
 

 

 THE FACE OF THE LIVING GOD 

I have discovered that Christ is 
made known in the sharing of life. 
Peace comes when we look for 
the face of Christ in everyone we 
meet.  I share with you some of 
my encounters over the years 

with the living Christ.  

 When I think of caring, I think of her. In spite 
of the pain and disappointments in her own life, I have 
watched her care for others. I remember clearly the times 
she has cared for me. She's growing older now, still, she 
takes her place among those who gather for worship. She 
sits alone - but not for long. Upon seeing her, two young 
children rush to sit by her side. Their eyes meet, they smile 
at each other and she surrounds them with her arms.  The 
room is filled with the presence of the living Christ.  
 Last night we talked.  Rather she talked and I lis-
tened. I listened as she shared her concern for the adoles-
cents of the community, the risks she takes as she shares 
her faith in a work setting, the painful loss of a loved one.  
Now each moment of life is a gift from God.  She wants 
every child to know God's love and care. She takes her 
place among those gathered at the communion rail. As she 
receives the bread, I hear my own voice saying, the body 
of Christ broken for you. I feel her touch my hand. Our 
eyes meet and I behold the face of Christ.  
 He takes his place at the table. Slowly, he kneels 
at the rail. His hands are wrinkled, his fingers bent. He 
struggles to pick up the cup. The words I speak confront 
me - The blood of Christ shed for you. He looks up. Our 
eyes meet and I behold the face of Christ.  
 She takes her place beside him. Her hands are 
small and smooth. I heard it is her first time in church. She 
is excited to find that "snacks" are provided. Eagerly she 
takes the cup. She seems surprised to hear me speak her 
name.   As you drink this, remember that Jesus loves you.  
She looks up. Our eyes meet, and after a moment of holy 
silence, she says, "I will remember,” and I behold the face 
of Christ.  
 He's the first one to the steps for the children's ser-
mon. It is obvious, he has a story to tell. He flashes a big 
smile. Look, he says. Right here. I lost a tooth today. The 
other children begin to arrive. Many teeth are missing. How 
will I shift this conversation to Jesus Christ? Was there a 
parable of the lost tooth? I look at the children.  So many 
stories here. How quick they are to share their lives and 
their love. How close they are to holiness. I look at the 
smiling, toothless wonder beside me.  He is looking at me. 
Our eyes meet and I behold the face of Christ.  
 Not much holiness here I thought. Not at a volley-
ball tournament. The competition is hot, the players are 
tired. At last we are taking down the nets. Rather, I was 

taking down the net and she was talking. "I love my new 
Bible. I read it every night. My mom tells me to go to sleep, 
but I say just let me finish this story. Its my favorite book. I 
pray every night after I read."  Finally when she took a 
breath, I asked her what was her favorite story. "Oh, that's 
easy, the part where Jesus is raised from the dead to live 
with us forever. Some people don't believe its true, do 
you?" Suddenly, it is the voice of Christ I hear, "Do you 
believe?" Our eyes meet, a strange warmth fills my soul.  
Yes, I believe, more than ever, I believe and I behold the 
face of the Christ.  

 May your days be enriched by the pres-
ence of the living Christ! 

     

Edith Fernandes Baptism—May 15, 2022 

Edith Camilla Fernandes was baptized at our 10:30 

am service, with her parents Margaret and Roland, 

sister Ellen, and other family watching. 

  SERMON SERIES: WITNESS After Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

May 22, 2022 “A Call to Move”             Acts 16:9-15 

May 29, 2022 “Breaking Chains” Acts 16:16-34  
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Women’s Faith Circle Meeting 
Please join us on Tuesday, May 24 at 7pm for 
this month’s Faith Circle. We will have a special 
guest speaker, Fran Goundry, the Manager of 
Church Relations at Star of Hope. Did you know that one in every 30 children experi-
ence homelessness every year? Homelessness can affect anyone. Our discussion will 
cover facts and myths while providing answers to how we can make an impact in our 
community. The Star of Hope Mission has been a Christ-centered community sup-
porting Houston’s homeless men, women and children for 110 years. We hope you 
will join us for this special program. Invite a friend – all women are welcome! We 
meet in the Fellowship Hall Overflow and light refreshments will be served.  

  May 22, 6 PM  
St. Phil’s 'SUP  

   HONORING ALL GRADUATES 
Pre-K/ Kinder/ 5th/ High School/College 
Menu: Garden Salad, Carrot Red Pepper 

Soup, Stuffed Chicken Breast, Creamed Po-
tatoes, Roasted Vegetables, Fruit Tart.  

Kid’s menu provided 
MEAL IS FREE     DONATIONS ARE WELCOME 

GRADUATION CELEBRATION FOR  
EMMA STRAUB AND SERGIO CRUMP 

Sunday, May 22 after 10:30 Worship Service 
Please join us as we celebrate with Emma 

and Sergio as they graduate from High 
School.  Each will have a table highlighting 

their lives.  There will be a box at their tables 
where you can leave cards and well wishes.   

 

Parents’ Night Out 
What fun we had at Parents’ Night Out this month! Twelve kids signed up including some PNO alums we had-

n’t seen in a while. The kids enjoyed pizza and fruit then played games, drew some masterpieces, and 
watched the Disney movie “Luca.” Parents loved it too! “It's such a great thing to offer and knowing she en-

joys it makes it even better.” And “The kiddos had so much fun… they laughed all the way home!”  
A big shout out to Shelly Straub and our youth group for making it such a fun night for everyone!  

The next PNO is Friday, June 3 from 6pm – 9pm. You can register your kiddos online at https://spumchou.org/
calendar/events or call the church office.   

Space is limited, so please register in advance. $30 per child, additional siblings $10.    

