
 

 

My granddaughter loves playing soft-
ball and I try to watch her play as of-
ten as I can. I especially love the way 
all the fans cheer for all the girls, no 
matter what team they play on. They 
cheer for members of their child’s 
team as well for the members of the 
opposing team. It is refreshing to be 

around people who are less about the win 
and more about the fun of the game. I know it 

won’t always be that way for the girls, but I am loving it 
for now. 

Watching the game reminded me that all of us need peo-
ple around us to urge us on and remind us that we matter 
in this game of life, that our contributions and gifts are 
valued. Sometimes, we need someone to shine the light 
on the dark path up ahead, and cheer us on in an often 
fearsome world. And sometimes we need to be a cheer-
leader and a light for others. 

The apostle Paul was one of the church’s best cheerlead-
ers. So if you, or someone you know, needs some 
“cheering on”, try the advice Paul offered the members 
of the church in Philippi. 

• Rejoice in the Lord always 

• Act boldly, don’t micromanage your life because, in 
a little while, it will all be changed 

• Pray honestly (let your requests be known to God) 

• Reflect on your life – where you have messed up, 
where you have succeeded, and those who have 
supported you – and offer thanks for all of it for it 
has made you who you are – and you are a precious 
child of God. 

• Carry on. It doesn’t matter how long it takes you to 
reach the goal. As long as you stay in the game, you 
have a chance. 

And most of all, remember that on God’s team, WE ARE 
ALL WINNERS! 

The Campanile 
Volume 26,  Issue 20 

Pastor’s Perspective  

October 5, 2021 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

SPUMC GUIDELINES FOR 
 IN-PERSON GATHERINGS 

• Masks are required for all indoor gatherings, 
given the Covid variants. 

• We encourage all persons who are able to get a 
vaccine to do so. 

• We will continue to use every other pew in the 
sanctuary to allow safe distancing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Sermon Series: 
 The Cost of Discipleship 

What does it mean to follow Jesus 
 in our day to day lives? 

 

October 10, 2021 - “Take Up Your Cross” 
Mark 10:17-31 

Taking up your cross begins  
with a conscious decision to pick it up. 

 

October 17, 2021 - “Refocus” 
Mark 10:35-45 

Sometimes we have the wrong idea  
of what it means to follow Jesus. 

 

October 24, 2021 -“Ask For Help” 
Mark 10:46-52 

Following Jesus requires help from 
 our community and from God  
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Trunk or Treat 2021! 
Trunk or Treat at St. Philip's 
is back! Join us on Sunday 
evening, October 31st, in 
the enchanted forest in the 
back parking lot for a 
spooky evening of treats, 

games, and family fun. Members and friends of St. 
Philip's decorate their cars and trunks and will have 
plenty of treats for the little ones. And who knows - 
there may be a few surprises! The event runs from 4 
pm - 5:30 pm and we hope to see you there.  
Trunks will be set up in the Day School parking lot so 
please use the Renwick entrance.  

 PUMPKINS ARE 
HERE! 

 October is here  
and that means  

pumpkins! Come stroll 
among the patch in 

search of that GREAT 
pumpkin!  

We also have an assortment of various gourds and 
mini-pumpkins to choose from. 

It’s also a great spot for fall family photos! 
Pumpkin Patch Hours: 

Sunday-Friday 1 pm-7 pm 
Saturday 10 am-7 pm 

Wheelbarrows will be available to transport pumpkins 
to your vehicle. Prices range from $1 to $60. Credit 

cards accepted on purchases of $20 and greater. 

We have the opportunity to meet and get to know our 
neighbors as they come to look for the perfect  

pumpkins. We hope we can count you in to help!  
Charlsie Groom will coordinate weekly sales persons.  

Please go click here to volunteer for time slots. 

FALL GARAGE SALE  
Mark your calendars! Our Fall 
Garage Sale is happening Satur-
day, October 16th from 8am 
until 1 pm. Come browse the 
variety of items while enjoying 
a warm cup of coffee and the 
crisp fall weather.  Or rent-a-
space for $25 and sell your 
stuff! Register online here or 
you may come to the church to 
submit a form.  
Proceeds from this garage sale will benefit our Out-
reach Programs. 

SPYRIT Squad Youth — October 3rd, 2021 
Drama, drama, drama! At youth this week we 
made crowns and played a quick game of Simon 
Says - drama queen style! Our lesson focused on 
how much drama we encounter in our daily lives, 
how guys and girls deal with it in very different 
ways, and how best to not be affected or influ-
enced by it. After, we were treated to a fabulous 
dinner prepared by Shelly (y'all must get her garlic 
bread recipe!) and we discussed our upcoming 
youth group outing to TopGolf on November 13th. 
We hope to make the scarecrows soon!  
 

