
 

 

Beginning in Old Testament 
times, the people of God brought 
their “first fruits”, the very best 
they had to offer, to honor God, 
who had blessed them with so 
much. On Sunday, November 21, 
we will come to the altar to pre-
sent our gifts for 2022. By this 
time, you should have received a 

letter containing an “estimate of giving” card and a 
skills inventory. I ask that you prayerfully consider 
what you can give to the ministry of Jesus Christ 
through this church and bring it to church on Sunday.  
If you did not receive a letter, and wish to offer your 
gifts, there will be cards available on Sunday. 
Very soon, many of us will gather with family and 
friends to celebrate Thanksgiving. We will eat more 
than we should and hopefully, we will take a moment 
to give thanks to God for the food and the opportunity 
to share life together. This ability to give thanks for all 
situations in life was the source of joy in the early 
church and it had incredible results in the lives of those 
disciples and apostles, and in the lives of all those 
around them. They lived happy and triumphant lives, 
they rejoiced even when they were being afflicted and 
persecuted, and their fellowship continually grew until 
it reached the ends of the earth. 
What do you think would happen if each one of us sud-
denly became a more thankful person? I know for sure 
that as more thankful people we become more appre-
ciative people – especially of the people we love and 
far too often take for granted. And as more thankful 
and more appreciative people, we become more con-
tent, less envious of others, and we live a more joy 
filled life. So as we come, once again, to the season of 
Thanksgiving, where is your sense of thankfulness? 
This year let us make a commitment to give thanks. 
Give thanks in all circumstances. Give thanks for eve-
rything. Give thanks at all times. And let us begin by 
bringing our best to the altar to thank God for His 

many blessings. 
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GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON GATHERINGS 
• Masks are recommended for all indoor gatherings. 
• We encourage all persons who are able to get a 

vaccine to do so. 
• We will continue to use every other pew to allow 

for social distancing. 

Living with a sense of  
abundance, not scarcity 

November 21, 2021 
 “Enough to Live”  

John 18:33-37 
 Recognizing God’s reality changes everything. 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES: BOUNDLESS 
November 28, 2021 

“Boundless Love”  
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 

December 5, 2021 
“Boundless Joy”  

Philippians 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-6 
December 12, 2021 
“Boundless Peace”  

Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
December 19  

“Boundless Hope”  
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-56 

December 24, 2021 
 “Boundless Spirit”  

Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:1-20 
January 2, 2022 
“Boundless Life”  

Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-5 
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Updated Mission and Vision Statements 
At our charge conference on November 7th,  the church approved our updated mission and vision state-
ments.  Our new Mission statement is “Sharing God’s Love with all our Neighbors.” Our  new Vision state-
ment is “We will love all people and spread the Light of Christ.”  These statements represent the new direc-
tion that St. Philip’s UMC is moving toward, as we reimagine our ministry to reach an ever-broadening 
church community.   

ADVENT BEGINS ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28! 
HANGING OF THE GREENS, November 28, 10:30 am 
Please join us as we prepare the sanctuary for the Advent season. The decorating of our 
Chrismon tree is an exciting time of worship for all ages 
 
LAS POSADAS December 9, 10, 11, 12 
This celebration is new this year. The tradition comes to us from neighbors from Mexico 
and Latin America. It is a remembrance of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. We 
will have four nights of processions through the neighborhood surrounding our church, 
culminating on December 12th with a live nativity and celebration with a mariachi band, 

tamale dinner and pinatas. Watch for more details and plan to 
join us for as many nights as you can. We will meet at the church each night. 
Thursday, December 9, 7:30 pm 
Friday, December 10, 7:30 pm 
Saturday, December 11, 6 pm 
Sunday, December 12, 5 pm. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC BY THE CHOIR , December 19, 10:30 am 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE, December 24, 6 pm 
Join us for a service of candle light and communion 

Youth  News and Friendsgiving Feast 
What a great time the kids had the past two Sundays! On the 7th, they played a competitive game of Bible 
Trivia (thanks Emma for the tough questions!) and then they joined other members in the sanctuary for the 
Charge Conference where they got to share our new Mission and Vision Statements with the group.   
Then on the 14th, we went bowling! We learned some of our friends have hidden crazy bowling skills! TRE-
MENDOUS thanks to Shelly and Carmen for all their help these past two weeks. So appreciated! 
We will be having a Friendsgiving Feast for our youth and their families on Sunday, November 21st from 4 - 6 
in the Fellowship Hall Overflow. Each family will bring a dish to share in celebration of the season of giving 
thanks.  
We are always looking for volunteers to help with our Youth program! If you are interested or want more de-
tails on how you can help, contact Ericka Harkins: eharkins@spumchou.org 
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TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  
Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The study is 
led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary.   
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89823576505?pwd=VjltZERFd1o0cUhzQWJGdTlldVlxUT09 
Meeting ID 898 2357 6505, Passcode:  499942 

