
 

 

This Wednesday, we will welcome 
the Fall season, and with it, the pre-
diction of cool front. It won’t be cold, 
but cooler weather will be a nice re-
lief from the heat. These hot summer 
days make the cooler fall days that 
much sweeter. 

As I anticipate this cooler weather, I imagine 
God’s grace falling on us in the same way – bringing 
refreshment for our souls. At times our souls can feel as 
hot and dry as the earth around us. And we begin to 
wonder if there is any life left within us. And then, it 
happens, God’s grace washes over us and we are re-
newed. 

We have an opportunity to be refreshed and renewed 
regularly. We call it worship. Do you remember how it 
was before Covid, when we saw each other more often? 
While we are back at in person worship, we only see 
about half of our congregation each Sunday. The body 
of Christ suffers when we don’t come together regularly. 
I know Covid is still a serious concern, but know we are 
doing all we can to keep our congregation safe during 
worship. We continue to distance and wear masks, so I 
encourage you to make your way back to worship as 
soon as you feel it is right for you. It just is not the same 
without you. Worship is a time to come before God and 
offer our dried and parched lives to praise God and to be 
renewed, refreshed and used by God. Why do we ever 
doubt that God will bring renewal and refreshment to 
God’s creations? God has done so from the beginning 
and will continue to do so. Thanks be to God, who’s 
grace falls over us like gentle, life-giving, cooler 
weather. Hope to see you back in the pews soon. 

And also…. 

I am looking for a few people who are willing to 
use their gifts of creativity to decorate the Pumpkin 
Patch and for a few people who are willing to use 
their gifts to manage our garage sale on Oct. 16 
(must be an early riser.) Please give me a call if you 
can help with either of these opportunities. 
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Our lives don’t just happen to us – we build 
them through our decisions and our actions. 

 

September 26, 2021 
“A Good Cause” 

Esther 7:1-10; 9:20-22 
What are you living for? 

 

October 3, 2021 
 “A Good Practice” 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
What practices keep you grounded? 

GUIDELINES FOR  
IN-PERSON GATHERINGS 

• Given the Covid Delta and Lambda variants, 
masks are required for all indoor gatherings      
at St. Philip’s, regardless of age or vaccination 
status. 

• We encourage all persons who are able to get a 
vaccine to do so. 

• We will continue to use every other pew in the 
sanctuary to allow for safe distancing. 
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  PUMPKINS WILL ARRIVE    

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 2nd at 9 AM!  

October is right around the corner and that 
means one thing – PUMPKINS!  

We need lots of help unloading and selling, so 
be looking at your calendar. This is a major 

fundraiser for our church and a great outreach 
in our community. We have the opportunity to 

meet and get to know our neighbors as they 
come to look for the perfect pumpkins. We 
hope we can count you in to help! Charlsie 

Groom will coordinate weekly sales persons. 
Please go to Sign-Up Genius to volunteer for 

time slots. 

FALL GARAGE SALE  
Saturday, October 16 

 

Mark your calendars! Our Fall Garage Sale is 
happening Saturday, October 16th from 8am un-
til 1 pm. Come browse the variety of items while 
enjoying a warm cup of coffee and the crisp fall 
weather. Or you can 
rent a space for $25 to 
sell your stuff! Please 
call the office at 
713.666.2175 to in-
quire about a space or 
click here to register 
online.  
If you would be willing 
to coordinate this RENT
-A-SPACE event, please 
give Pastor Lisa a call. The coordinator would 
just have to be available the day of the sale to 
check people in at 6 am. Also, if someone would 
like to volunteer to run a church space, we will 
be able to collect things to sell from church 
members.  Proceeds from this garage sale will 
benefit our Outreach Programs. 

SPYRIT Squad Youth September 19, 2021 
How well can you predict the future? Wouldn’t it be nice to have a crystal ball to see what’s 

to come? That's what our students were asked this week.  
We started it out with a fun little game where they divided into two teams, wrote five ques-
tions such as "What's your favorite holiday?" and then tried to 
guess how the other team would answer those five questions. It's 
not as easy as you think! Then we imagined where we might be in 
five years...college, grad school, professional....and then ten 
years...post-grad, maybe married... Then we got serious and turned 

around and went back to think about what we would say to our younger selves. 
"Enjoy the moment."  "Hug that person once more." "Don't stress about that _____" 
We ended the lesson with the kids writing notes to their future self. These are 100% confidential, and they 

were asked to be open, honest and not to share with anyone. The envelopes are now 
sealed and will be safely tucked away to be opened next 
fall. Following a fabulous dinner provided by Shelly Straub, one of 
our parents, the kids ended the night with more volleyball fun. 
We are always looking for volunteers to help with our Youth pro-
gram!  
 

We are planning some fun events for the up-
coming months so if you are interested or want 
more details on how to help, contact Ericka 
Harkins.  eharkins@spumchou.org 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054eaea62da2f58-spumc
https://spumchou.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/3e4d309a-a6be-4faa-a812-d954477044d6
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How has GOD answered YOUR prayers?  
As a way to share our faith with others, we are 
compiling the answered prayers of members of our 
congregation, your families and even friends. Too 
often we see the touch of God in our lives and we 
keep it to ourselves. 
Please take this opportunity to let others see how 
God has been there for YOU in your hour(s) of 
need. You can submit as many answered prayers as 
you wish. Either submit online via our website 
spumchou.org, email them to the church 
office@spumchou.org, or bring them to church on 
a Sunday morning. You can indicate if you want 
them printed with your name or anonymously. By 
sharing how God has answered our prayers and 
changed our lives, we are witnessing God’s love to 
others. 

