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St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

  Even though we are not having “in 
person” gatherings yet, the work of the 
church continues.  Thanks to our musi-
cians, worship leaders and technical 
support people who have worked so 
hard and used their incredible talents 
to ensure our online worship is high 
quality and inspirational.  Thanks to 
Joe Little   and helpers who have been 

cleaning the cross and painting flashing to 
protect from rust and enhance the appearance of 

our roof areas.  Thanks to Mike White who has painted all 
the poles supporting the walkway roof and has kept our 
grounds mowed and looking good.  Thanks to Isaias Mo-
lina who fixed water leaks and got our prayer garden 
fountain running again.  Thanks to Barbara Kile who was 
seen pulling weeds around the sanctuary.  Thanks to Bill 
Wilkson for volunteering to teach a Bible Study online. 
Thanks to Gary and Joyce Wright who get the Campanile 
ready to mail.  We truly have an incredible congregation 
who truly love this church.   

And now, a special note of thanks to Deanna 
White: 

Deanna White has served as our church treasurer for the 
past eleven years, stepping in to this position when Ray 
Lacour passed away suddenly. She has served faithfully 
since that time, adding this work to her full time job else-
where.  Deanna has decided it is time to retire from this 
position.  We will miss her on our staff, but understand 
her desire to spend more time on other things.  I hope 
you will take the opportunity to thank Deanna for her ser-
vice in whatever way you can in these “stay at home” 
times.  We will honor Deanna in our worship service this 
Sunday.  Thank you, Deanna, for all you have done for 
St. Philip’s in the financial area.  We look forward to see-
ing where you invest your time and talents for the church 
next. 

And, thanks to John Guest, who has graciously agreed to 
serve in an interim role to do the work Deanna has been 
doing until we can hire her replacement. Please let John 
know how much we appreciate his willingness to serve. 

The Board of Stewards will be working diligently to fill this 
position.   The position requires a proficiency in Quick 
Books and bill pay. Some accounting background would 
be helpful.  A detailed job description is available in the 
office.  If you or someone you know may be interested in 
this position, please send a resume to Rev. Lisa Calla-
way.   

SERMON SERIES:  FAMILY RE-UNION 
Theme:  In the trials of one family, we 

find hope for our own. 
 
July 26, 2020   “Sibling Rivalry, Part 2”
       Genesis 29:15-28 
  
August 2, 2020     “Holy Wrestling”
     Genesis 32:22-31 
  
August 9, 2020 Sibling Rivalry, Part 3”
        Genesis 37:1-28 
  
August 16, 2020    “Forgiveness in the 
     Family”  
        Genesis 45:1-15 

JOIN US WEDNESDAY AT  

4 PM YOUTH ZOOM MEET UP 

5 PM  HOLY HAPPY HOUR ON ZOOM 

And 

SUNDAY MORNINGS WORSHIP AT 
10:30 AM ON FACEBOOK:SPUMCHOU 

And 

MEET UP IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 
ON SUNDAYS AT 5 PM 

 

Pastor’s Perspective continued 

Stay safe and hope to see you again, in per-
son, real soon. As Tim Ausburn said Sunday, 
we will get through this covid-19 pandemic 
together. 
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         VBS 2020 is August 17-21 Online 

      (note date and time change) 

                      6—8  pm 
This year’s theme is Rocky Railway where kids will explore Jesus’ power in them 
and how we can trust Jesus—not our own strength—to pull us through life’s   
challenges. COVID-19 has come through our lives like a freight train and derailed 
countless plans, routines, and expectations. This summer, more than ever, our 

kids in our community need the hope, reassurance, and abundance of God’s love through the unique       
ministry of VBS. The Bible Points for Rocky Railway are so relevant: 

Jesus’ power helps us do hard things. Trust Jesus!     Jesus’ power gives us hope. Trust Jesus! 

Jesus’ power helps us be bold. Trust Jesus!     Jesus’ power lets us live forever. Trust Jesus! 

Jesus’ power helps us be good friends. Trust Jesus! 

We all need to trust Jesus’ power to pull us through these unprecedented times! 

Rocky Railway is for kids from 4 years to 5th grade. The cost per child is $10.  

Follow us on Facebook for the latest info and updates!    

For questions or additional information, please contact Ericka Harkins at eharkins@spumchou.org. 
 

Pick up registration forms at the office or fill one out on our website,  https://spumchou.org/groups/children 

PLEASE REGISTER BY JULY 31 IF YOU PLAN FOR YOUR CHILDREN TO PARTICIPATE.   

VBS WILL BE OFFERED “ONLINE.”   

You may pick up a packet for your child the week of August 3. 

 

NEW ONLINE BIBLE STUDY BEGINS THIS WEEK 
 

Please join us for a new Bible Study on the Psalms beginning Tuesday, July 21 from 6:30 – 7:30 
p.m. on Zoom.  The study will be led by Bill Wilkson and will follow the Revised Common Lec-
tionary.  Please email Bill Wilkson at bwilkson@gmail.com if you are interested.  Bill will send a 
Zoom invitation.  The class is limited to 25 participants. Each weeks readings are listed  below. 

 

 July 21, 2020:  Psalm 119:129-136 

 July 28, 2020:  Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

 August 4, 2020:   Psalm 85:8-13 

 August 11, 2020:  Psalm 67 

 August 18, 2020:  Psalm 138 

 August 25, 2020:  Psalm 26:1-8 

 September 1, 2020:  Psalm 119:33-40 

 September 8, 2020:  Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 



 

 

Volume 25,  Issue 11  Page 3 

DISCIPLE PARKING PROJECT 
 

The primary mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples for Jesus Christ. Our congregation at St. 
Philip’s United Methodist Church shares in this mission and began 2020 with high hopes and new plans to make 
our Church more welcoming so that we can attract new disciples for Jesus Christ.  

