
 

 

This past weekend our Board of Stewards 
met to study the book, Being the Church 
in a Post-Pandemic World by Kay Kotan. 
We spent three hours reflecting on key 
traits for a healthy, vital and culturally 
relevant church in the post pandemic 
world. We identified our strengths and 

also traits where we need to do some work. We 
discerned that we are a resilient church. We have actually 
continued to find new ways to reach people during the pan-
demic. We have made improvements to our facility and 
even gained new members. But we also have some hard 
work still to do in the areas of flexibility, innovation and spir-
itual growth. I am so proud of our Board for their commit-
ment to the ministry of this church. 

Two thoughts have stuck with me. As a church we are so 
busy focusing on obstacles that we neglect opportunities for 
spiritual growth. So often we gaze at problems and only 
glance at promise. We have our gazes and glances mixed up. 
What we need to do is glance at obstacles and gaze at 
promise. 

We often look most intently at roof leaks, the air condition-
ing problems, cost of programs, and lack of volunteers. (I 
think you get the picture.) And we only glance at the poten-
tial for reaching out to our community. We gaze at the lack 
of children and only glance at the young family next door to 
us. Let us, today, commit to changing that. Let us practice 
gazing at the potential, the promise of growth, and only 
glancing at problems. I think this practice just might trans-
form our lives and transform our church. 

Let us celebrate the good works we are doing, but let us al-

ways be open to ways we can improve our service to Jesus 

Christ through this church. 

On Sunday, July 11 we will receive our 2021 confirmation 

class into church membership. Confirmands are Iva Crump, 

Lucy Molina, Nathalie Molina and Madison Richardson. Also, 

on July 11 we will commission our youth mission team as 

they leave for their work in Bryan, Texas. I hope you will join 

us in celebrating the faith journey of these young people.  
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NEW GUIDELINES FOR IN PERSON  

GATHERINGS 

• All in-person gatherings at St. Philip’s will be 
mask optional for those who have been fully 
vaccinated. 

• Those who have had Covid may have antibod-
ies that protect them and should check with 
their doctor about the need for masks. 

• The CDC suggests that those who have not 
been vaccinated should continue to wear 
masks for their protection and the protection 
of those around them. 

• We encourage all persons who are able to get 
a vaccine to do so. 

• If you need assistance in getting a vaccine, 
please let us know. 

• We will continue to use every other pew in the 
sanctuary for a while longer. 

JULY SERMON SERIES:  

IS GOD TALKING TO ME? 

Theme: The work of the prophet is not based on 
status or talent, but on presence and availability 

to the call of God. 
 

July 4 “Ezekiel: React or Respond” Ezekiel 2:1-5 
July 11 “Amos: On the Job Training” Amos 7:7-15 
July 18 “Jeremiah: Looking for Good Shepherds” 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
July 25 “Elisha: More Than Enough”  

2 Kings 4:42-44 



 

 

Volume 26     Issue  13 Page 2 

TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  
Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The study is 
led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary.   
The zoom link is  https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

Sunday School for all ages is back!  

The Eklektikos Class is exploring the book series Immersion, studying the book of  Genesis. Immer-
sion stands firmly on Scripture and helps readers explore the emotional, spiritual, and intellectual 
needs of their personal faith. We hope you will join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall 
Overflow as we grow in our faith together. Class is open to all and meets “in person” and 
on Zoom.  

The Crossroads Class has face-to-face Sunday School at 9:15 am in the Library. Masks are optional. 
Our first topic is the church year and how the liturgical calendar helps us remember and celebrate 
God’s work of salvation in our lives and the world. If you’re interested in how these seasons work 
together with the scripture to reveal God at work in our lives, please join us. 

The Fellowship Class has started back up! Join us at 9:15 in Room 106 as Roy Hollingsworth leads 
the class in a study of the book of Hebrews. Light refreshments will be served.  
Kid's Sunday School is back! Kids from Kinder - 12th are welcome to come hang with 
the Beati-DUDES as we begin our Super Summer Series "Surf's UP!"   Jesus gave us 

the Beatitudes, eight blessings promised to those who seek Jesus and live for him. The Beatitudes 
can change the way we look at life and help us to live in a way that honors Jesus. So come join us 
Sundays at 9:15 in Room 108 for a righteous Sunday School class complete with fun, crafts and a 
light snack.  

Won't you be a hero? Please register today 
to donate blood. It only takes a few minutes 
but can make a difference that can last a 
lifetime. Please visit our website to register: 
https://spumchou.org/calendar/events 
St. Philip's United Methodist Church 
5501 Beechnut@Renwick 
Questions? Contact Ericka Harkins: ehar-
kins@spumchou.org. 
 
Each successful donor will receive a free 
beach towel!  

