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Most of us could never have imag-

ined the change that took place in 

our lives, our churches and our 

world in March 2020. Our world 

essentially shut down for a time 

and our lives moved from in per-

son encounters to virtual encounters 

in our personal lives, our businesses and 

our churches. During that time I have heard peo-

ple comment, “I can’t wait to get back to normal.” 

We are now living in liminal times, the time be-

tween the “covid” season restrictions coming to an 

end and the post-covid season beginning. The re-

ality is we will probably not return to the 

“normal” we knew pre-covid. Some of the innova-

tions we developed during covid times will contin-

ue to unfold in our future. What an opportunity 

we have to continue to do something new. Do you 

realize how seldom we have this opportunity to 

let go of things that were not working that well 

and unleashing new and exciting ministry? The 

past month has felt like an awakening. People 

are returning to in-person worship. New people 

are joining our church family and that is great 

news. Our Board of Stewards will be reading 

“Being the Church in a Post-Pandemic World” to-

gether. This will a time of assessing and revision-

ing where we go from here. I can’t wait to see 

what God has in store for our church. 

Pentecost Sunday is May 23 and it will be an ex-

citing next step for our “coming back to life.” The 

chancel choir will be singing for the first time in 

over a year. It may be a good Sunday for you to 

return as well. What better time than a day that 

is considered to be the birthday of the church. In 

a way it will be a re-birth for the post-pandemic 

church. Hope to see you then, if not before. 

Join us! 
 

Tuesday at 6:30 PM Bible Study (ZOOM) 
Sunday at 9 AM Bible Study  

(Fellowship Hall Overflow & ZOOM) 
Sunday morning worship at 10:30am 

  In-person in the Sanctuary 
OR on YouTube: St. Philip’s United  

Methodist Church Houston 

EASTER SERMON SERIES 
Theme: What it means to have faith in 
the resurrected Christ  

May 9 “True Friendship”  
John 15:9-17 

May 16 “The Ways of the World”  
John  17:6-19 

May 23 “A New Temple”  
Acts 2:1-21 
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Manna Bags 
With so many people in need of food, with your help our Manna Bags ministry 
continues to provide help in our community. Manna Bags are plastic bags con-
taining some or all of the items listed below that you can keep them in your 
car or at home and give one to the person on the street corner asking for help 
or a person that God has placed in your path needing your help. Our team is in 
dire need of almost everything on their list (View here). If you can, please 
bring any of the items listed to the church office between 9 am and 4 pm 
Monday through Friday or Sunday mornings. If you can’t get to the church, 
please contact the office at 713.666.2175 and we will arrange to pick up your 
donation. Thank you for helping us continue this much needed ministry in our 
community.  

How has GOD answered YOUR prayers?

 

As a way to share our faith with others, I am 
compiling the answered prayers of members 
of our congregation, your families and even 
friends. Too often we see the touch of God in 
our lives and we keep it to ourselves. Please 
take this opportunity to let others see how 
God has been there for YOU in your hour(s) of 
need. You can submit as many answered pray-
ers as you wish. Either email them to the 
church  office@spumchou.org or bring them 
to church on a Sunday morning. You can indi-
cate if you want them printed with your name 
or anonymously. By sharing how God has an-
swered our prayers and changed our lives, we 
are witnessing God’s love to others. 
 

Yours in faith,   
Nancy Bonomo  

Welcome Our New Members! 
 

Let’s give a warm welcome to 
Phuong Anh Truong Kirk (Linda) 
who joined St. Philip’s UMC on 
May 2, 2021, by profession of 
faith.  Phuong has been visiting 
our church for a while now, and 
we are excited that she is part of 
our church family! 

 

Welcome Adam and Melissa 
Little, who joined SPUMC 
May 2, 2021, by transfer. Ad-
am is the son of our mem-
bers Joe and Cheryl Little.  
Rev. Lisa Callaway married 
Adam and Melissa recently. 
We are excited to welcome 
them to our church family!  

SPUMC United Methodist Women Faith Night Circle 
The UMW of St. Philip’s has existed as long 
as the church has been in existence. Their 
primary function is Christian fellowship 
with an emphasis on mission 
work. Membership is open to all women 
of the church.   
The evening group, known as The Faith 

Night Circle, meets 
the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 7 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall for 
a light dinner, fellow-
ship and a program.  
All are welcome!  

Our Music Ministry is growing!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Do you play an instrument or love 
to sing? Our Music Ministry has 
many opportunities to get in-
volved in our Praise and Worship 
Team! From the Chancel Choir, 
Philip’s Joy to handbells or individ-
ual instruments, we would love for 
you to be a part of the joyful 
noise! Contact the office for more 
details.  

https://spumchou.org/community/assistance
mailto:office@spumchou.org
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Tuesday Evening Bible Study  
Please join us for our Bible Study on 
the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 
– 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The study is 
led by Bill Wilkson and follows the 
Revised Common Lectionary.   
Zoom link : 
https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?anNEVU12WW9jQTV
NaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Currently we are studying The Didache. This 
document may be the first church manual in 
Christendom. We think it originated in the 
late first century, and it provides a glimpse 
of what following Jesus meant for an orga-
nized group of early followers. You will rec-
ognize much of what it describes and some 
of it may appear moderately strange. 