A major reorganization was approved by the Church Conference and the District Superintendent in November of 
last year and was implemented at the beginning of 2020. The new Board of Stewards began exploring ways to 
measure our progress, to make St. Philip’s more welcoming, to improve our finances, and to address several facili-
ty needs. 

During the first three months, giving was up beyond expectations; planning for a year-long calendar began; setting 
of facility priorities initiated; and hope for success flourished. 

Then came Covid-19. Our Day School was closed. Our Sunday School was closed. On site worship was either 
stopped or severely restricted. The challenges facing an already challenged church body seemed insurmountable.  
But St. Philipians are not easily thwarted. In rapid fashion, people with technical and creative talent stepped up 
and learned how to take our worship into a new digital and virtual reality. Initially we had a few fitful starts, but our 
Facebook/Mevo/You Tube services got better and better. And they are continuing to improve so that some of us 
are enjoying a worship experience filled with love, talent, and joy and appreciating being able to share the 
“whispers” from our fellow worshippers (from all over the United States) who contribute to the service as much as 
those who preach, speak, sing, and play from the chancel. 

The latest expansion of Covid-19 has made it difficult to see how this will all turn out, but we know – with God’s 
help – we will weather this challenging time stronger than ever. 

At the last Board of Steward’s meeting on July 14, 2020, a Parking Lot improvement Project was approved. It is 
expected to begin before the end of July and to be completed within a week or so of beginning. 

One of the few blessings of the pandemic is that there are not many cars parked on our lots. This, of all times, is 
the best time to make our parking surfaces better.  Some of us have joked that the first one to park in a Church 
parking space will define where everyone else’s parking space is going to be . . . because no one can see the 
stripes that used to guide us safely into a space. If our Church is to be more welcoming, we think a well-marked 
and properly surfaced parking lot will be important. Certainly, just an excellent parking lot will not be enough to fill 
our sanctuary, but it will be an important starting point. 

Funding for this project will be from a combination of Endowment Funds and Church funds accumulated for this 
purpose. We would like to ask for help from the members of the St. Philip’s family to help fund this project. Addi-
tional assistance will assure that the current project will also have adequate support for readable, safe, and wel-
coming signage. Contributions from the congregation will allow the Church to complete parking and have funds 
available for other needed facility improvements. 

We are inviting members of our Church to “buy a parking space”. There are approximately one-hundred spaces to 
be marked. We suggest $400 to cover the cost of each space or you can make a donation to cover part of a 
space.  While we are not promising a reserved parking space; just like we wouldn’t promise a reserved church 
pew; we would like to offer the donor an opportunity to have their donated space marked in some way meaningful 
to them. 

One may choose to cite a Bible Verse, or to Honor a Friend, or to Memorialize a Loved One. The John Guest fami-
ly plans to donate two parking spaces and to have each space be marked with the family last name – “GUEST”. 
We think this will serve a useful purpose. 

While the campaign will assuredly continue beyond the completion of the main Parking Lot improvements, we 
would plan to complete the fund raising by the end of August, 2020. Stenciling of appropriate inscriptions will be 
planned to begin during the month of September, 2020. 

This is a challenging time to raise money. Many who would like to give may not be able to do so. With that under-
standing, we are a generous Church and we are hopeful that several donations will be made to elevate the project 
and to improve our effort to make disciples for Jesus Christ. 

Gifts should be directed to “Disciple Parking Project.” 

Thanks for your support, 

The St. Philip’s Board of Stewards 



 

 

 

Please remember these persons in  
your prayers:   

Brenda Ashley, Daryl Brow, Philip Bruce, Trish 

Carroll, Craig Comer, Aylen Cox, Charles Crix-

ell, Arlene Diehl, Dustin Dougan, Teresa 

Duryea, Mike Haley (Ericka Harkins’ father), Di-

ane Hollingsworth, Mr. & Mrs. Howard, Ruthie 

Hurta, Jeanie Johnson, Beth Johnstone, Jerri 

Langley, Cheryl Little’s cousin, Jeff, Charles 

Marshall, Janis Norman, Lisa O’Hair, Marie 

Pearce, Chrystie Quintero, Fritz Rambow, Joann 

Reed, Alex Rice, Sandra and Michelle Robinson, 

Antonio Romero, Xiomara Azucena Romero, 

Karen Schubert, Aisha & Craig Smart, Gary 

Smith, Kari Straach, The Straub family, Subhan 

Tabba, Robbie Tupper, Ximena Townsend, Syl-

via Vila, Amy Wooten and Jeff, Kathy and Madi-

son Yates.  

 

 

 

 

For Our Homebound Members: Jon-Ann     
Andrews, Walter Boyd,  Pennie Butler, Becky 
Edmondson, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ed 
Janes, Ruth King, Ann Link, Peggy McGowan, 
Kathrin Olin, Lee & Ann Schrock and Barbara 
Upshaw 

Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, 
Dalton Dottie, Rochelle Fuller, Austin Meyer, 
Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, Jef-
fery Wells. 

First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cap-
pen, Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben John-
son, Christopher Szkody, Anthony Vale, and 
Matthew & Laurie White,. 
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DATED MATERIAL — July 21, 2020 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

5501 Beechnut Street 

Houston, Texas 77096 

Voice 713.666.2175 

Email: office@spumchou.org 

Church Staff: 

Lisa Callaway, Pastor 

Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 

Susan Smith,  Day School Director 

John Guest, Administrative Assistant 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 

  Facebook: @spumchou 

  Instagram: @spumchou 

  Youtube: @spumchou 

Have a prayer request? Please call Prayer 
Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or call 
the church office with your request . 

PrayerRequests 