 

St. Philip's United Methodist Church is hosting a community Freedom Festi-
val with fun for the whole family on Saturday July 3rd! Bring your lawn 
chairs and enjoy live entertainment under our large oak trees while you 
treat yourself to some delicious BBQ and other refreshments. There will be 
a raffle in the Fellowship Hall and other free giveaways. And of course we’ll 
have plenty of engaging games and activities for the kids - an obstacle 
course, train rides, face painting and Cheerio the clown - just an all-around 
fun time for all!  So grab your neighbors and come celebrate being together 
again! 
(Raffle tickets are $5.00, the BBQ plate is $10.00, and tickets for activities, 
drinks, & snacks range from $1.00 to $3.00) 
For more info, contact office@spumchou.org 
***There will not be fireworks this year, but there will be plenty of other 
fun activities for all!*** 

https://spumchou.org/calendar/events
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SPUMC Youth News 
After a week off for Father's Day, our kids were back at it! 
We got a little volleyball set so after a few brave souls set 
it up, it was game on! Then we had a fabulous fajita dinner 
provided by Karen Wilkson and her family (thank you!) and 
then a visit from our own Daniel Zajicek who is starting a 
new music ministry for our youth! Each week going for-
ward, he will be dropping by to teach the kids a new song 
from the various Christian music genres. Then we finished 
the evening with several fierce rounds of dodgeball! I 
would like to thank all of you who bought stock and in-
vested in our youth! They are really looking forward to the 
mission trip on the 11th! Please pray for them as they go 
out into the Bryan community to help those in need and 
share God's love! 
Special note: Thank you to everyone and especially the 
youth and their families for all the thoughts and prayers 
over the past few weeks. My family and I are so thankful 
to be a part of this amazing St. Philip's family and cannot 
thank y'all enough! 
Ericka Harkins, Outreach Director 
We have an awesome group of students and are looking 
for volunteers to provide dinner each week. Go to SignUp 
Genius   https://ww.signupgenius.com/                    

VBS—August 2nd—6th, 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

That’s right – In-person VBS is back at SPUMC 
and we need volunteers to make it spectacular! 
We will need crew leaders, music leaders, sta-
tion leaders, decorators and cooks - just lots of 
smiling faces! There are many opportunities to 
share your talents, so if you are interested in 
helping or want more info, please contact Er-
icka: eharkins@spumchou.org  
At Treasured VBS, kids dig into action-packed, 
faith-filled adventures. They'll discover God's 
greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, or 
gold–it's them! 
Ericka Harkins 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
 
August 2 – 6, 2021, 5:30 PM – 8:00 PM 
$25 per child. Please visit our website to regis-

ter today!  https://spumchou.org/home  

How has GOD answered YOUR prayers?  
As a way to share our faith with others, we are 
compiling the answered prayers of members of 
our congregation, your families and even 
friends. Too often we see the touch of God in 
our lives and we keep it to ourselves. 
Please take this opportunity to let others see 
how God has been there for YOU in your hour
(s) of need. You can submit as many answered 
prayers as you wish. Either submit online via 
our website spumchou.org, email them to the 
church office@spumchou.org, or bring them to 
church on a Sunday morning. You can indicate 
if you want them printed with your name or 
anonymously. By sharing how God has an-
swered our prayers and changed our lives, we 
are witnessing God’s love to others. 

 

All who are suffering, 

grieving or in pain are in-

vited to our Healing Pray-

er Service held every oth-

er Wednesday evening at 

6:30 pm in the sanctuary.  Please join us on July 

7th for our next Prayer service. 

https://spumchou.org/home


 

 

 

 
Please remember these persons in your prayers: Mar-
tha Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy 
Ballanfant, John & Rozanne Beery, Carmen Benevidez 
(Carmen Molina’s mother), Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, 
Craig Comer, Rev. Scott Dalrymple, Dustin Dougan, 
Paul Dougan, Edna Duryea, Mitch Frost, Sam Garrett 
(Charlsie Groom’s brother), Allen Grant, Bill Gruetz-
macher, Ruthie Hurta, Debbie Matthews, Lisa O’Hair, 
Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, Sandra & 
Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, 
The Straub family, and Joe & Tamara Toomer & their 
daughter, Ryan. 
Sympathy to the family of Brenda Ashley, who passed 
away June 19th. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle 
Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoono-
ver, Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Walter Boyd, Merlyn 
Bruce, Becky Edmondson, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, 
Ruth King, and Ann Link. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry 
Curtis, Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, 
Christopher Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & 
Laurie White. 
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DATED MATERIAL — June 29,  2021 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer 
Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or the church 
office with your request. 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is on 

YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service is 
available on YouTube. You can access 
the link from our website: 
https://spumchou.org/worship  
or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United 
Methodist Church Houston. 
Please use one of these ways to regis-
ter your attendance, so we know you 
worshipped with us online.  
1) Install and run the YouTube App, so 

you can join the LiveChat and add a 
comment to the service. Everyone 
watching will see your comments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from 
our website to the SPUMC Sunday 
Service Sign-In form, and fill out and 
submit the form. 

You can also worship with us in person 
in our sanctuary.  Masks are now op-
tional if you have been fully vaccinated.  
Every other pew is marked off, to en-
courage social distancing. 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 
5501 Beechnut Street 
Houston, Texas 77096 
Voice 713.666.2175 
Email: office@spumchou.org 
 
Church Staff: 
Lisa Callaway, Pastor 
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 
Susan Smith,  Day School Director 
John Guest, Administrative Assistant 
 
  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 
  Facebook: @spumchou 
  Instagram: @spumchou 
  YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston 

https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/spumchou
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q

