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Pastor’s Perspective
The past two years have been challenging ones for all of us. Covid has
forced us to adapt to a changed reality. We put our masks on and keep
our distance from others. It has been
hard for the church, which by its
nature is called to draw close in fellowship, to comfort each other with
hugs and to gather for worship. It is a time
when many have become more comfortable staying at
home. Those who were alone already have become
more alone and often lonely.

October Sermon Series: The Cost of Discipleship

What does it mean to follow Jesus in our day to day lives?
October 24, 2021 “Ask For Help” Mark 10:46-52

Now, more than ever, we must find new ways to be
HOPE in the world. In fact, that is the theme of this
year’s stewardship emphasis. NOW, MORE THAN
EVER, RECEIVE HOPE, BE HOPE, SHARE HOPE.
Karen Wilkson and I are looking for people who will
be willing to share, on video, what that means for
them. If you would be willing to share with us what
the church has meant for you during this challenging
time, please give me a call and we will guide you
through recording your own video or arrange a time
when we can come to you and record.
I believe we can come through this time stronger than
ever, but only if we are willing to see this time as an
opportunity to do new things. All of us can help and
maybe the most important thing we can do is pray. I
suggest an acronym that may help us push forward. It
is PUSH (Pray Until Something Happens.) Time after
time we have witnessed the miracles that happen when
God’s people join in prayer. Lives are changed for the
better, solutions and answers that seemed to elude us
suddenly become clear to us. God makes a way where
there seemed to be no way. Why is it we so often have
to get to the crisis point before we remember that? I
believe God has great plans for St. Philip’s. I continue
to believe the years to come will be as fruitful as the
past, but only if we refuse to give in to our fear, and
believe the gospel of Jesus Christ is true. If we truly
believe the gospel is true, we will not be afraid to give
sacrificially of our time and finances because we have
the promise that God will provide all we need. So pray
continuously, believe the gospel and watch God’s miracles unfold right before our eyes.

November Sermon Series: More Than Enough

Living with a sense of abundance, not scarcity
October 31, 2021 “Enough to Love” Mark 12:28-34
November 7, 2021 “Enough to Give” Mark 12:38-44
November 14, 2021 “Enough to Know” Mark 13:1-8
November 21, 2021 “Enough to Live” John 18:33-3

GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON GATHERINGS
at SPUMC
• Given the variants, masks are required for all
indoor gatherings.
• We encourage all persons who are able to get
a vaccine to do so.
• We will continue to use every other pew in
the sanctuary to safely distance.
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Family Movie Night in the Patch
Saturday, October 23 at 7 pm

Trunk or Treat!
Trunk or Treat at St. Philip's is
back! Join us on Sunday evening, October 31st, in the enchanted forest in the back parking lot for a spooky evening of
treats, games, and family fun.
Members and friends of St. Philip's decorate their cars and
trunks and will have plenty of treats for the little ones. And
who knows - there may be a few surprises! The event runs
from 4 pm - 5:30 pm and we hope to see you there. Trunks
will be set up in the Day School parking lot so please use the
Renwick entrance.

Grab your
blankets
and lawn
chairs, and
join us under the
stars for a
family movie night! This year we will be showing Toy Story of Terror! and will have popcorn
and snacks available to purchase for you to
**We need volunteers!**
Several of you have signed up but we need
snack on as we follow Woody and Buzz on their
latest spooky adventure. After one of the toys many volunteers to make this success! We need volunteers
goes missing, the others find themselves caught to decorate their vehicles/trunks and hand out candy, and
some to help with the crowds. And it’s always a fun time!
up in a mysterious sequence of events that
As always, WE NEED CANDY! Even if you can't make it,
must be solved before they all suffer the same
please consider donating some bags of treats.
fate! We hope you will come Saturday October So grab your costume and help make this a great Hallow23rd at 7 pm and enjoy the fall evening on the
een for the families in our community!
lawn by the Sanctuary with your neighbors.
Please contact Ericka Harkins if you would like to help in any
way: eharkins@spumchou.org.

St. Philip’s Pumpkin Patch 2021
What are you waiting for? The pumpkin patch is in full swing and
waiting for YOU to come find that perfect pumpkin! We have
plenty of sizes, shapes and colors to choose from. And don't forget
those fall pics. We invite you to stop by and check it out!
Saturday: 10 am - 7 pm | Sunday: Noon - 7 pm | Monday - Friday: 1 pm - 7 pm
But 1700 pumpkins did not roll off the truck alone. We had over 80 friends help with the annual passing of the
pumpkins, and we could not have done it without them! HUGE THANKS to Troops 197, 12 and several other
local troops, the Bellaire Lacrosse team, Westbury soccer, the Camp Gladiator warriors, the SPUMC SPYRIT
Squad youth and some of their friends, SPUMC Day School and Owl's Nest families, and all the wonderful
friends and members of St. Philip's! This could not be possible without YOU!
Check out all the pictures including a time lapse of the unloading (thanks Doug!) on our website or Facebook.

