
 

 

Little Things That Make Big Ripples 

As individuals and as a church, we love to 
do big things that make big splashes. We 
have celebrated one big thing - our Free-
dom Festival celebration. We had lots of 
people and lots of excitement, and I contin-
ue to praise God daily for all of those who 

worked so hard to make this event happen. I am 
especially grateful to Charlsie Groom and her team 

and Ryan Pennington, Tom Wilkinson and the kitchen team for 
great food for the event. You cannot imagine how many hours 
the celebration leadership spent at the church the week before 
the festival. And I hope you notice our new welcome sign in the 
front lawn. It is truly a community effort. Thanks to Karen and 
Bill Wilkson for helping bring this project to fruition. 

During the first week of August, we will celebrate another big 
event – Vacation Bible School. We again need lots of helpers to 
serve as crew leaders, station leaders, kitchen help, etc. Mary 
Ann Mueller is even coming from Florida to lead this event. We 
look forward to seeing children enjoying this week. 

As I write this, I am preparing to spend a week with our youth 
on their mission trip. We will have 16 youth on this trip. Pray for 
all of us. I am sure it will be a great week.  

We are going to confirm four of our youth in church this next 
Sunday, July 18th. 

After August 1st, things will ease up a bit as we prepare for 
school to start back up. While we always get excited about big 
events, let us remember that little things can make big ripples. 
Do you remember how you could toss a small rock into a pond 
and watch the ripples spread across the entire pond? I think our 
greatest moments in ministry come in times like that – in the 
little things we do that have a lasting effect on people’s lives. I 
suspect that the card we send to a homebound person, the visit to 
the hospital, the call to one who is grieving the loss of a loved 
one, or the hug offered to one who is struggling does more to 
spread the love of Christ than even our most successful big 
event. Calling a child by name can mean more to that child than 
a whole week of fun-filled activity. 

Big splashes are great, but I believe the kingdom of God will 
be ushered in by the little things that make big ripples. So, in 
between the big events that make a big splash, try doing one 
little thing each day that will make big ripples in your family, 
in your community, and in the world. 
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NEW GUIDELINES FOR IN PERSON  
GATHERINGS 

• All in-person gatherings at St. Philip’s will be mask 
optional for those who have been fully vaccinated. 

• Those who have had Covid may have antibodies 
that protect them and should check with their doc-
tor about the need for masks. 

• The CDC suggests that those who have not been 
vaccinated should continue to wear masks for their 
protection and the protection of those around 
them. 

• We encourage all persons who are able to get a 
vaccine to do so. 

• If you need assistance in getting a vaccine, please 
let us know. 

• We will continue to use every other pew in the 
sanctuary for a while longer. 

SERMON SERIES: IS GOD TALKING TO ME? 

 

 

 

The work of the prophet is not based on 
status or talent, but on presence and 

availability to the call of God. 
 

July 18 “Jeremiah: Looking for Good Shepherds” 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

July 25 “Elisha: More Than Enough”  
2 Kings 4:42-44 
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Youth News 
It's finally here! 
Our SPYRIT Squad 
Youth Group 
headed off to Bry-
an, TX to join sev-
en other Texas 
churches for the 

annual UM Army mission trip! But before they left, they visit-
ed the Sunday Schools and passed out donuts for Donuts & 

Disciple-
ship, then 
attended 
the service 
where our 
congrega-

tion prayed for and commissioned the group. Then we load-
ed the trailer and headed out! We arrived at FUMC Bryan in 
no time and it was time to unpack and get settled. We met 
lots of great folks and are looking forward to an awesome 
week helping the Bryan community! Please continue to pray 
for this incredible group of kids and their leaders as they go 
out and be the light, 
bringing out the "God-
colors" around them 
during this experience!  
Ericka Harkins 
Outreach Director 

 

 
THE GULF COAST CONCERT BAND  
LAST BET TRIO  
CHEERIO  
Scout Troop 197 
Pastor Lisa Callaway  
Ryan Pennington  
Daniel Zajicek  
Charlsie Groom  
Tom Wilkinson  
Ericka Harkins  
Lauren Moorefield  
Kimberly Swan  
Mary Pena  
Tricia Carroll  
Carol Newman  
Diane Hollingsworth  
Hsiao-Lan Zajicek  
Karen & Bill Wilkson  
Carmen Molina  
Marilyn Lacour  
Kathy & Doug Greenhill  
Richard Smith 

John & Barbara Guest 
Adam & Melissa Little  
Melodie Allison  
Zachary Parker  
Jan Knight  
Mike & Deanna White  
Gary & Joyce Wright  
Mary Anne Flory  
Marianne Drabek  
Lula Williams  
Norma Molina  
Charlie & Linda Miller  
Marsha Smith  
Brian Drozd  
June Kitchens  
Janis Norman  
Marcie Gruetzmacher  
Victoria Shepard  
Barbara Kile  
Carlos Pena   
Danae Pena  
Jeff Spargo  

RAFFLE DONORS:  
Griff’s Pub  
SOS Hair Salon  
Tim Ausburn  
Turnkii Massage  
Ryan Pennington  
Carroll’s Office Furniture  
Frank & Tricia Carroll  
Allen & Betty Grant  
Mike & Maxine Grove  
Charlsie Groom  
Kimberly Swan  
Mary Pena  
Roy & Diane Hollingsworth  
Carol Newman  
Martha Alexander  
Ross Mary Dalyrimple  
John & Barbara Guest  
  
All those who came to enjoy the food 
and fun!  
  

