
 

 

Last month I attended a block party 
in my neighborhood and was a little 
embarrassed to have lived at the 
parsonage for 16 years and only 
know a few of the neighbors by 
name.  I was embarrassed that is 
until I met someone who had lived 

in the neighborhood for ten years and did 
not know the family across the street from her.   
Unfortunately, this scenario is all too common in our 
world today.  We miss out on the opportunity to 
know and be known by those around us.  At the 
block party, I found out that the neighbor who has 
walked by my house every day at 4 p.m. - who al-
ways stopped to talk when I was in the yard - is now 
bedridden. I regret the months that he lay in bed – 
alone – and I did not even notice he had stopped his 
daily walks.  I found out that another neighbor had 
died the month before. There were other concerns 
and joys that were shared among people I had not 
known before.  Now we have a connection – a con-
nection that has the potential to grow into relation-
ship if we choose to nurture it.   
In many ways life in our churches is no different than 
life in our neighborhoods.  Too often we are too busy 
to take time to really know each other, to share our 
stories with each other, to truly be a community of 
faith.  This Christmas we have an opportunity to 
change that.  As we walk our Las Posada routes, we 
can take the time to stop and get to know each oth-
er, to share fellowship and prayer, to share our lives.  
Las Posadas will pass, but the relationships nurtured, 
the community established has the potential to grow 
if we choose to nurture them.  I hope you will join us 
on December 9 & 10 at 7:30 pm, December 11 at 6 
pm and December 12 at 5 pm.  You can join the 
walks any or all of the days.  Each night will end with 
fellowship, refreshments and prayer.  On December 
12, we will end the night with a brief worship ser-
vice, live nativity, tamale dinner and pinatas.   
This Christmas, let us be people who offer our-
selves in Christian fellowship and love to each oth-
er and to the community around our church.   
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December 5, 2021 
“Boundless Joy”  

Philippians 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-6 
December 12, 2021 
“Boundless Peace”  

Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
December 19, 2021 
“Boundless Hope”  

Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-56 
December 24, 2021 
“Boundless Spirit”  

Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:1-20 
December 26, 2021 

 “Boundless Life”  
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-5 

Order your Christmas Poinsettias now!   
Order forms are available in the Sanctuary and in the 
church office. Please fill out a form and return with 
your payment by December 5th so we can decorate 

the sanctuary with them on December 19th. 

GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON GATHERINGS 
• Masks are recommended for all indoor gatherings. 
• We encourage all persons who are able to get a 

vaccine to do so. 
• We will continue to use every other pew to allow 

for social distancing. 
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Background: What is Las Posadas? 
Las Posadas originated in Spain and was later brought to the New 
World. In Mexico, Las Posadas is celebrated for nine days, from De-
cember 16th through the 24th. Las Posadas commemorates the diffi-
cult journey of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem as they 
looked for a place to rest. The word “posada” means refuge or inn.  
Traditionally, the Posadas celebration takes place in a home or in vari-
ous homes. At each house, Mary and Joseph ask for refuge through a 
song. The pilgrims traveling with Mary and Joseph sing with them. Ini-
tially, the innkeepers refuse the Holy Family because they don’t recog-
nize them.  

Finally, the innkeepers recognize Joseph, the carpenter from Nazareth, and his wife Mary, the future mother 
of the “Divine Word” and they welcome them inside. Demonstrating hospitality at its finest, the innkeepers 
hold a party that includes time to socialize, eat, and break a piñata filled with trinkets and sweets.  
While Las Posadas is celebrated in many different ways today, the theme of hospitality remains vital. Some 
communities celebrate all nine traditional days, while others opt for one, or two or more nights that symbol-
ize the entire event. For some communities Las Posadas will be entirely in Spanish, while others will use mul-
tiple languages.  

St. Philips Las Posadas Celebration 2021 
This year, our church will host a Las Posadas Celebration 
over the course of 4 nights from December 9th through 
December 12th. Each night, we invite members, friends, 
and neighbors to process with us out of the Sanctuary as 
we walk through the streets with Mary and Joseph singing 
carols and offering prayers by candlelight. At the end of each night there will be traditional fruit drinks and 
sweet breads for everyone to share. On Sunday, the final night of the event, the procession will end back at 
the church for a special service with music led by Baritone Soloist Juan Polanco and a Live Nativity scene act-
ed out by our amazing Youth! Following the short service, everyone will be invited to the Fellowship Hall 
where we will have a Tamale Dinner with hot chocolate and sweets, piñatas for the children and young-at-
heart adults to enjoy, and a very special hour of traditional music performed by Houston’s very own Mariachi 
Band: “Mariachi Luna Llena” from Rice University. This will be a week of extraordinary outreach and fellow-
ship. Please take a packet of tickets and invite your friends and neighbors to come be a part of our first Las 
Posadas Celebration and help usher in the Advent Season with St. Philip’s United Methodist Church!  

