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I spent a few days with my son last week 
and we were remembering some fun family 
times. One summer our family went white 
water rafting together. It was great fun, but 
at one point we noticed we were paddling 
like crazy and getting nowhere. In fact, we 
were going in circles. About that time we 
noticed my nephew was paddling in the 
opposite direction from the rest of us. What 

a huge difference it made when he started paddling 
in the same direction as the rest of us. 

As I watched my young grandson learn to ride his bike, I re-
membered a biking adventure of my own. I was participating in 
a sixteen mile charity ride. The first eight miles were pure tor-
ture. At the rest place I had someone look at my bike and they 
found the brake was stuck, so I rode for eight miles with the 
brake on. What a huge difference it made in the next eight 
miles once that was fixed. 

Reflecting on these times reminds me that the church is a liv-
ing organism made up of people with differing skills and opin-
ions and ideas. When we are all working toward the same goal 
it is great fun and beautiful to watch. Our goal at St. Philip’s 
United Methodist Church is to “Grow God’s children and share 
God’s love by seeking, serving and caring for all.” Let’s make 
sure we are paddling in the same direction and that we are 
never riding with the brake on. To do that each of us must at 
all times keep that goal in front of us, assess our own actions 
in light of it, and work together so we are all moving forward. 
Sometimes that means we take the lead. At other times we 
must follow another’s lead. There may be many ways to reach 
the goal, and covid-19 has changed how we go about it, but 
we will never get there if we are just going in circles and we 
will tire out before reaching the goal if we must travel with the 
brakes on. 

Let us each do all we can to make our ministry here one of 
great success and joy for our church and our community. One 
way we can continue to grow our ministry is by making a com-
mitment of our prayer, presence, gifts, service and witness. If 
you have not yet turned in your 2021 estimate of giving card, 
please do so as soon as possible. If you need us to send you 
another one, just give us a call. If we all do all we can, to the 
best of our ability and moving in the same direction, 2021 can 
be an extraordinary year for the ministry of St. Philip’s United 
Methodist Church. 

  
SERMON SERIES:  ENTRUSTED 

Theme:  We are encouraged to accept 
the mantle of responsibility for the 
work to which God calls us. 
 
Nov. 15 “Multiplying Our Impact” 
           Matthew 25:14-30 
  
Nov. 22  “Entrusted with Each Other” 
                     Matthew 25:31-46 
  

JOIN US  

TUESDAY AT 6:30 PM 

BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM) 

 

SUNDAY MORNINGS WORSHIP AT 
10:30 AM  “IN PERSON” 

OR ON FACEBOOK:SPUMCHOU 
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TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  

Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 
– 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The study is led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Re-
vised Common Lectionary.  The zoom link is  

https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?
pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY 

If you follow politics or social media or religion, you have probably 
noticed that we are becoming extremely polarized. We don’t do a 
very good job of listening to other points of view and more often 
than not, we witness people talking over each other. Today, politics 
is the dominant topic of conversation, but religion and Methodism 
in particular have been shaken by arguments and an apparent 
inability to find common ground. 

John Guest will be  leading a study of The Meaning of Jesus: Two 
Visions by Marcus Borg and N.T. Wright. This book was published 
in 1999 and was written by two friends (and biblical scholars) who 
interpret the meaning of Jesus in substantially different ways. One 
of the strengths of their friendship was their ability to argue with 
each other strenuously, but civilly and respectfully. They decided to 
bring their arguments together in this book and to share their differ-
ent points of view with the reader. 

In pairs of chapters, Wright and Borg discuss various aspects of 
our Christian faith: including  how we know about Jesus, what Je-
sus did and taught, Jesus’ death and his resurrection, his birth, and 
his second coming. Borg presents a “progressive” vision of Jesus 
and Wright a more “traditional” one. I believe you will find you 
agree more with one than the other, but I also believe you will ob-
tain better insight and respect for views that you might not neces-
sarily agree with. 

John would like to meet in person in a room allowing social dis-
tancing at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings at St. Philip’s UMC. If 
you are interested in participating in this class, please email John 
at johnguest01@gmail.com.  

Thank you all for the best Pumpkin Patch Year ever.  Who would have thought that during a pandemic we would sell 
over $30,000 worth of pumpkins and that we would have to request a second shipment.  The hard work unloading and 
selling paid off.  Our profit this year at 40% of sales plus tips and donations is around $13,000.  Thanks especially to 
our scouts who put out pallets, helped unload and then put the pallets away.  Below is a note from our partners at the 
Pumpkin Patch. 

Dear Partners, 

At the beginning of the shipping season it seemed that we would never be able to repay the line of credit we used for 
the 2020 Pumpkin growing season. So many of our partners passed on doing a patch in 2020 due to the virus. 

A combination of a pumpkin shortage in most parts of the country and you, the remaining group of dedicated and pa-
tient partners, produced record sales at your individual locations. Many of you have experienced a significant increase 
in sales. We know some of your organizations are also struggling, we hope this helps. 

