
 

 

As I meet with various ministry 
teams in our church, I hear frus-
tration over what we lack in re-
sources- people, facilities and 
money. But, think what can hap-
pen if we think of what we have 

rather than what we lack. I share 
with you today an excerpt from Tom 

Berlin’s book, “The Generous Church.” 

“Think about what happens when the church 
lives the generous life that Jesus described as 
the kingdom of God. Such churches have a 
mind-set of abundance. When they do not have 
money, they assume it can be raised if the im-
portance of their endeavor is properly ex-
plained. If they don’t have enough volunteers, 
they find ways to widen the search by asking 
people in the community who may not even 
attend their church. If a member feels called to 
start a new ministry, they encourage the mem-
ber rather than offering reasons it won’t work. 
These churches believe that when God gives a 
vision, resources will follow. They are willing 
to endure the discomfort of the time between 
identifying what they need and receiving what 
God will offer. Like the children of Israel in the 
desert, they would prefer to have all the provi-
sion for the journey up front, but they are con-
tent to pick up the manna day by day, learning 
to trust that God will not forget their needs as 
they follow God’s will.” 

Let’s grow to be such a “generous church” 
even as we maneuver through a very difficult 
season of life. 
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NEW GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON  
GATHERINGS 

• Masks are required for all indoor gath-
erings, given the Covid variants. 

• We encourage all persons who are able 
to get a vaccine to do so. 

• We will continue to use every other 
pew in the sanctuary for a while longer. 

SEPTEMBER SERMON SERIES: A GOOD LIFE 

 

 

 

 

Our lives don’t just happen to us –  
we build them through our decisions and 

our actions. 
Sept. 12 “A Good Mind”  Proverbs 1:20-33 
Sept. 19 “A Good Community”  Proverbs 
31:10-31 
Sept. 26 “A Good Cause” Esther 7:1-10; 
9:20-22 
Oct. 3 “A Good Practice”  Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
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PUMPKINS WILL ARRIVE ON SATURDAY  
OCTOBER 2nd AT 8 AM! 

October is right around the corner and that means one 
thing – PUMPKINS! 

We need lots of help unloading and selling, so be looking at 
your calendar. We will be talking to the scouts, the families 
at our dayschool and the Owl’s Nest, the Gladiators and the 

Lacrosse and Soccer families to solicit their help with this 
project. This is a major fundraiser for our church. And, it is a 
great outreach in our community. We have the opportunity 

to meet and get to know our neigh-
bors as they come to look for the 

perfect pumpkins. So, we hope we 
can count you in to help. We have 
an urgent need for someone to co-
ordinate weekly sales persons, so 

please call the church office to vol-
unteer for this very important job. 

Work Day Sunday August 29th 
Oh what a beautiful day on Sunday!  Not only was the weather nice but we accomplished much 

more than planned.  More windows and doorways were washed than planned.  The Prayer Garden 
was power washed.  The little roof over the bulletin board was sealed so water wouldn't drain into 
the bulletin board.  Weeds were pulled.  A lot of watermelon was eaten!  And, we saw great fellow-

ship with one another too. 
Blessings to Marianne, Diane, Isaias, Robert, Mike, Jan, Ericka, Lisa and our wonderful Youth Group. 

We have a beautiful church!  Let us keep it 
that way so that all can see 

our light shine. - Joe  

FALL GARAGE 
SALE  

OCTOBER 16 
Our annual fall 
garage sale will be 
Saturday, October 
16 from 8 am to 1 
pm. If you would 
be willing to coor-
dinate this RENT-A-SPACE event, please give 
Pastor Lisa a call. We register everyone 
through the church office, so the coordinator 
would just have to be available the day of the 
sale to check people in at  6 am. If someone 
would like to volunteer to run a church space, 
we will be able to collect things to sell from 
church members.  Proceeds from this garage 
sale will benefit our Outreach Programs. 

Financial Report YTD August, 2021 
The finances of our Church are extraordi-
narily strong.  God has been good and so 
has the federal government.  The chanc-

es that this good fortune will continue 
will be totally dependent on the gener-
osity of our members and regular visi-

tors.  Now it is September, time for us to 
begin thinking about how we can make 
even more meaningful contributions in 
the challenging days ahead.  We thank 

you for your giving spirit as we count on 
you in the days ahead. 

 August, 2021 
YTD August, 
2021 

YTD August, 
2020 

Unrestricted Church Income  $   27,290.31   $ 261,732.71   $  235,414.03  

Unrestricted Church Expenses  $   30,123.85   $ 230,846.46   $  230,370.28  

Net Unrestricted Church Income  $   (2,833.54)  $    30,886.25   $      5,043.75  

Day School Receipts  $      1,110.00   $    63,697.50   $    41,209.00  

Day School Expenses  $      4,259.77   $    56,408.54   $    53,055.36  

Day School Net Income  $   (3,149.77)  $      7,288.96   $  (11,846.36) 

Total Other Income (PPP / TWC)  $   31,525.00   $    87,325.00   $    51,400.00  

Total Unrestricted Net Income  $   25,541.69   $ 125,500.21   $    44,597.39  

Endowment Fund Net Income  $      2,585.18   $      4,645.44  
 $        
(967.32) 

Net Income All Activity  $   28,126.87   $ 130,145.65   $    43,630.07  
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TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  
Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The study is 

led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary.   
The zoom link is  https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

Church Picnic & Bingo 
On Saturday, September 25, 2021 @ 
5:30 P.M., St Philip’s UMC is hosting 

a picnic dinner and bingo in the 
courtyard between the Fellowship 

Hall and the Education building. 
Bring your own picnic dinner, and 

we will provide drinks.  
Interested in helping?  