Freedom Festival was a success! Special thanks to the following:  

 

What a great time we had at Freedom Fest! 
Despite a little rain, folks came out to enjoy 

the inflatables, games, train, music and 
don't forget the delicious food! Thanks to 
all who joined us and to those who helped 
make it possible. We look forward to see-
ing you all at our next community event! 

Follow us on Facebook for the latest updates!  
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United Methodist Women Luncheon –  
12:15 pm Sunday, July 25 in the Fellowship Hall 

Special Guest Speaker – Sandy Stacy 
Director of Omega House 

Come enjoy fun, food and fellowship with the women of SPUMC! All are 
welcome. We will be collecting items for Omega House such as toilet-

ries, individually wrapped snacks, socks and other personal items.  
Please contact the office for additional details.  

Sunday School for all ages is back!  

The Eklektikos Class is exploring the book series Immersion, studying the book of  Genesis. Immersion stands 
firmly on Scripture and helps readers explore the emotional, spiritual, and intellectual needs of their personal 
faith. We hope you will join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall Overflow as we grow in our faith 
together. Class is open to all and meets “in person” and on Zoom.  
The Crossroads Class has face-to-face Sunday School at 9:15 am in the Library. Masks are option-
al. Our first topic is the church year and how the liturgical calendar helps us remember and cele-

brate God’s work of salvation in our lives and the world. If you’re interested in how these seasons work to-
gether with the scripture to reveal God at work in our lives, please join us. 

The Fellowship Class has started back up! Join us at 9:15 in Room 106 as Roy Hollingsworth 
leads the class in a study of the book of Hebrews. Light refreshments will be served.  
Kid's Sunday School is back! Kids from Kinder - 12th are welcome to come hang with the 

Beati-DUDES as we begin our Super Summer Series "Surf's UP!"   Jesus gave us the Beati-

tudes, eight blessings promised to those who seek Jesus and live for him. The Beatitudes can change the way 

we look at life and help us to live in a way that honors Jesus. So come join us Sundays at 9:15 in Room 108 for 

a righteous Sunday School class complete with fun, crafts and a light snack.  

August 2nd—
6th, 5:30 pm to 

8:00 pm 
That’s right – In-
person VBS is 
back at SPUMC 
and we need vol-
unteers to make 

it spectacular! We will need crew leaders, mu-
sic leaders, station leaders, decorators and 
cooks - just lots of smiling faces! There are 
many opportunities to share your talents, so if 
you are interested in helping or want more in-
fo, please contact Ericka: eharkins@spumchou.org 

At Treasured VBS, kids dig into action-packed, 
faith-filled adventures. They'll discover God's 
greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, or 
gold–it's them! 
August 2 – 6, 2021, 5:30 PM – 8:00 PM 
$25 per child. Please visit our website to regis-
ter today!  https://spumchou.org/home  

Healing Prayer Service 
All who are suffering, grieving 
or in pain are invited to our 
Healing Prayer Service held 
every other Wednesday even-
ing at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.  
Please join us on July 21st for 
our next Prayer service. 

Won't you be a hero? Please 
register today to donate blood 
on Monday July 19th. It only 
takes a few minutes but can 
make a difference that can last a 
lifetime. Please visit our website 
to register: 
https://spumchou.org /calen-
dar/events 
St. Philip's United Methodist Church 
5501 Beechnut@Renwick 
Questions? Contact Ericka Harkins: ehar-
kins@spumchou.org. 
Each successful donor will receive a free beach towel!  

https://spumchou.org/home
https://spumchou.org/calendar/events
https://spumchou.org/calendar/events


 

 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha 
Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy Ballan-
fant, John & Rozanne Beery, Carmen Benevidez (Carmen 
Molina’s mother), Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, 
Linda Chancellor, Craig Comer, Barbara Cowles, Rev. Scott 
Dalrymple, Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, Susie Ebling, Mitch 
Frost, Sam Garrett (Charlsie Groom’s brother), Allen Grant, 
Bill Gruetzmacher, Ruthie Hurta, Debbie Matthews, Thelma 
Nelson, Lisa O’Hair, Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, 
Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Sal-
mas, The Straub family, and Joe & Tamara Toomer & their 
daughter, Ryan. 

Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle 
Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris 
Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 

For Our Homebound Members: Walter Boyd, Merlyn Bruce, 
Becky Edmondson, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, and 
Ann Link. 
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Houston, Texas 77096 

Voice 713.666.2175 

Email: office@spumchou.org 

Church Staff: 

Lisa Callaway, Pastor 

Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 

Susan Smith,  Day School Director 

John Guest, Administrative Assistant 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 

  Facebook: @spumchou 

  Instagram: @spumchou 

  YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist 

  Church Houston 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Pray-

er Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or the 

church office with your request. 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is now  on 
YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service is available 
on YouTube. You can access the link from our 
website: https://spumchou.org/worship  
or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist 
Church Houston. 
Please use one of these ways to register your 
attendance, so we know you worshipped with us 
online.  
1) Install and run the YouTube App, so you can 

join the LiveChat and add a comment to the 
service. Everyone watching will see your com-
ments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from our web-
site to the SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In 
form, and fill out and submit the form. 

You are also invited to worship with us in person 
in our sanctuary.  Masks are optional if you have 
been fully vaccinated.  Every other pew is marked 
off for awhile longer. 


