
 

 

STRENGTH FOR THE HARD TIMES 

David J. Wolpe, in Teaching Your 
Children About God, tells the fol-
lowing story:   

A boy and his father were walking 
along a road when they came 
across 

a large stone. The boy said to his father, 
“Do you think if I use all my strength, I can move 
this rock?”  His father answered, “If you use all 
your strength, I am sure you can do it.”   The boy 
began to push the rock. Exerting himself as much 
as he could, he pushed and pushed. The rock did 
not move. Discouraged, he said to his father, “You 
were wrong, I can’t do it.” 

The father placed his arm around the boy’s shoul-
der and said, “No, son, you didn’t use all your 
strength—you didn’t ask me to help.”  

Lent is the time when we are called to walk in the 
wilderness for a while, to get in touch with our 
greatest needs, to discover our needs often turn 
out to be “wants” and our “wants” turn out to be 
the things that separate us from the life God de-
sires for us.  In the wilderness, we come across 
“rocks” that we cannot move by ourselves.  And 
we learn, like the boy in the story, that we too have 
failed to use all of our strength – that our strength 
comes from beyond ourselves.  The apostle Paul 
says it like this, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.”  (Philippians 4:13)  Thanks 
be to God for the strength he gives. 

There are people in the world today that need 
strength from beyond themselves.  They are refu-
gees from Ukraine, and from Afghanistan, and 
from other places near and far.  We may not per-
sonally be able to offer refuge, but we can support 
an organization that can help.  All money we do-
nate to United Methodist Committee on Relief can 
help get needed relief to those refugees.  I encour-
age you to set aside an offering this Lent to be 
sent to UMCOR as our church Easter offering.  
When we work together, we draw on strength be-
yond ourselves to help those in need. 

 

EASTER SEASON SERMON SERIES: FOLLOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
March 13   “A Good Heart”                 Luke 6:43-45 
 

March 20   “From Fear to Faith”     Luke 13:1-9 
 

March 27   “A Stop at Gilgal”               Joshua 5:9-12 
 

April 3      “Do You Get It?”                   John 12:1-8 
 

April 10      “Corrective Lenses”     Philippians 2:5-11 
 

April 14       Holy Thursday Service 7 pm 
          Chancel Choir presents “In Calvary’s Shadow.” 
 

April 17       “Giving Up Death”     John 20:1-8 
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Welcome Noah Benjamin Little! 
Adam and Melissa Little 
are so thrilled to announce 
the birth of their baby boy, 
Noah Benjamin Little. He 
arrived earlier than ex-
pected on February 21, 
2022 at 9:52pm weighing 
4.2 pounds and 17.5 inches 
long.  Adam and Melissa 
are anxiously awaiting to 
bring baby Noah home 
from the NICU. They are so 
grateful for your prayers 
and well wishes!  

GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON GATHERINGS  
AT SPUMC 

• Masks are recommended for all indoor gatherings. 
• We encourage all persons who are able to get a       

vaccine to do so. 
• We will continue to use every other pew in the          

sanctuary to maintain social distancing. 
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SPUMC Youth  
Another fun night with the SPUMC Youth! We played a short game that let them be characters, then talked a bit about 
good character vs. bad character and how they both can impact our lives. We also talked about several upcoming 
events including the Easter Sunrise Service, the Spring Garage Sale and (oh yes it's that time!) Mission Trip 2022! We 
will have various fundraising events throughout the next four months so stay tuned! After Sergio led the group in a 
short prayer, we enjoyed a 'delizioso' lasagna dinner (homemade by Kathy Greenhill - Grazie!) and some yummy fudgy 
brownies.  
Each Sunday from 4pm - 6pm students who have completed grades 5—12 gather for dinner, fellowship, and games in 

the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! And we are always looking for 
volunteers to help with our Youth program! If you are interested or 
want more details on how you can help, contact Ericka Harkins. 
eharkins@spumchou.org  

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY  
The Fellowship Class meets at 9:15 am in room  106. Roy Hollingsworth is leading a video study by R. C. Sproul  
on the Fruit of the Holy Spirit on March 20th.  We look forward to having you join us. 
The Eklektikos Class is following up the Wednesday Soup Study with a more in-depth study on Witness at the 
Cross for the next 6 weeks. We hope you will join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall Overflow as 
we grow in our faith together. Class is open to all and meets “in person” and on Zoom.   
Sunday School for children in Pre-K through 5th Grade meets in room 104 at 9:15 am.  Please join us as we learn 
about the Bible through crafts, stories, and games.   
 