We hope you will join us Sunday mornings at 9 in the Fellow-
ship Hall Overflow as we grow in our faith together. Class is 
open to all and meets in-person and on Zoom. 

 

Youth News 
Sunday was a beautiful day to play! The kids en-
joyed the lovely weather followed by a fun little 
game about influence and how we can  be a posi-
tive influence to those in our lives by sharing our 
compassion and faith. Thank you Angela (whose 
sons are our two newest members) for volunteer-
ing to bring dinner!  

St. Philip’s Day School News 
The Day School annual art show returns! It’s a little 
different this year. Instead of having it in the Fellowship 
Hall or a Sunday School room, our art will be in all the 
windows of our Day School classrooms. The masterpiec-
es will be displayed starting Sunday, May 9 through Fri-
day, May 14. We encourage parishioners and parents to 
stop by and see some of the artwork the children have 
created this year! 
We are currently enrolling for both summer and fall. 
Summer sessions for 2-5 years old are 4 weeks in June 
and 4 weeks in July, Tuesday through Thursday from 
9:00-2:00. Fall is for 18 month olds through pre-K, 3 or 5 
days a week from 9:00-12:00 with options to start at 
8:00 and end at 5:00. For additional information, please 
visit our website here or contact the Day School office 
at 713-666-2761 or dayschool@spumchou.org for more 
information. 

We have a great group of students and are needing 
volunteers to provide dinner each week. Click here to 
sign up for a Sunday via SignUp Genius and if you 
have any questions or would like more information, 
please contact Ericka: eharkins@spumchou.org. 

SPUMC Fixers Update 
 

How many Methodist 
men does it take to 
change a light bulb? 
Apparently five, a really 
long extension pole, 
and a very steady 
hand! Thanks to our 
Fixers team for chang-
ing the alcove light 
bulbs. The results are 
brighter than ever!  
 

 

Big thanks to Joe, Jeff, Robert, Roy and Tom for 
the teamwork and getting 
the job done!  
The team meets each 
Wednesday at 8 am to help 
with various fix-it projects 
around the church. Contact 
the office if you are interest-
ed in helping.  

https://spumchou.org/education/spumc-day-school
mailto:dayschool@spumchou.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044dabac2aa7fa7-spyrit


 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha Alex-
ander, Roni and Tom Allison, Brenda Ashley, Carla Ayala, Kathy 
Ballanfant, Carmen Benevidez (Carmen Molina’s mother), Philip 
Bruce, Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, 
Mitch Frost, Sam Garrett (Charlsie Groom’s brother), Allen 
Grant, Bill Gruetzmacher, Ruthie Hurta, Debbie Matthews, Lisa 
O’Hair, Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, Sandra and 
Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, The Straub 
family, and Joe and Tamara Toomer and their daughter, Ryan. 
Sympathy to Bill and Karen Wilkson on the death of Bill’s moth-
er, Gilda Wilkins. 
Sympathy to family & friends of Casey Creamer on his death 
from cancer. 
Sympathy to June Kitchens on the death of her cousin Terry 
Cooley from lung cancer April 29th. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle Fuller, 
Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, and 
Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Walter Boyd, Merlyn Bruce, 
Becky Edmondson, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, and Ann 
Link. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, Brian 
Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher Szkody, 
Anthony Vale and Matthew & Laurie White. 
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Church Staff: 
Lisa Callaway, Pastor 
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 
Susan Smith,  Day School Director 
John Guest, Administrative Assistant 
 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 
  Facebook: @spumchou 
  Instagram: @spumchou 
  YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry  
Chairperson June Kitchens or the church office with your request. 

Prayer Requests 

St. Philip’s UMC Sunday  
Service is on YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship ser-
vice is now available on YouTube! 
You can access the link from our 
website: spumchou.org/worship or 
you can  Search YouTube: St. 
Philip’s United Methodist Church 
Houston. 

Please use one of these ways  
to register your attendance so  

we know you worshipped  
with us online.  

1. Install and run the YouTube App 
so you can join the Live Chat and 
add a comment to the service. Eve-
ryone watching will see your com-
ments.  
2. Follow the “register HERE” link 
on our website to the SPUMC Sun-
day Service Sign-In form, and fill 
out and submit the form. 
You can also worship with us in 
person in our sanctuary. Masks are 
available in the narthex if you for-
get yours, and every other pew is 
marked off to encourage social dis-
tancing. 

https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/spumchou
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
https://spumchou.org/worship

