
 

 

   

 

Three weekends ago, I decided 
to make a quick trip to College 
Station to see the bluebonnets 
along the way.  By the time I 
would see a good field, it was not 

convenient to get off the road.  So I began to 
look, not for bluebonnets, but for cars stopped 
alongside the road.  It worked every time.  Not 
only did the crowd get to enjoy the flowers, but 
they drew others to the beauty as well.  I decided 
to test this theory on other things – like restau-
rants, for example.  When I was growing up, my 
parents would only stop at restaurants where 
there was a crowd.  They reasoned that if no one 
was eating there, it must not be good.  I have 
learned the wisdom of that thinking, and it was 
reinforced that weekend when I stopped to eat.  
Not only did the crowd enjoy a good meal, but 
they drew others to a good meal as well.  

Well, being a pastor, I can’t help but wonder 

what that says about a church.  Do the best 

churches have the most people in worship?  My 

experience tells me no, but my guess is that is 

what crosses the mind of folks searching for a 

church.  That means, our presence matters.  It 

matters to us – as we are spiritually fed; and it 

matters to others – as we draw them to the place 

where they can be fed as well.  Hope to see you 

Sunday.  Remember, some people will be look-

ing for a church this Sunday -  and a full parking 

lot will be the sign for them that good things are 

happening at St. Philip’s. 

                           

  SERMON SERIES: WITNESS After Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 8, 2022 “Healing Power” Acts 9:36-43 

May 15, 2022 “Who Am I to Hinder God?”  

     Acts 11:1-18     

May 22, 2022 “A Call to Move” Acts 16:9-15 

May 29, 2022 “Breaking Chains” Acts 16:16-34  
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Church Mission and Vision 

Our Mission statement is “Sharing God’s Love with all 

our Neighbors.” Our  Vision statement is “We will love 

all people and spread the Light of Christ.”   

We welcome the Fernandez family to St. 

Philip’s.  Margaret joins by transfer from St. 

John’s UMC in Austin. Ellen is received as a 

prepatory member and Edith will be baptized 

here on May 15.  Roland is a member of the 

Catholic church.  Please make them feel at 

home. 
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FIESTA DE MAYO WAS A FUN EVENING 

Our May 1 ‘Sup was so much fun.  We had 126 people enjoying great food and entertainment 
together.  Once again, the food was exceptional.  Thanks to Ryan Pennington and the Molina 
Family for our Tex-Mex feast of fajitas, rice, charro beans and flan.  And Mariachi Luna Llena 
was fabulous.  Hope to see you at our next ‘Sup on May 22. 

 

 

 

  May 22, 6 PM: St. Phil’s 'SUP  

 Feast for Royals   Kid’s menu provided 

   HONORING ALL GRADUATES 

Pre-K/ Kinder/ 5th/ High School/College 

Menu: Garden Salad, Carrot Red Pepper Soup, Stuffed 

Chicken Breast, Creamed Potatoes, Roasted Vegetables, 

Fruit Tart. 

MEAL IS FREE     DONATIONS ARE WELCOME 

GRADUATION CELEBRATION FOR  

EMMA STRAUB AND SERGIO CRUMP 

Sunday, May 22 after worship 

Please join us as we celebrate with Emma and 

Sergio as they graduate from High School.  Each 

will have a table highlighting their lives.  There 

will be a box at their tables where you can leave 

cards and well wishes.   

YOUTH NEWS 

This Sunday, our youth group decorated paper lunch bags for Kids Meals,  a local organization whose 

mission is to end childhood hunger in Houston by delivering free, healthy meals to approximately 7,000 

children per day. These decorated bags will be filled with food and delivered to hungry children across 

Houston. It was a great way to help out in the community and have fun with friends at the same time! 

And huge thanks to all who purchased stocks over the last two weeks to help the group fund their up-

coming mission trip! We are teaming up with UM Army again and travelling up to Belton, TX to serve 

those in need in their community. Our youth will be working at the Belton Christian Youth Center re-

pairing and repainting classrooms, and helping with housing and community needs. 

We have a great group of kids and they are so excited about the opportunity to serve again this year. 

Please keep each one in your prayers as we prepare for this mission. 
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Sunday School and Tuesday Bible Study  

Come join the Fellowship Class this Sunday at 9:15 am as they continue the video series, "Face to Face with Jesus." April 24th will 
be John the Baptist, May 1st will be Paul, May 8th will be Jairus’ daughter, and May 15th will be the woman at the well.  