** WE STILL NEED SMILING FACES! ** Please don't forget to volunteer to work in the patch!
Many spots are still open so please sign up via SignUp Genius
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054eaea62da2f58-spumc) or call the Office and we can help set you up.
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Sunday School for all ages!

SPYRIT Squad Youth October 17th

What a gorgeous Sunday evening we had! Great for some outThe Fellowship Class meets 9:15 am in
door fun for the SPUMC Youth. After a yummy dinner provided
Room 106 as Roy Hollingsworth leads the
by our youth parent Angela (thank you!!!), we had a lesson on
class.
lying and the effects that can have on our own hearts and the
The Eklektikos Class is exploring
lives of others. There was some quite open and meaningful disthe book Scripting Jesus, the Goscussion among the kids about the topic. Then we headed back
pels in Rewrite. We hope you will
outside for a high-spirited Boys v. Girls game of "Pass the Slipjoin us Sunday mornings at 9:15
pery Soap" to remind us all to keep our hearts and minds clean.
in the Fellowship Hall Overflow as
There's still some debate as to who won the relay. ☺
we grow in our faith together.
We are always looking for
Class is open to all and meets “in person”
volunteers to help with our
and on Zoom.
Sunday School for children in Pre-K through Youth program!
If you are interested or want
5th Grade meets in room 104 at 9:15 am.
more details on how you can
Please join us as we learn about the Bible
help, contact Ericka Harkins.
through crafts, stories, and games.
eharkins@spumchou.org

TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. The study is
led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary.
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89823576505?pwd=VjltZERFd1o0cUhzQWJGdTlldVlxUT09
Meeting ID 898 2357 6505, Passcode: 499942

Fall Garage Sale
October 16
We had a great turnout
and FANTASTIC weather
for the Fall Garage Sale!
We had over 35 spaces
filled with a variety of
items for shoppers to
browse. It was great to
see some old faces and
meet some new friends.
Thanks to all who came
out!

Our bi-weekly
Healing Prayer Service
offers the community a private
and intimate opportunity for
healing prayers at 6:30 pm,
twice per month, on Wednesdays in the Sanctuary.
For more information about
our Prayer Ministry, please visit our website: https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care
If you are in need of prayer or healing, please use the
link below to watch our online prayer service:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EXZiGaxtQ

Let’s See Some Local Art! Senior Trip—Wednesday November 10, 2021
The next outing for the Seniors 50+ Group at St. Philip’s UMC will be a bus tour through many historic areas
of Houston on Wednesday, November 10th. The route will take the group through all six Wards (geographic
divisions of Houston from the past) to view a variety of unique murals and to discover some fun tidbits about
local artworks. You will be surprised at some of these overlooked places of interest.
Lunch will be on your own at King’s Bier Haus, a modern fusion restaurant of German, Austrian, and American cuisine. After a wunderbar lunch, the mural tour will continue.
•
•
•
•
•

What you need to know:
Precinct 3 bus will depart St. Philip’s UMC parking lot, 5501 Beechnut, at 9:00 am & return about 3:30.
Due to extensive time on the bus, Covid vaccine is required.
Cost for the trip is $5, plus the cost of your lunch.
To sign up or for more information, contact the office.
Outing is limited to the first 25 people, or Nov 5th.
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St. Philip’s United Methodist Church
5501 Beechnut Street
Houston, Texas 77096
Voice 713.666.2175
Email: office@spumchou.org
Church Staff:
Lisa Callaway, Pastor
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach
Susan Smith, Day School Director
John Guest, Administrative Assistant
Connect with us!
Website: www.spumchou.org
Facebook: @spumchou
Instagram: @spumchou
YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston

Prayer Requests
Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha
Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy Ballanfant, John & Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & family,
Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Terry Bybee, Trish Carroll, Craig
Comer, Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, Susie Ebling, Janet
Ellis, Kevin Lockley, Loretta Martinez, Debbie Matthews,
Sofia Oeudraogo, Lisa O’Hair, Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce,
Joann Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, the Straub family, and Diane Straub
(Andy’s step-mother).
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle
Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover,
Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells.
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill
Gruetzmacher, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann
Link, Phil McGowan, and Thelma Nelson.
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis,
Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White.
Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or the church office
with your request, or submit it online through our
website: https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care

St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is on
YouTube!
Our 10:30 am online worship service is
available on YouTube. You can access the
link from our website:
https://spumchou.org/worship
or Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United
Methodist Church Houston.
Please use one of these ways to register
your attendance, so we know you worshipped with us online.
1) Install and run the YouTube App, so you
can join the LiveChat and add a comment to the service. Everyone watching
will see your comments.
2) Follow the “register HERE” link from
our website to the SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In form, and fill out and submit the form.
You are also invited to worship with us in person in our sanctuary. Masks are optional if
you have been fully vaccinated. Every other
pew is marked off for safe distancing.