             Advent Events at St. Philip’s UMC 
LAS POSADAS December 9, 10, 11, 12 (see article below for details) 

 SPECIAL MUSIC BY THE CHOIR , December 19, 10:30 am 
 CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE, December 24, 6 pm 
 Join us for a service of candle light and communion 

Welcome Our New Members! 
Welcome Joan and Tom Mazzu, who 
joined SPUMC November 21, 2021, 
by transfer. 
Joan and Tom have been regular 
visitors for a while now and many of 
us have gotten to know them, so we 
are excited they decided to join our 
church. Let's all give Joan and Tom a 
big welcome to our church family!  
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Three new plaques have been purchased for our 
prayer garden border wall in honor or memory of 
the saints of our church.  If you would like to add a 
plaques to our prayer garden, please contact the 
church office to complete an order form.  Plaques 
are $300 each and the funds are used for the upkeep 
of the prayer garden. 

To date we have received 24 commitment cards for 2022 totaling 
$183,640. Thanks to all of you who have returned your 2022 “estimate of 
giving” card and skills inventory.  This is about half of the cards we re-
ceived last year.  If you have not returned your card and inventory, please 
do so as soon as you can.  This information is critical to our planning for 

2022.  If you did not receive a card in the mail, you can pick one up in the church office or let us know and we 
will send you one.  We have much work to do as the body of Christ and we can’t do it without your gifts. 

Hanging of the Greens 
This Sunday, we welcomed the beginning of the Advent season with the Lighting of the 
Hope Advent Candle, and the yearly tradition of the Hanging of the Greens. With lovely 
Christmas hymns playing, those in the congregation gathered at the front of the church 
to hang Chrismons on the trees. Chrismons, meaning "Christ monograms," are tradi-
tionally are white and gold designs made from Christian symbols that signify Christ, 
such as a dove, fish, cross or butterfly. It was a beautiful way to come together and 
prepare for the wonderous season before us.—Thank you Doug, for the wonderful pictures! 

Donuts, Coffee, and Calendars 
Join us this Sunday before and after the service for 
Donuts, Coffee and Calendars! The 2022 calendars 
are here and the Youth will be selling them this 

week along with do-
nuts and coffee. Cal-
endars are $10 and as 
beautiful as ever, and 
they will also have the 
magnetic tablets for 
$5. We hope you'll 
stop by! 

Christmas Offering 
This year’s Christmas offering supports Heifer Interna-
tional. Giving an animal gift at the holidays is like giv-
ing someone a small business, providing wool, milk, 
eggs and more. Every animal is providing families ac-
cess to medicine, school, food and a sustainable liveli-
hood. You can designate which animal you would like 
to help purchase and we will direct our Christmas 
offering to purchase the animals you choose.  Please 
mark your gift Christmas offering 2021 and return 
with the form below. 



 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha Alexan-
der, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy Ballanfant, John & 
Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & family, Marsha Bernardi, 
Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Terry Bybee, Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, 
Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, Susie Ebling, Cheryl Little, Kevin 
Lockley, Loretta Martinez, Debbie Matthews, Sofia Oeudraogo, 
Lisa O’Hair, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robin-
son, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, the Straub family, and Di-
ane Straub (Andy’s step-mother). 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle Fuller, 
Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, and 
Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetzmacher, 
Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Phil McGowan, and 
Thelma Nelson. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, Brian 
Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher Szkody, An-
thony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 

DATED MATERIAL — November 30, 2021 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is on 

YouTube!  
Our 10:30 am online worship service is 
available on YouTube. You can access 

the link from our website: 
https://spumchou.org/worship  

or Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United 
Methodist Church Houston. 

Please use one of these ways to register 
your attendance, so we know you wor-

shipped with us online.  
1) Install and run the YouTube App, so 

you can join the LiveChat and add a 
comment to the service. Everyone 
watching will see your comments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from 
our website to the SPUMC Sunday 

Service Sign-In form, and fill out and 
submit the form. 

You are also invited to worship with us 
in person in our sanctuary.  Masks are 

optional if you have been fully vaccinat-
ed.  Every other pew is marked off for 

safe distancing. 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry Chair-
person June Kitchens or the church office with your request, or 

submit it online through our website: 
https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
5501 Beechnut Street  
Houston, Texas 77096  
Voice 713.666.2175  
Email: office@spumchou.org  
 
Church Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries  
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist  
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  
Susan Smith, Day School Director  
John Guest, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Connect with us! 

 www.spumchou.org  

@spumchou  
@spumchou  
St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston  

Order your Christmas  
poinsettias today! 

Order forms available in the 
Sanctuary and in the church 
office. Please fill out a form 
and return with your pay-

ment by December 5th so we 
can decorate the sanctuary 

with them on December 19th. 

https://spumchou.org/worship
https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care
https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/spumchou
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q