 

Join us Saturday, Sep-
tember 25, 2021 at 5:30 
P.M. in the courtyard for 
the St. Philip’s UMC Fall 

Church Picnic!  
Bring your picnic dinner 

for an evening of fun, 
fellowship and bingo! 

We will provide drinks and ice cream!  
Interested in helping or  want more info? Email: 

zajicek@spumchou.org 
 

Sunday School for all ages!  

The Fellowship Class is now studying Corinthians! Join us at 9:15 am in Room 
106 as Roy Hollingsworth leads the class.  
 

The Eklektikos Class is exploring the book Scripting Jesus, the Gospels in Rewrite. Please join 
us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall Overflow as we grow in our faith together. 

Class is open to all and meets “in person” and on Zoom. 
 

The Crossroads Class has face-to-face Sunday School at 9:15 am in the Library. 
Our first topic is the church year and how the liturgical calendar helps us remember and cele-
brate God’s work of salvation in our lives and the world.  
 

Kid's Sunday School is here! Kids from Kinder - 12th are welcome to  join us Sundays at 9:15 in Room 102 for 
a exciting Sunday School class complete with fun, crafts and a light snack.  

Raise your joyful voices high! 
Do you need a little more joy in your spiritual life? 
Well, there is no better place to experience it than 
through the singing of God's praises! 

On Thursdays, Chancel Choir 
and Philip's Joy are preparing 
for our fall and Advent season 
of music. We look forward to 
the future with bright eyes 
and open hearts, with new 
music by Susan Naylor Calla-

way, Craig Courtney, Mary McDonald, The Brilliance, and 
John Rutter. Come join us Thursday evenings and Sunday 
mornings in fellowship and music making for safe and 
courageous praises of the Lord! Philip's Joy and Chan-
cel Choir rehearsals are Thursdays at 6:30pm & 7:15pm. 
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

 Healing Prayer Service  
Our bi-weekly Healing Prayer service 
has been temporarily moved to an 
online forum until further notice. 
When we resume meetings, we will 
offer the community a private and 
intimate opportunity for healing 
prayers at 6:30 pm, twice per month, 
on Wednesdays in the Sanctuary. For more information 
about our Prayer Ministry, please click here.  
If you are in need of prayer or healing, please click here 
watch our online prayer service. 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study 
Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The study is 

led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary.   
The zoom link is  https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EXZiGaxtQ


 

 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha Al-
exander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy Ballanfant, 
John & Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & family, Marsha 
Bernardi, Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Terry Bybee & family, 
Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, Susie 
Ebling, Janet Ellis, Sam Garrett, Allen Grant, Bill Gruetz-
macher, Ruthie Hurta, Kevin Lockley, Debbie Matthews, Thel-
ma Nelson, Lisa O’Hair, Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann 
Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan 
Salmas, the Straub family, Diane Straub (Andy’s step-mother), 
and Shane Wooten. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle 
Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris 
Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Becky Ed-
mondson, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, and Ann Link. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, 
Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher 
Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 

Have a prayer request? Please contact Prayer Ministry Chair-
person June Kitchens or the church office with your request. 
You can also click here to submit your prayer request online.  

Prayer Requests 

Hurricane IDA Relief 
The  Texas Annual Conference in collaboration with TXCDR members is collecting relief 

supplies from congregations for distribution to Hurricane Ida survivors in Louisiana.  
Most needed items include baby food, baby products, protein, vegetables/fruit, dry 

goods, and tarps / and tarping supplies.  No clothing items.  Supplemental cleaning kits 
are also needed. Visit https://hopedrtx.org for more information.  Thank you!   

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
5501 Beechnut Street  
Houston, Texas 77096  
Voice 713.666.2175  
Email: office@spumchou.org  
 
Church Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries  
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist  
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  
Susan Smith, Day School Director  
John Guest, Administrative Assistant  
 
Connect with us! 
Website: www.spumchou.org  
Facebook: @spumchou  
Instagram: @spumchou  
YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

St. Philip’s UMC is on YouTube!  
Our 10:30 am online worship service as well 

as other special services and events are 
available on YouTube. You can access the 

link from our website: 
https://spumchou.org/worship or click here. 

or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United 
Methodist Church Houston. 

Please use one of these ways to register 
your attendance on Sundays so we know 

you worshipped with us online: 
1) Install and run the YouTube App, so you 

can join the LiveChat and add a com-
ment to the service. Everyone watching 

will see your comments.  
2) Follow the “Register HERE” link from our 

website to the SPUMC Sunday Service 
Sign-In form, and fill out and submit the 

form. 
You are also invited to worship with us in 

person in our sanctuary.  Masks are strongly 
recommended regardless of age or vaccina-
tion status. Every other pew is marked off to 

allow for safe distancing. 

https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=5d397d72-9ff4-4b3f-bb46-1b6dfe2b88cb&source=20
https://hopedrtx.org
https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
https://spumchou.org/worship
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
https://spumchou.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/7d6067a6-8efc-4ca0-86e6-06ea7c34f8c1