Please join us on Zoom for Bible Study on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Currently we are examining the Gospel 
readings from the Revised Common Lectionary. Join the discussion: https://spumchou.org/get-
involved/ministries/. On the 3rd Tuesday of each month, the study starts at 7:30 pm. 

St. Philip’s Finances 
The Covid-19 pandemic arrived in earnest almost two years ago. It has been a blessing and a curse. The curse is pretty 
well known. The blessings came in the form of federal financial help that St. Philip’s was able to receive. The federal 
funds amounted to over $140,000. Those funds, in combination with your generous giving, have allowed the Church to 
establish an Emergency Reserve Fund of $50,000, to repair and replace roofs, to improve our information technology 
capability, to pay all of our apportionments, to modestly reward our staff, to pay all of our bills, and to keep church 
opened in-person and on-line. 
Now the pandemic appears to be receding. We hope this will happen quickly and permanently, but the future is not 
certain. Uncertainty has caused our investments to decline, prices to increase markedly, and generosity to be tem-
pered by worries affecting all of us. The number of pledgers to St. Philip’s is now at its lowest level. Those who give are 
generally giving more, but there are fewer of us. After two months of 2022, identified giving is 12.5 percent below our 
modest budgetary forecast and 19.8 percent below the first two months of 2021. Church expenses are below budget 
and slightly higher than last year, but the overall financial picture is gloomy at best. 
We appreciate your generosity and thank you for your faithfulness in difficult times. If you are able and need to catch 
up, we want to encourage you to do so. Perhaps – most importantly – we need to invite more people to participate in 
the worship and other activities of St. Philip’s. Being a representative for Jesus Christ is daunting work, but it is why we 
are here. Invite your neighbors, your friends, your enemies, and even people you don’t know to join in our fellowship. 
There are Lenten Soup Suppers and Sunday School classes, and Healing Prayer Groups, and Bible Study, and meaning-
ful worship services.  Our finances are intended to allow us to reach out to our community and our neighbors, to share 
the message of Jesus Christ, and to bring people to Him. I believe if we do all of this our finances will be splendid. 
Blessings. John Guest 

mailto:eharkins@spumchou.org
https://spumchou.org/get-involved/ministries
https://spumchou.org/get-involved/ministries
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Healing Prayer Service 
Please join us for our semi-monthly Healing Prayer service on Wednesday 
March 16th. We offer the community a private and intimate opportunity for 
healing prayers at 6:30 pm, twice per month, on Wednesdays in the church 
Library, room 103. For more information about our Prayer Ministry, please visit 
our website: https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care  We also have our online 
prayer service at the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EXZiGaxtQ 

March 27th—St. Phil’s 'SUP  
Everyone’s invited to join us for some Creole 
Goodness on Sunday March 27th at 6 pm.  
The delicious meal will be followed by a short 
devotion and entertainment hosted by the 
dynamic trio: Pastor Lisa, Tom, and Ryan. 
Creole Goodness Menu 
Salad: Slaw Salad 
Soup: Chicken Gumbo 
Main Dish: Sausage Jamba-
laya 
Side Dish: Succotash 
Side Dish: Fried Okra 
Bread: Corn Bread 
Dessert: Mud Pie 
Drinks: Water, Peach 
Tea, Lemonade 

