interesting 
too that the disciples, Jesus’ inner circle, are missing.  The care with which Joseph and 
Nicodemus prepared Jesus’ body shows respect, but there must have been some 
disappointment too.  Were they expecting more?  Now what? 
 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, thank you for tomorrow.  Unlike Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, we know the 
rest of the story.  Thank you for the empty tomb. 