The Ekklektikos Class will begin a study of the parables of Jesus on Sunday, April 24.  The class will use the book, “Parables From 
the Backside” by J. Ellsworth Kalas.  Kalas presents new insight into twelve of Jesus’ parables by entering them through the “back 
side” – through the eyes of a minor or unsympathetic character.  By approaching the stories in this way, Kalas releases new mean-
ing and clarifies basic teaching.  Older youth through adults are invited to join this class at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall overflow.  

 
Sunday School for children in Pre-K through 5th Grade meets in room 104 at 9:15 am.  Please join us as we learn about the Bible 
through crafts, stories, and games.   
 
Please join us on Zoom for Bible Study on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. The study is led by Bill Wilkson, the link is on our web-
site at https://spumchou.org/get-involved/ministries/. On the 3rd Tuesday of each month, the study starts at 7:30 pm. 

                                  ST. PHIL .S TONIG HT   

M a y  1 5 , 6  p m  

 

St. Philip’s music Department’s presentation of St. Philip’s Tonight is 

scheduled for Sunday, May 15, from 6 until 8 pm, in the Fellowship Hall.  

This event is an opportunity to showcase the talent (some currently hid-

den) at SPUMC and, at the same time, to raise enough money for some 

new audio/visual equipment in the sanctuary.  You will not want to miss 

this performance, which will include acts never seen before and maybe 

never again. 

 

Each performance will be:     Family-friendly 

Up-beat and entertaining   *    Practiced 

              No longer than 5-10 minutes 
 

Along with great entertainment, you will be served delicious desserts.  Hope to see you on May 15 as we 

support our wonderful music ministry and raise funds for equipment that will enhance our worship. 

 

St. Phil’s Car Wash – June 4th @10am till 2pm 
 
Each year our SPUMC Youth trip travel to different cities (sometimes 
crossing state lines) to help those in need. This year we are partner-
ing again with UM Army (https://www.umarmy.org/) for a trip to Bel-
ton, TX where we will be working for a week rebuilding a local com-
munity center, repairing, and repainting classrooms, and helping 
with housing and community needs. 
Our Youth Group has been fundraising since last year selling baked 
goods, calendars, stocks, and working hard to raise the funds so they can go on the trip. This will be 
the final fundraiser the Youth host to raise the last $1000 they need. The car wash is free, but dona-
tions are welcome of any amount. 

Please pull ALL of your vehicles around to our church parking lot (boats, off-road vehicles, planes) 
and let our Youth Group make them sparkling clean! Thank you for your support! 

https://spumchou.org/get-involved/ministries
https://www.umarmy.org/


 

 

 
 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha 
Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Jenna Bailey, 
Kathy Ballanfant, John & Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume 
& family, Marsha Bernardi, Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Seth 
Cappen, Gay Carroll, Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Rebecca 
Cox, Dustin Dougan, Jarold Douma, Edna Duryea, Susie 
Ebling, Donnie Franklin, Brad Gowen, Marie Holt, Wayne 
Kaufman, John Kemp, Joey Lehoski, Cheryl Little, Sharon 
Little, Loretta Martinez, Debbie Matthews, Sofia Oeudraogo, 
Marie Pearce, Roxie Pitz, Melissa Poindexter, Joann Reed, 
Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Sal-
mas, Rhonda Smith, the Straub family, Larry Walker, and 
Charleston Wilson. 

Our Sympathy to the Straub family on the death of Andy’s 
step-mom, Diane Straub, this past week. 

Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Matthew C. 
Douma, Rochelle Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, 
Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 

For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetz-
macher, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, and 
Thelma Nelson. 

First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Cur-
tis, Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christo-
pher Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 
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St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

5501 Beechnut Street 

Houston, Texas 77096 

Voice 713.666.2175 

Email: office@spumchou.org 

Church Staff: 

Lisa Callaway, Pastor 

Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 

Susan Smith,  Day School Director 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 

  Facebook: @spumchou 

  Instagram: @spumchou 

  YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer 
Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or the church 
office with your request. 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is on YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service is available on 
YouTube. You can access the link from our website: 

https://spumchou.org/worship  

or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 
Houston. 

Please use one of these ways to register your attendance, so 
we know you worshipped with us online.  

1) Install and run the YouTube App, so you can join the 
LiveChat and add a comment to the service. Everyone 
watching will see your comments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from our website to the 
SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In form, and fill out and 
submit the form. 

You are also invited to worship with us in person in our 
sanctuary.  Masks are optional if you have been fully vac-
cinated.  Every other pew is marked off for awhile longer. 