So many small businesses, like ourselves, are in trouble. Some are even losing their businesses that took a lifetime to 
build. This has been a difficult year for all of us, we are extremely grateful to have survived. Please share this story 
and my Thanks to all Coordinators and volunteers. Thanks, Richard Hamby 

Manna Bags 

With so many people in 
need of food, this is a good 
time to restart a program 
begun by Trina Williams.  
Manna Bags are plastic 
bags containing some or 
all of the items listed be-

low.  You take one or more 
and give one to the person 
on the street corner asking 
for help, or a person that 
God has placed in your 
path needing your help.  

During November, please 
bring any of the items 

listed to the church. If you 
can’t get to church, call 

Tom or Tana at 832-588-
4783 and they will arrange 
to pick up your donation. 

 

Manna Bag Contents 
Proteins: 

• Potted meat—2 small 

cans or 1 big can 

• Tuna—packaged or 

pop-top 

• Beans-4.6 oz to 15.5 oz 

• Vienna Sausages—2 

small cans 

• Nuts 

Liquids: 

• Bottled water 

• Juice (Capri Sun) or 

juice box 
Fruit: 

• Fruit cups 

• Fruit bars 

• Granola bars 

• Apple sauce 

Packaged Treats: 

• Cookies 

• Crackers 

Other: 

• Forks and spoons 

• Shelter booklet and 

Upper Room booklet 

• Toothbrush / toothpaste 

• Wash cloth / soap 

• Socks 

• Handi wipes to clean 

hands and face 
 

mailto:johnguest01@gmail.com
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Trunk or Treat: 

Trunk or treat was a huge success this year.  We 
had close to 400 kids in addition to adults who ac-
companied them.  Thanks to all of you who decorated 
your cars and passed out treats.  Everyone really ap-
preciated the opportunity to enjoy a safe Halloween dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic. Thanks to Charlsie Groom 
and her team for organizing the event and to Ryan Pen-
nington, Ericka Harkins, and Richard Smith for crowd 
control. 

 

 

Stewardship Update  

 

 

 

 

Financial Summary 

 

 

 

RENT-A-SPACE GARAGE 
SALE 

Saturday, November 14 
8 am—1 pm 

Here is your chance to get rid of all 
that stuff you have cleaning out dur-
ing this pandemic.  Rent a parking lot 
space for $25 and sell all of that un-
needed stuff .  You can make a little 
money.  The church makes a little 
money. It’s a win-win. 

Call the church office to rent a space. 

2019 Pledgers 65 $320,016 

2020 Pledgers 51 $249,061 

2021 Pledgers 35 $215,650 

People who have pledged at least 7 Years 20 

As of November 9, 2020, we have received 35 
pledges for 2021.  Thank you very much to eve-
ryone who has submitted a pledge for 2021. If 
you haven’t turned in your pledge card, you can 
still make your pledge online, mail it to the 
church, bring it to the church, or give it to Doug 
Greenhill, our Financial Secretary. 

While there are unfortunate negative 
numbers in this Financial summary, the 
Church is actually doing better than ex-
pected, the Day School is making a 
“come back”, and the Endowment Fund 
contributed $10,000 to our Parking Lot 
Project.  

  October, 2020 YTD October, 2020 

Unrestricted Church Income  $         19,630.61   $           278,397.98  

Unrestricted Church Expens-
es  $         24,457.87   $           282,647.28  

Net Unrestricted Church In-
come  $         (4,827.26)  $              (4,249.30) 

Day School Receipts  $            5,878.00   $              53,557.50  

Day School Expenses  $            7,687.33   $              66,494.24  

Day School Net Income  $         (1,809.33)  $           (12,936.74) 

Endowment Fund Net In-
come  $             (810.01)  $              (4,093.30) 

Net Income All Activity  $         (7,446.60)  $           (21,279.34) 



 

 

 

 
Please remember these persons in  

your prayers:   
Brenda Ashley, Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, Craig 
Comer, Dustin Dougan, Bill Gruetzmacher,  
Ruthie Hurta,  Virginia Otis, Marie Pearce, Jose 
Adelmo Erazo Protillo, Joann Reed, Sandra and 
Michelle Robinson, Craig Shepard,   The Straub 
family, Sylvia Vila, Betty Wilhelm and Gilda 
Wilkson. 

Sympathy to Ericka Harkins on the death of her 
father, Mike Haley. 

 For Our Homebound Members:  Walter Boyd,  
Pennie Butler, Becky Edmondson, Bob Ellis, 
Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Peggy 
McGowan and Barbara Upshaw 
 

 

 

 

 

Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, 
Dalton Dottie, Rochelle Fuller, Austin Meyer, 
Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, Jef-
fery Wells. 
 

First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, 
Brian Curtis, Barry Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ru-
ben Johnson, Christopher Szkody, Anthony Vale, 
and Matthew & Laurie White. 
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DATED MATERIAL — November 10,  2020 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

5501 Beechnut Street 

Houston, Texas 77096 

Voice 713.666.2175 

Email: office@spumchou.org 

Church Staff: 

Lisa Callaway, Pastor 

Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 

Susan Smith,  Day School Director 

John Guest, Administrative Assistant 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 

  Facebook: @spumchou 

  Instagram: @spumchou 

  Youtube: @spumchou 

Have a prayer request? Please call Prayer 
Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or call 
the church office with your request . 

Prayer Requests 