GCRBC Blood Drive @ 
SPUMC Tuesday, June 7  

8:30 am-12:00 pm  
Did you know one in seven 
people will need blood at 
some point in their lifetime, 
but only one in 20 eligible do-
nors will donate? That’s only 
five percent! Please sign up if 
you are able to donate!  
Every successful donor re-
ceives a Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center beach towel as a 
thank you.  You can register at 
https://
www.commitforlife.org/
donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/348345  
Donor Coach will be in the 
back parking lot on the west 
side of the campus. For addi-
tional information, contact 
Ericka Harkins: ehar-
kins@spumchou.org  

Are you ready to volunteer with our children and youth ministries? Enjoy help-
ing young people learn about God’s love? We are searching for people who 
want to find their inner child! You’ll find some incredibly meaningful ways to 
serve with our children and youth this summer and in the next school year. We 
are looking for Sunday school teachers, children’s mid-week activity leaders, 
VBS crew leaders and volunteers to help with the week-long event, youth 
chaperones, and more! Your encouraging presence in the lives of our young 
people makes a big difference as we grow in faith together by spreading the 
Light of Christ. Interested? Contact Ericka Harkins at eharkins@spumchou.org 

https://spumchou.org/calendar/events
https://spumchou.org/calendar/events
https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/348345
https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/348345
https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/348345
https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/348345
mailto:eharkins@spumchou.org
mailto:eharkins@spumchou.org
mailto:eharkins@spumchou.org
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY  
Come join the Fellowship Class this Sunday at 9:15 am as they continue the video series, "Face to Face with 
Jesus." Refreshements served and all are welcome! 

 

Join the Ekklektikos Class as they continue a study of the parables of Jesus, using the book, “Parables From 
the Backside” by J. Ellsworth Kalas.  Kalas presents new insight into twelve of Jesus’ parables by entering 
them through the “back side” – through the eyes of a minor or unsympathetic character.  By approaching 
the stories in this way, Kalas releases new meaning and clarifies basic teaching.  Older youth through adults 
are invited to join this class at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall overflow.  

 

Sunday School for children in Pre-K through 5th Grade meets in room 104 at 9:15 am.  Please join us as we 
learn about the Bible through crafts, stories, and games. 

 

Please join us on Zoom for Bible Study on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. The study is led by Bill Wilkson, 
the link is on our website at https://spumchou.org/education/bible-study 

. On the 3rd Tuesday of each month, the study starts at 7:30 pm. 

ST. PHIL’S TONIGHT  
Oh what a night! The St. Phil's Talent Show was a hit! 

Guests enjoyed a variety of talent - from singing to  
accordian playing, instrumentals to poetry, and a few 

surprise appearances including a solo from Wesley 
Straub to close out the night. Thank you to all who 

came out and supported our music ministry ! 

St. Phil’s Car Wash  – June 4th 10am till 2pm 
Each year our SPUMC Youth trip travel to different cities (sometimes crossing state lines) 
to help those in need. This year we are partnering again with UM Army  for a trip to Bel-
ton, TX where we will be working for a week rebuilding a local community center, repair-
ing, and repainting classrooms, and helping with housing and community needs. 
Our Youth Group has been fundraising since last year selling baked goods, calendars, 
stocks, and working hard to raise the funds so they can go on the trip. This will be the final 
fundraiser the Youth host to raise the last $1000 they need. The car wash is free, but donations are welcome of any 
amount.  Please pull ALL of your vehicles around to our church parking lot (boats, off-road vehicles, planes) and let our 



 

 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha Alex-
ander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Jenna Bailey, Kathy Bal-
lanfant, John & Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & family, 
Marsha Bernardi, Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Seth Cappen, Gay 
Carroll, Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Rebecca Cox, Dustin Dougan, 
Jarold Douma, Edna Duryea, Susie Ebling, Koby Fitzgerald’s fam-
ily, Donnie Franklin, Brad Gowen, Marie Holt, Wayne Kaufman, 
John Kemp, Cheryl Little, Sharon Little, Loretta Martinez, Debbie 
Matthews, Sofia Oeudraogo, Marie Pearce, Roxie Pitz, Melissa 
Poindexter, Joann Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel 
Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, Rhonda Smith, the Straub family, 
Larry Walker, and Charleston Wilson. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Matthew C. Dou-
ma, Rochelle Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron 
Schoonover, Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetz-
macher, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, and 
Thelma Nelson. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, Brian 
Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher Szkody, 
Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 

Prayer Requests 

DATED MATERIAL — May 17, 2022 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry Chairperson 

June Kitchens or the church office with your request. 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
5501 Beechnut Street  
Houston, Texas 77096  
713.666.2175  
 office@spumchou.org  
 
SPUMC Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music 
 Ministries  
Ryan Pennington, Organist/  
Accompanist  
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  
Susan Smith, Day School Director  
John Guest, Administrative Assistant  
 

 
 Connect with us! 
www.spumchou.org  
@spumchou  
@spumchou  
St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston  

 

St. Philip’s UMC Sunday  

Service is live-streaming  

on YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service is  
available to live-stream on YouTube. You 

can access the link from our website:  
spumchou.org/worship  

or Search YouTube:  
St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Hou-

ston. 
Please use one of the following options to  
register your attendance so we know you 

worshipped with us online! 
• Install and run the YouTube App so you 

can join the LiveChat and add a com-
ment to the service. Everyone watching 
will see your comments so please say 
“Hello!” 

• Follow the link from our website to 
the SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In, 
fill out the form and click “Submit.” 

 
You are also invited to worship with us 

in person in our sanctuary.  
 

 

https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/spumchou
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
https://spumchou.org/worship
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q

