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Pastor’s Perspective
I love it when Facebook memories
pop up. They usually feature my
grandchildren and remind me of
their younger selves. This week pictures popped up of Piper at our live
nativities in years past and I was
again in awe of her love for Jesus.
She loves pictures of Him. She loves the
baby in the manger. She loves the stories
about Him. When she was younger, she was so enamored with the baby Jesus that He rarely stayed in
the manger. More often He was in her back pack
going to school with her or in her toolbox going to
work with her or in her Doc McStuffins medical cart
making emergency calls with her. Every chance she
got at our live nativity in the memory that popped
us yesterday, she had the baby out of the manger
holding him. It was very sweet then and still is. She
does not yet get the spiritual significance of her
action. Hopefully, what she lives out in her childhood play will be the foundation of a lifetime of
loving Jesus. But even now, she is teaching me. I
began to wonder how my days would be different if
I literally took Jesus with me everywhere I went.
Maybe we should all try taking him from the manger of our nativities each morning and let him influence everything we do and guide our interactions
with everyone we meet. My guess is our eyes would
be opened to the needs of others and that we
would think more before we act. Could the key to
the peace and joy and hope and love we desire really be that simple? It is a start. I hope to see you at
our Christmas Eve service at 6 p.m. (either in person or virtually.)
“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall
lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.”
Isaiah 11:6

December 22, 2020

SERMON SERIES:
A PLACE TO DWELL
Theme: As Christ came to dwell among
us, we too seek a place to dwell.

Dec. 24, 2020 “Home in the World”
John 1:1-14

Dec. 27, 2020 “Reign It In”
Isaiah 61:10-62:3

JOIN US
TUESDAY AT 6:30 PM BIBLE STUDY
(ZOOM)
SUNDAY AT 9 AM BIBLE STUDY
(Fellowship Hall Overflow & ZOOM)
SUNDAY MORNINGS WORSHIP AT
10:30 AM “IN PERSON”
OR ON FACEBOOK:SPUMCHOU
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TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on
Zoom. The study is led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary. The
zoom link is
https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY—Sunday Mornings 9:00 am
John Guest is leading a study of The Meaning of Jesus: Two Visions by Marcus Borg and N.T. Wright. This book was
published in 1999 and was written by two friends (and biblical scholars) who interpret the meaning of Jesus in substantially different ways. One of the strengths of their friendship was their ability to argue with each other strenuously, but
civilly and respectfully. The study will meet again in January, either in person in St. Philip’s UMC Fellowship Hall Overflow or online via Zoom at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings.

Blood Drive—January 7, 2021
The Gulf Coast Red Cross Bloodmobile will be at our church parking lot on January 7th, from 8:30 am
until 4:00 pm. Please come and give blood if you can! Tell your neighbors and friends to come donate
blood too! Everyone who donates will get a free hoodie.

UMW Luncheon
What a wonderful time we had at the United Methodist Women Christmas luncheon! The gifted Karen Wilkson greeted us with her violin as our group met for fellowship, a fabulous lunch prepared
by own resident chef Ryan Pennington and served by our waiters Lyle Tate and Tom Wilkinson, and
some crazy games of bingo! Thank you to Victoria Shephard, Bernice Galloway and Marcie Gruetzmacher for planning our wonderful afternoon!
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Outside Live Nativity
Despite the rainy start to the day, the Live Nativity was a success! Families from the community enjoyed the performance, the refreshments, and most of all getting to pet the animals! Huge thanks
to all those who volunteered to help during the event and make the visitors feel welcome. You can
see more photos and watch the video of one of the performances on our website and Facebook
page.

Our annual Youth Fundraiser is on! The 2021
calendars are beautiful as always and there are
five styles of magnetic notepads to choose
from. Calendars are $10, notepads are $5 and
the proceeds support our SPYRIT Squad Youth
Group. There is a limited quantity, so stop by
the office during the week, the Narthex on
Sundays
or
contact
Ericka
(eharkins@spumchou.org) to reserve one today! Our kids thank you for your support!
All gifts for 2020 must be postmarked by December 31 to be included with your 2020 giving statement. If
you wish to donate to our special Christmas offering benefitting Braes Interfaith Ministries and the Star of
Hope mission, please use the envelope you received in the mail or mark your check “Christmas Offering.” You
can also give to the budget or Christmas offering through our website at spumchou.org/donate.
If you have driven by the church, you may have noticed the tarp on the education building roof. We have had
major leaking in that building, and the Board of Stewards voted to replace that roof. The work is being done
this week. If you would like to make a gift to help with the cost of the roof replacement, please mark your
contribution “Roof.”
Thanks so much for your generosity in 2020. I know the pandemic has put a strain on finances and has left
us with much uncertainty about our economy, but your giving has enabled us to end the year with bills paid
and facility improvements made. So again, thank you. Let’s do it again in 2021. If you have not made your
commitment for 2021, please do so. We will be finalizing our 2021 budget soon.
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Prayer Requests
Please remember these persons in your prayers: Brenda
Ashley, Carla Ayala, Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, Craig
Comer, Dustin Dougan, Margie & Gene Failor, Ruthie
Hurta, Jonathan Myer’s Mother, Lisa O’Hair, Virginia
Oris, Marie Pearce, Bryan Redenius, Joann Reed, Sandra and Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Craig Shepard,
The Straub family, Sylvia Vila and Gilda Wilkson.
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle
Fuller, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance &
Jeffery Wells.

For Our Homebound Members: Walter Boyd, Merlyn
Bruce, Pennie Butler, Becky Edmondson, Bob Ellis,
Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Peggy McGowan
and Barbara Upshaw.
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Brian
Curtis, Barry Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson,
Christopher Szkody, Anthony Vale and Matthew &
Laurie White.
Have a prayer request? Please call Prayer Ministry
Chairperson June Kitchens or call the church office
with your request .

Candlelight and Communion
December 24, 2020
6:00 pm (live and online)
We will begin the service in the sanctuary with wonderful music, an uplifting message and celebration of
Holy Communion. We will end the service in the
prayer garden with candlelighting.
We hope you will join us “in person” or virtually on
facebook:spumchou.org