MANNA BAG MINISTRY  
We continue our Manna Bag mission 
to provide food and sundries to those 
in need. Please bring any of the items 
listed to the church or contact the 
office we will arrange to pick up your 
donation. ITEMS IN RED ARE   
URGENTLY NEEDED  
Proteins:  
• Potted meat—2 small cans  
• Tuna—packaged or pop-top  
• Beans– small pop-top cans  
• Vienna sausages—small can  
• Nuts  

• Canned veggies—small, pop-top can  
• Protein bar  
• Raisins/Craisins  
Liquids:  
• Juice (Capri Sun) or juice box  
• Small cans of V8  
Fruit:  
• Fruit cups  
• Fruit bars  
• Fruit Chews  
Packaged 
Treats:  
• Cookies  
• Goldfish / 

Cheez-its  
• Granola bars  
• Trail mix  
Other:  
• Forks and spoons  
• Travel-size Kleenex  
• Masks  
• *Travel size* toothpaste  

• *Travel size* soap  
• *Travel size* shampoo  
• *Travel size* lotion  
• Washcloths  
• Socks  
• Handi-wipes  

Senior Houston Murals Trip 
On Wednesday, November 10, a group of older adults took a ride on a Harris 
County Precinct 3 bus and toured all six Wards (geographic divisions of Hou-
ston from the past) to view a variety of the city’s unique murals. The knowl-
edgeable tour guide was, in addition to deftly finding beautiful murals in ob-
scure places, able to include information about Houston’s founding by the 
Allen brothers and some fascinating “true” stories about ghosts in a few of 
the locations. The group, twenty-nine in all, took a break for lunch at 

King’s Bier Haus for some authentic German refresh-
ments. Mahlzeit! 
 
Senior outings for folks over 50 are organized about once 
per month for members, friends and neighbors of St. 
Philip’s United Methodist Church, 5501 Beechnut @ Ren-
wick. You may call the church office at 713-666-2175 for 

Sunday School is Meeting now!  
The Fellowship Class is meeting at 9:15 am in room  106 as Roy Hollingsworth leads the class.  
The Eklektikos Class has started a class on our stained glass windows, led by Bill Wilkson. We hope you will 
join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall Overflow as we grow in our faith together. Class is 
open to all and meets “in person” and on Zoom. 
Sunday School for children in Pre-K through 5th Grade meets in room 104 at 9:15 am.  Please join us as we 
learn about the Bible through crafts, stories, and games. 

Our bi-weekly Healing Prayer service has resumed meeting. We offer the community a private and intimate 
opportunity for healing prayers at 6:30 pm, twice per month, on Wednesdays in the 
Sanctuary. For more information about our Prayer Ministry, please visit our web-
site: https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care  Our next meeting will be Wednesday 
Nov. 24th. 
We still have our online prayer service at the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EXZiGaxtQ 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89823576505?pwd%3DVjltZERFd1o0cUhzQWJGdTlldVlxUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1ASElNt6Fb0x4Pwb-1soe5
https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care?fbclid=IwAR3ExCwGP_tvU2XrrGrZQkQVDQ3K0_hV8Kq-zhFyQVwWz7Dj-1IfwRPm5X4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EXZiGaxtQ&fbclid=IwAR2j3WxKPDNBf-5vdZ5lWZIs_dsYE7VaGYqHnF4pe7BpH3S3vVED1nCzXww


 

 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha Alexan-
der, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy Ballanfant, John & 
Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & family, Averi Brown, Philip 
Bruce, Terry Bybee, Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Dustin Dougan, Edna 
Duryea, Susie Ebling, Janet Ellis, Cheryl Little, Kevin Lockley, Loretta 
Martinez, Debbie Matthews, Sofia Oeudraogo, Lisa O’Hair, Virginia 
Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel 
Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, the Straub family, and Diane Straub 
(Andy’s step-mother). 

Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle Fuller, Bray-
den Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, and Jeffery 
Wells. 

For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetzmacher, 
Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Phil McGowan, and 
Thelma Nelson. 

First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, Brian 
Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher Szkody, An-
thony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 

DATED MATERIAL — November 16, 2021 

Prayer Requests 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
5501 Beechnut Street  
Houston, Texas 77096  
Voice 713.666.2175  
Email: office@spumchou.org  
 
Church Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries  
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist  
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  
Susan Smith, Day School Director  
John Guest, Administrative Assistant  
 
Connect with us! 
Website: www.spumchou.org  
Facebook: @spumchou  
Instagram: @spumchou  
YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston  

St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is on 

YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service 
is available on YouTube. You can ac-

cess the link from our website: 
https://spumchou.org/worship  

or Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United 
Methodist Church Houston. 

Please use one of these ways to regis-
ter your attendance, so we know you 

worshipped with us online.  

1) Install and run the YouTube App, 
so you can join the LiveChat and 
add a comment to the service. 

Everyone watching will see your 
comments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link 
from our website to the SPUMC 
Sunday Service Sign-In form, and 

fill out and submit the form. 

You are also invited to worship with 
us in person in our sanctuary.  Masks 

are optional if you have been fully 
vaccinated.  Every other pew is 
marked off for safe distancing. 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry Chair-
person June Kitchens or the church office with your request, or 

submit it online through our website: 
https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care 

https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
https://spumchou.org/worship
https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care