DO YOU HAVE HIDDEN TALENT? 
Of course you do! It just might be so hidden that even you don’t recognize it. Here’s 
a chance to bring out the talent you may or may not have been waiting to show the 
world—ok, maybe just church folks, but it could be the start of something special. 
St. Philip’s will be having a fund-raiser on May 15, similar to what last took place in 
September of 2019 which was wildly successful-at least that’s what the performers 
thought! The SPUMC Music Department is hoping to raise money for lots of stuff - 
starting with new audio/video equipment in the sanctuary - and more. The show in 
2019 raised $2,700 which funded 2 new wireless hand-held microphones and 1 wire-
less head set mic for Daniel (the kind that Brittney Spears wears - seriously!) All 
members and friends of the church are invited to think about something they might 
perform at the fundraiser. It doesn’t have to be music related - it could be a skit, dance, speech... Of course, mu-
sical presentations by the choir and/or choir members, musicians and other talented people will be part of the 
event. So, dust off your bagpipes, tune up your harp, shine your tap shoes and get ready for a hoedown! 
This is advance warning for you to start thinking about your many talents so you can combine them into one act 
that you think someone might actually want to watch. Now is the time to prepare—it may take longer than you 
think to turn those talents into performance! 
For more information or to sign up, contact Tom Wilkinson at wilkinsonsword@sbcglobal.net. Preference will be 
given to acts that are different from those that performed in 2019.  
Deadline to signup to perform is May 1 so ACT NOW! 

Phil and Peggy McGowan Memorial Service 
A Memorial Service for Phil and Peggy McGowan 

will be held on Saturday, March 12, at 10 am in the 
church Sanctuary.  A reception will follow in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Spring Forward Saturday March 12th! 
It is time to spring forward one hour on Saturday 
evening, March 12th, to begin Daylight Savings 
Time on Sunday morning. By setting your clocks 

ahead before bedtime, you won’t be an hour late 
for Sunday School or church! 

https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care?fbclid=IwAR3ExCwGP_tvU2XrrGrZQkQVDQ3K0_hV8Kq-zhFyQVwWz7Dj-1IfwRPm5X4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EXZiGaxtQ&fbclid=IwAR2j3WxKPDNBf-5vdZ5lWZIs_dsYE7VaGYqHnF4pe7BpH3S3vVED1nCzXww
mailto:wilkinsonsword@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha 
Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Jenna Bailey, 
Kathy Ballanfant, John & Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume 
& family, Marsha Bernardi, Averi Brown, Larry Brown’s 
brother Michael, Philip Bruce, Seth Cappen, Gay Carroll, 
Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Dustin Dougan, Jarold Douma, 
Edna Duryea, Susie Ebling, Donnie Franklin, Marie Holt, 
Wayne Kaufman, John Kemp, Cheryl Little, Sharon Little, 
Loretta Martinez, Debbie Matthews, Sofia Oeudraogo, Ma-
rie Pearce, Joann Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel 
Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, the Straub family, Diane Straub 
(Andy’s step-mother), Larry Walker, and Charleston Wilson. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Matthew C. 
Douma, Rochelle Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron 
Schoonover, Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetz-
macher, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, and 
Thelma Nelson. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, 
Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher 
Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 

DATED MATERIAL — March 8, 2022 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry Chair-
person June Kitchens or the church office with your request. 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
5501 Beechnut Street  
Houston, Texas 77096  
713.666.2175  
 office@spumchou.org  
 
SPUMC Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music 
 Ministries  
Ryan Pennington, Organist/  
Accompanist  
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  
Susan Smith, Day School Director  
John Guest, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
 Connect with us! 

www.spumchou.org  
@spumchou  
@spumchou  
St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston  

 

St. Philip’s UMC Sunday  
Service is live-streaming  

on YouTube!  
 

Our 10:30 am online worship service is  
available to live-stream on YouTube. You can 

access the link from our website:  
spumchou.org/worship  

or Search YouTube:  
St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston. 

Please use one of the following options to  
register your attendance so we know you 

worshipped with us online! 
• Install and run the YouTube App so you 

can join the LiveChat and add a comment 
to the service. Everyone watching will see 
your comments so please say “Hello!” 

• Follow the link from our website to the 
SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In, fill out the 
form and click “Submit.” 

 
You are also invited to worship with us in per-

son in our sanctuary.  
Masks are strongly encouraged  

for everyone.  
Every other pew is marked off for  

safe distancing. 

https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/spumchou
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
spumchou.org/worship
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q