Family Movie Night  
October 23rd at 7 pm 

Grab your blankets and 
lawn chairs, and join us 
under the stars for a 
family movie night!  This 
year we will be show-
ing Toy Story of Ter-
ror! and will have pop-
corn and snacks availa-
ble to purchase for you 
to snack on as we follow Woody and Buzz on their latest 
spooky adventure.  After one of the toys goes missing, 
the others find themselves caught up in a mysterious 
sequence of events that must be solved before they all 
suffer the same fate! We hope you will come Saturday 
October 23rd at 7 pm and enjoy the fall evening on the 
lawn by the Sanctuary with your neighbors.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054eaea62da2f58-spumc
https://spumchou.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/3e4d309a-a6be-4faa-a812-d954477044d6


 

 

Volume 26,  Issue 20 Page  3 

TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  
Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. The study is 
led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary.   
The zoom link is  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85443542736?pwd=anNEVUl2WW9jQTVNaVc3MkZubzhvdz09 

Sunday School for all ages  
The Fellowship Class is meeting at 9:15 am in room  106 as Roy Hollingsworth leads the class.  
The Eklektikos Class is exploring the book Scripting Jesus, the Gospels in Rewrite. We hope you will join us 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall Overflow as we grow in our faith together. Class is open to all 
and meets “in person” and on Zoom. 
The Crossroads Class has face-to-face Sunday School at 9:15 am in the Library.  
Kid's Sunday School meets at 9:15 in Room 102 complete with fun, crafts and a light snack.  

Healing Prayer 
Our bi-weekly Healing Prayer ser-
vice has been temporarily moved 
to an online forum until further 
notice. When we resume 
meetings, we will offer the com-
munity a private and intimate op-

portunity for healing prayers at 6:30 pm, twice per 
month, on Wednesdays in the Sanctuary. For more in-
formation about our Prayer Ministry, please click here. If 
you are in need of prayer or healing, click here  to watch 
our online prayer service. 

Manna Bag Ministry 
With so many people in need, we 
continue our Manna Bag program. 
Please bring any of the items listed 
to the church. If you can’t get to 
church, call the office at 
713.666.2175 we will arrange to 
pick up your donation. 

ITEMS IN RED ARE 
URGENTLY NEEDED 

Proteins: 
• Potted meat—2 small cans  
• Tuna—packaged or pop-top 
• Beans– small pop-top cans 
• Vienna sausages—small can 
• Nuts 

Liquids: 
• Bottled water 
• Juice (Capri Sun) or juice box 
• Small cans of V8 
Fruit: 
• Fruit cups 
• Fruit bars 
• Granola bars 
• Fruit Chews 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Packaged Treats: 
• Cookies 
• Goldfish / Cheez-its 
Other: 
• Forks and spoons 
• Travel-size Kleenex 
• Masks 
• Toothbrushes 
• *Travel size* toothpaste 
• Soap 
• Shampoo 
• Lotion 
• Washclothes 
• Socks 
• Handi-wipes 
• Small hand sanitizer 

Financial Update—September 2021 
We have had a marvelous year in many ways, but 
September’s financials look fairly depressing. Our 
identified contributions for September were ex-
pected to be $27,000. Unfortunately, we actually 
received just under $14,400 for September. We 
know times are difficult for many of us, but if the 
spirit moves you and you are able, please be one of 
our generous givers during the month of October.  
And no matter your contribution, please pray for 
the ongoing strength and vitality of our Church. 
Thank you.  

Updated Mission and Vision Statements 
As part of our discussion of being the church in a post-pandemic world, the Board of Stew-
ards has updated our church’s mission and vision statements.   
Our new Mission statement is “Sharing God’s Love with all our Neighbors.”  
Our  new Vision statement is “We will love all people and spread the Light of Christ.”   
These statements represent the new direction that St. Philip’s UMC is moving toward.  More 
to come!  A vote to approve them will be part of the November Charge conference. 

https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EXZiGaxtQ


 

 

DATED MATERIAL — October 5, 2021 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha Alexan-
der, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy Ballanfant, John & 
Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & family, Marsha Bernardi, Averi 
Brown, Philip Bruce, Terry Bybee, Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, 
Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, Susie Ebling, Janet Ellis, Sam Garrett, 
Allen Grant, Bill Gruetzmacher, Ruthie Hurta, Kevin Lockley, Deb-
bie Matthews, Lisa O’Hair, Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, 
Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, the 
Straub family, and Diane Straub (Andy’s step-mother). 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle Fuller, 
Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, and 
Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetzmacher, 
Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Phil McGowan, and 
Thelma Nelson. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, Brian 
Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher Szkody, An-
thony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry Chair-
person June Kitchens or the church office with your request. 
You may also submit prayer requests online here. 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC is on YouTube!  
Our 10:30 am online worship service 
as well as other special services and 

events are available on YouTube. You 
can access the link here. 

or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United 
Methodist Church Houston. 

Please use one of these ways to regis-
ter your attendance on Sundays so we 
know you worshipped with us online: 
1) Install and run the YouTube App, 

so you can join the LiveChat and 
add a comment to the service. 

Everyone watching will see your 
comments.  

2) Follow the “Register HERE” link 
from our website to the SPUMC 
Sunday Service Sign-In form, and 

fill out and submit the form. 
You are also invited to worship with us 
in person in our sanctuary.  Masks are 
strongly recommended regardless of 
age or vaccination status. Every other 

pew is marked off to allow for safe 
distancing. 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
5501 Beechnut Street  
Houston, Texas 77096  
Voice 713.666.2175  
Email: office@spumchou.org  
 
Church Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries  
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist  
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  
Susan Smith, Day School Director  
John Guest, Administrative Assistant  

 
Connect with us! 
Website: www.spumchou.org  
Facebook: @spumchou  
Instagram: @spumchou  
YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston  

https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=5d397d72-9ff4-4b3f-bb46-1b6dfe2b88cb&source=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
https://spumchou.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/7d6067a6-8efc-4ca0-86e6-06ea7c34f8c1
https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q

