
 

 

The past two years have been chal-
lenging ones for all of us. Covid has 
forced us to adapt to a changed reali-
ty. We put our masks on and keep 
our distance from others. It has been 
hard for the church, which by its 
nature is called to draw close in fel-
lowship, to comfort each other with 

hugs and to gather for worship. It is a time 
when many have become more comfortable staying at 
home. Those who were alone already have become 
more alone and often lonely. 

Now, more than ever, we must find new ways to be 
HOPE in the world. In fact, that is the theme of this 
yearôs stewardship emphasis. NOW, MORE THAN 
EVER, RECEIVE HOPE, BE HOPE, SHARE HOPE. 
Karen Wilkson and I are looking for people who will 
be willing to share, on video, what that means for 
them. If you would be willing to share with us what 
the church has meant for you during this challenging 
time, please give me a call and we will guide you 
through recording your own video or arrange a time 
when we can come to you and record. 

I believe we can come through this time stronger than 
ever, but only if we are willing to see this time as an 
opportunity to do new things. All of us can help and 
maybe the most important thing we can do is pray. I 
suggest an acronym that may help us push forward. It 
is PUSH (Pray Until Something Happens.) Time after 
time we have witnessed the miracles that happen when 
Godôs people join in prayer. Lives are changed for the 
better, solutions and answers that seemed to elude us 
suddenly become clear to us. God makes a way where 
there seemed to be no way. Why is it we so often have 
to get to the crisis point before we remember that? I 
believe God has great plans for St. Philipôs. I continue 
to believe the years to come will be as fruitful as the 
past, but only if we refuse to give in to our fear, and 
believe the gospel of Jesus Christ is true. If we truly 
believe the gospel is true, we will not be afraid to give 
sacrificially of our time and finances because we have 
the promise that God will provide all we need. So pray 
continuously, believe the gospel and watch Godôs mir-
acles unfold right before our eyes. 
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¶ DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘǎΣ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎΦ  

¶ ²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ 

¶ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǿ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ {ŜǊƳƻƴ {ŜǊƛŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǎǘ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ 
 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řŀȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΚ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ нпΣ нлнм  ά!ǎƪ CƻǊ IŜƭǇέ aŀǊƪ млΥпс-рн 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ {ŜǊƳƻƴ {ŜǊƛŜǎΥ aƻǊŜ ¢Ƙŀƴ 9ƴƻǳƎƘ 

 

 

 

 

[ƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǎŎŀǊŎƛǘȅ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ омΣ нлнм ά9ƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ [ƻǾŜέ aŀǊƪ мнΥну-оп 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ тΣ нлнм ά9ƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ DƛǾŜέ aŀǊƪ мнΥоу-пп 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мпΣ нлнм ά9ƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Yƴƻǿέ aŀǊƪ моΥм-у 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нмΣ нлнм ά9ƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜέ WƻƘƴ муΥоо-о 