email: dzajicek@spumchou.org 

Sunday School for all ages  
The Fellowship Class is now studying Corinthians! Join us at 9:15 in Room 106 as Roy Hollingsworth leads 
the class.  
The Eklektikos Class is exploring the book Scripting Jesus, the Gospels in Rewrite. We hope you will join us 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall Overflow as we grow in our faith together. Class is open to all 
and meets “in person” and on Zoom.  
The Crossroads Class has face-to-face Sunday School at 9:15 am in the Library. Our topic is the church year 
and how the liturgical calendar helps us remember and celebrate God’s work of salvation in our lives and 
the world.  
KdMin is back at SPUMC! Kids from Kinder - 5th are welcome to  join us Sundays at 9:15 in Room 102 for a 
exciting Sunday School class complete with fun, crafts and a light snack.  

Healing Prayer Service  
Our bi-weekly Healing Prayer service has been tem-
porarily moved to an online forum until further no-
tice. When we resume meetings, we will offer the 
community a private and intimate opportunity for 
healing prayers at 6:30 pm, twice per month, on 

Wednesdays in the Sanctuary. For more about our Prayer Ministry, 
please visit our website: https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care 

If you are in need of prayer or healing, please use the link below to 
watch our online prayer service:

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EXZiGaxtQ 

Hurricane IDA Relief 
The  Texas Annual Conference in collaboration with TXCDR members is collecting relief supplies from congre-
gations for distribution to Hurricane Ida survivors in Louisiana.  Most needed items include baby food, baby 

products, protein, vegetables / fruit, dry goods, and tarps / and tarping supplies.  No clothing items.  Supple-
mental cleaning kits are also needed.  

Visit our website https://spumchou.org  for a link to more information, or https://hopedrtx.org.  Thank you!   

Remember September 11th, 2001 
St. Philip’s UMC will hold a special observance for the 

20th Anniversary of the terrorist attacks on 
9/11/2001.  The church will be open Saturday, Sept 

11th from 8 am to noon, and Sunday, Sept 12th, from 
8 am through our regularly scheduled worship ser-

vice.  We will have a beautiful memorial set up on the 
front lawn along Beechnut and the walkway on the 
West side of the Sanctuary building by the stained 

glass windows and crepe myrtles.  The Narthex and 
Sanctuary will also be open.  We invite you to walk 

the grounds in prayer and reflection as you view the 
pictures, stories, and tributes dedicated to the victims 

and their families. 

Raise your joyful voices high! 
Do you need a little more joy in your spiritual life? 
Well, there is no better place to experience it than 

through the singing of God's praises.  
On Thursdays Chancel Choir and Philip's Joy are pre-
paring for our fall and Advent season of music. We 
are looking forward to the future with bright eyes 
and open hearts, with new music by Susan Naylor 

Callaway, Craig Courtney, Mary McDonald, The Bril-
liance, and John Rutter. Come join us Thursday eve-
nings and Sunday mornings in fellowship and music 
making for safe and courageous praises of the Lord!  
Philip's Joy and Chancel Choir rehearsals are Thurs-

days at 6:30pm & 7:15pm. 
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care?fbclid=IwAR3ExCwGP_tvU2XrrGrZQkQVDQ3K0_hV8Kq-zhFyQVwWz7Dj-1IfwRPm5X4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EXZiGaxtQ&fbclid=IwAR2j3WxKPDNBf-5vdZ5lWZIs_dsYE7VaGYqHnF4pe7BpH3S3vVED1nCzXww


 

 

 
Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha 
Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy Ballan-
fant, John & Rozanne Beery, Jorge & Rosalba Benjume, 
Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Terry Bybee, Trish Carroll, Craig 
Comer, Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, Susie Ebling, Janet El-
lis, Sam Garrett, Allen Grant, Bill Gruetzmacher, Ruthie Hur-
ta, Kevin Lockley, Debbie Matthews, Thelma Nelson, Lisa 
O’Hair, Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, Sandra & 
Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, the 
Straub family, Diane Straub (Andy’s step-mother), and 
Shane Wooten. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle 
Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris 
Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Becky Ed-
mondson, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, and Ann 
Link. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, 
Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher 
Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 

 

DATED MATERIAL — September 8, 2021 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer 
Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or the church 

office with your request. 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is on 
YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service is availa-
ble on YouTube. You can access the link from 
our website: https://spumchou.org/worship  
or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United Meth-
odist Church Houston. 
Please use one of these ways to register your 
attendance, so we know you worshipped with 
us online.  
1) Install and run the YouTube App, so you 

can join the LiveChat and add a comment 
to the service. Everyone watching will see 
your comments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from our 
website to the SPUMC Sunday Service 
Sign-In form, and fill out and submit the 
form. 

You are also invited to worship with us in per-
son in our sanctuary.  Masks are optional if 
you have been fully vaccinated.  Every other 
pew is marked off to allow for social distanc-
ing. 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
5501 Beechnut Street  
Houston, Texas 77096  
Voice 713.666.2175  
Email: office@spumchou.org  
 
Church Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  
Daniel Zajicek, Director of  
Music Ministries  
Ryan Pennington, Organist/ 
Accompanist  
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  
Susan Smith, Day School Director  
John Guest, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
 
Connect with us! 
Website: www.spumchou.org  
Facebook: @spumchou  
Instagram: @spumchou  
YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston  

9/11 Anniversary Memorial  
Click here for event details 

https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
https://www.facebook.com/events/532656171152494?ref=newsfeed

